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Downtowmn ;. .o.ua

* to refurbish the outsides of thelr

ntmct\mu.

95) nl‘ the plan, of which $142,222
will go to operational coste. Those
include promotional expenses as
well as office, management and
maintenance,

Promotional plens involve
sponsoring events downtown, the
expanaion of the banner program,
the holiday lighting program, TV
co-op advertising,-and billboard
advertising.

This year, the DDA started a
“Giving o' the Green"” promotion
for St. Patrick’s Day, involving 30
stores in tho aren, Alao, a farmer's

market is planned this spring for
the Village Commons.
B devel! will in- ~

Downtown ins and outs: Donovan’s Country Store (right) is gone, but Oriental Gifts
next door is an addition_ to downtown Farmington.

Plan comes too late to help Donovan’s Country Store

By l.mmv O'CONNOR
BTAYY WRITER

One store wan't benefit l‘mm

reasons, according to co-owner
Ann Donovan.
“‘As far us any typo of blimineu

the
thority’s nmendcd plan.

Donoven’s Country Stere,
which sold Imported Irish goods,
closed April 6 after six years In

ind dif-
ficult,” said Ann Donovan, who
owned the stora with her sister,
Peggy. “You don't have people
who comoe down and spend the
dnydownwwn

Avenue two years ago.

Customers came from as far as
Canada to buy crystal, woclens
and teas made in Ireland. In the
opinion of some It was the best
Irish import store in the Detrolt
area. o

08 a fine 1al

clude recruiting brochures, sign
and window-display workshops,
gn\nli;nL nx}d Iqu‘u. ‘nnd . other

anything else, we would've besn
out of business in a year,"”

Ann Donovan sald she's'not an
expert at what it takes to revital.
ize downtowns. She's encouraged
by the DDA's involvement i the
past year, though.

Ann D thinke the

shop didn't translato into a high

farmeu market planned for the

| ] ‘(the plan) represenu a maturlng of the DDA, .
he DDA has budgsted ItTOpresonts tho general recognition of the :

3237 222 for the first year (1994- factor that what makes a downtown functionls -

more than what you bulld. It's people orlented.’

Robert Schultz:
- city manager’ '

The DDA rocelves 85 percent of
its money from a tax increment fi-
nancing plan and the balance
from a 2-mill tax levy from the
DDA district. Money must only
be veed for public improvementa,

New park benches, sidewalks, a
podestrian lighting system, and
landscaping are some of the im-
provements made since the DDA
formed in 1986,

‘There will be more, Other capi-
tal improvementa include:

8 Posslblo proporty acquisitions
for busineas development and ad-
ditional parking.

@ Developing an  entryway or

P've heard In years.

“Bolng down there six years,
I've seen a fot of things and a lat
of experiments. 1 know what's
golng to work, what's not golng to
work, Things that are not going to
do it are thinga thnt promote ‘free
this’ and ‘free that.

Donovan thlnh downtown

gatewsy lmgo featuro for the cen-
tral distri

"RA llgn pm;mm including bolh :

traffic and general information.
M Eliminating power poles. i
R Repalring F. gton Road )
fmm Grlmi River to Slocum:

DDA officials believe capital -
improvements, as well as private ;
investments, have contributed to
an 11,5-percent increase in real:
property value and 16 new busl.}
nessea in the downtown area, =

“All these measures would in-:

dicate things are going along fair-~ -
Ty well,” Schultz sald, e

drawing card. A farmer'a market?
could bring people in for a rlay,-
she sald.

More than that, she said tlu:
area needs to appeal to a wlder
group of shoppers,

“We need to get young people,
down there who want and need to

downtown Farmington. The uaual "1 don't have any regrets. [ just volume busincss. Tho Denovans _Village Commons is a step in th .
culprits rm|nur£buted to the wish the location was good for ° said they grew tired of it. r!gh:gdolrcctlon. o2 step In the needs a better mix of stores and o . epend money.” .
small, ily It's not.” “I loved what [ was doing,” said “(DDA director) Judy Dawney .
-h%lt[ng dl:‘:{n Poor economy nnd lﬁonovan 'sc Suur;tr:{_ Sl:auv !nlx!'lzi- ‘Ann Do};xmnqilvgho 'I«}VIS: in F‘lllrim. offers a lot of hops,” Ann Dgno- :
not enough time. nally operated out of the ege  ington 8. “'If we' on sellin id, “She has the best i .
But location was also one of the Mu]{ '[‘l;ney maoved to Grand River Bt g _van ea 0 fas £ho hoat e | jﬁmmgmn @bgewer
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Symphony does ‘Bach to Future

b ey Mondsy 400 Thursday
Amwo Second cis pouiags o
9 Oorervee &

WalkAmerica comes to Hills

Part of the annual March of
Dimes WalkAmerlca benefit will
take place in Farmington Hills on
Sunday, April 25.

The start and finish of the 20-
kilometer (juat over 12 miles) wal-
kathon will bo the Orchard Ridge
campus of Oakland Communiuty
College, Laost year, about 1,200
walkers in Farmington Hills
ratsed more than $130,000 to sup-
port March of Dimes

organization can support Wal-
kAmerica, call Patti Rndzlk at the
March of DImes office, 423-3200,

There will be hencfit walks at
11 sites in the Detroit area on
April 25, Some of the sponsors
are; Fitness Factory, Pnpnl,
WKBD-TV, WHYT-FM, WJR
AM and Kmart.

Group du jour, a Farmington
Hills-based symphony orches-
tra condumd by Karen Nixon,
will present * Bncb to the Fu-
ture!” at 7 p.m. Friday, April
28, at Dublin Hall in the Mer-
cy Center, 11 Milo and Middle-
belt roads, F' Hills,

New World"”) and Holst's “The
Planets” will be played.
Tickets at $10 for adults and
$8 for students or seniors may
be purchased at the door or in
an advanco at Fox Formal
chr 33326 12 Mile Road,

Selections from Dvorak's
Symphony No. 9 (“From the

Hills,
Call 478. 2075 for more Infor.
mation,

‘Walkers and volunteer helpers
are needed for the Farmington
Hills event. For information on
‘how you or your company, club or

Business open house

A business open house will be
held 7-8 a.m. Thursday, April 22,
at the Farmington Community
Library, 32737 W. 12 Miie, Farm-
Ington Hills.

A continental breakfast will be
sorved and computerized busl.
ness resources will be demon-
strated, For reservations, call 553-
0300.

:PRO-MOWER'
533-2090

{open 7 days a weok)

SPRING TUNE-UP
$ 9
Includes
«spark plug  +flush fuol system
«oil change  +lube contro!

= Bladesharponing
WE WILL HONOR ALL COUPONS
FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

Is Your Hearing Aid

Driving You Crazy?

Ty "Multifocus”
8y Oticon

* automatically
adjusts to -
environment d

+ 25 times a
second

Lucas Hearing Ald Service
23700 Orchard Lake Rd,
Farmington Hills (New 1o the E\)

477-6682

5th ANNUAL
CAROUSEL OF CRAFTS
Rrts & Crafts Show

April 24th & 25th
10 a.m.-4p.m.
EDDIE EDGAR ARENA
Farmington & tyndon
In tivonia
$1° Admission « 14 & over
SMENTANKA CRAFT SHOWS
(313) 792-4563

DONNA KARAN

COLLECTION SHOW

Thursday, April 22
Noon to 7 p.m.
Intimate Apparel

Meet representative
Debra Ankin and enjoy this
lovely collection.
Luxurious new loungewear,
sleepwear and body
suits as well as bras and
panties, Created with
the same altention to detail
and lush fabrics as in
Donna Karan's designer

Jacobson's

INTIMATES

Birmingham

collections,

336 W. MAPLE RD. ® BIRMINGHAM ® 644-6900

Shap 9130 a.m. to 9 pm. on Thu:

an Snunhy Sunday Noon to 5 p.lm Jacobson's

raday and Friday. 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, chnnday

, VISA®, snd American
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Air Challenge Huarache™
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Greg

“serving the communltv for 38 Years®

Air Jordan® }
orchara Man |-
851-5566 .
w. Bloomfleld |
Evergreen Plaza
559-3580
Southield

HOMELNE: 953-2020
> Open houses and new devel-
apments In your area.
» Free real estate seminar infore
mation.
CUISSIRED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900
» Place classificd ads at your
convenience.
CIRCULATION AFTEA HOURS: 501-0500
» Request subscriptions at your
convenience.
EVENTS LINE: §53-2005
» Current details regarding
community events including
dates, times and fees.
ADSITTER
RESPOKD TO AN AD; 853-2000
PLACE AN AD: 631-0400
> Don‘t talk to strangerst Letus
handle the callers. At your,
convenience, call in ta
retrieve responses from your
ad. It's convenient, safe and
fr:e with any paid classified
ad,

FAX LINE: 18000675904
» Using a MasterCard. or
Visa®, access specialized
information such as autos,
estate sales and garage sales,

Ghe @bserver & ﬁ:eniﬁc’&mzpapem
——— Peader service phone fumbers ———— _; ;

O&E ON-LIE: §91.0903
» With a computer and ‘modem
- you can log on to OXE On. |-
Line, a computer bulletin -~ -
board service (BBS). Hete's -+
some of the features you can-,
access:

* Community events includingy |-
all areas covered by the «[
Observer & Eccentric®
Newspapers.

* Stock quotes that are updat- o
cd daily.

* Assoclated Press news from
around the nation and our
local area.

* Westcoast Music Review, an' ]
electronic magazune fcatuung
music reviews.

* Boardwatch magazine,a
guide to on-line information .
services and other bulletin .
board systems. )

* PC Catalog allows you to -
shop on-line for all computet_,

needs. "

Sign on to O&E On-Line with+"’
or without our software, e
Software is available by mail foz2|
$5 or save yourself the shuppmg

ion is often avail <costs by stopp the

hours before the day’s paper | Observer & Eccentric® Mrces i~

is printed. LivonTa or Birmingham and gets*'|
Avallable soon: ting your disk for only $3. ot
= Beginning on April 25th you z

can receive a list of special BBS Honme:033-2288 -

Mother's Day buffets. > Feelfreetocallusifyos -

Request item number 0426, nced help signing on'to OLE_

$3.50 per request. On-Line. “
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