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Give me an ‘M go green’ for Dave VanderVeen

. Thu is another in o series of
*profiles lpamgmlng  appointees o/
‘new county E: L. Brooks

n COUNTY

rt,” based on an Arthur Halley
novel. “I'm looking at the stuff

Patterson and the jobs they per-
/onn for county residents.

BY.RALPH R. ECHTINAW
S’I‘A"

When the Unlversity of Michi-
m and Michigan State Universi-
ty play football with each other,
"Dave VenderVeen is torn apart
-1keo a tract houee In & tornado.
-zVanderVeen, the Oakland

‘County director of central ser-
{lees, attended both schools, get-
‘ting a bachelor's degree from
.MSU and a master's from U.M.
- =*“I'm real schizo at that game,”
~VanderVeen sald. “I'll stand up
and yell, ‘Hold that line,’ and,
‘Bcore a touchdown,’ In.the samo
kreath. Life is nimpler i1 just
dnn t g0 to those games."”
- = As a former three-sport athlete
‘at--Grand Rapids High School,
VanderVeen knows a little about
.8ports, having been party to theee
‘state champlonship teams in
1956, his sonior year, in swim.
:ming, tennis and football, *
;wasn't a porticularly good ath-
vluw," ho aaid. “I Jult plcked the
‘right teams,”
" In tho same vein, J. David Van-
derVeen figures he plcked the
right team when he went to work
for Oskland County Executive L,
Brooks Patterson on Jan. 1, Un-
like most of Patterson's appoint.
ces, however, who were new to
county government, VanderVeen
already knew how the phones

wax;k.
~'¥or 25 years, beginning when he
was a mere 28 years old (in 1966),
VenderVeon directed the opera-
tions of Qakland.Pontiac Alrport,
aviation mecea at M-59 and
Williams Lake Road in Waterford
Tawnehip,

In:right place
‘;‘hn path he took to get there,

though, is rife with happenstance
and the serendipity of belng in
the right place at the same time.

With & city planning degree
from MSU, VanderVeen went to
work fresh out of school for Ponti.
ac o8 a planner.

‘While in that position, Vander-
Veen concluded that “the things
the city manager was doing
seomed a whole lot more excit-
ing,” so he returned to school part
time and got 2 mester's dagree in
public administration, simulta-
neously supporting a wife and two
L n.

Then in 1965 Pontiac’s airport
maneger died, and VanderVeen
“happened to be in the city mana-
ger's office when they were look-
ing for a replacoment.”

He got the job, and shortly
thereafter tho responslbility for
the alrport (and VanderVeen with
it) was transferred from Pontiac
to Oakland County, “I llked the
prospecta of the county,"” he sald,

Tho prospects of the airport
weren't bnd eilher. Oskland.Pon.
tisc grew under VanderVeen's
tenure from a busy llttle field
needing many improvements to a
modern elrport complete with
6,200-foot runway and Boeing
7278, Learjets and once even a
North American P-51D Mustang
in the landing pattern along with
the usual Ceaana kites.

Currently, Osakland-Pontiac is
the sccond buslest nirport In
Michigan and the fourth busiest
buslnesa/corporate alrport in the
United States with an instrument
landing system, more then 400
hangars, four runways, nine radio
frequencics and a restaurant.

Burt and me

VanderVeen's job, he said, was
essentinlly portrayed well by Burt
Lancaster in tho 1970 movie “Alr-

Burt L is doing, and I
said, ‘Hell, that’s the stuff ¥ dof’ "

VanderVeen also took flylng
lessons, using his own money on
his own time, Ahorﬂy after taking
over the atrport

“ fell in love with ‘aviation,” he
said. “It doesn't tako long for that
to get Into your blood.” However,
he hasn't flown in some time and
hie medical certificate has ex-
pired. .

VanderVeen's new job was a
natural next sten hecause he's
now in charge of the guy (Ken
Patterson) who's in charge of the
airport, With a aalary of $76,000 a
year, he's also responsible for the
county’s radio network, printing,
mail, material distribution,
records retention and tho cafete.
ria. The central services budget is
$25 million, and thers are 325 em-
ployees.

Next to the airport. Vander-
Veen's radio

8Ys-
tem s probably the most high-
tech mspect of his department.
‘With a new 800 megahertz opera-
ting system and nine transceiver
towers, the uyuum will cventunﬂy

DAN DZAN/STATY PHOTOGRAFHEA

Proud dad: J, David VanderVeen's eldest son, D, Scott, is a Clarkston dentist, while

two child Blythe is a deputy director of Macomb County senior services.

Youngest son, Ken, i3 a college student. VanderVeen remarried last October four years
after his first w;fe died of cancer. “A new marriage, a new job,” he said. “It’s like I'm

starting over.”

support sbout 1,000 i
radios used by the sheriff’s de-
partment, public works, the drain
commission and more,

But there's more to life than
microwave communications and
10-4 good buddy. Like sports.

When VanderVeen Isn't work-
ing, which jan't often these days,
he likes to hone his reputation as
one of the best golfers in Patter-
son's kingdom.

VanderVeen admits to a handi-
cap of nine, but county clerk
Lynn Allen, a sometimes linka
partner, eaid “he will shoot
scratch quite often.” If there are
any better golfers in county em-
ploy, Allen aald. ‘they work for
parke and ree.”
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See for yourself
about.
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‘When you decide to join, pay only. $]_2

Afiee that pay only $10 per week No hidden cons or special foods to buy.

t Watchers

[-BIRMINGHAM

SYMC
{400 E. Llncnln
"EcFr: 102,
-DETRI]IT-NI]RTHW EST
-WEIGHT WATCHERS CEHI'ER &
ne Northtand Plaza (Suite 107)
-20755 Gmnileld at Eight Mile
-(Norlhwesl mer)
“Mon: 8am.e, SJDa m., 2 Noone,
0 p.m,
B E-Tue: 5 p.m.e
=Wed: 12 Noon, & p.m.s
LfaTher: 6:30 p.m.¢
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[ Sat8am., 9:302.m.,
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- THE VILLAGE COMMONS
32746 Grand River
X biks, F.:sl nl Farmlnqlm Rd.
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Come to the Weight Watchers meeting nearest you.

PONTIAC/WATERFORD
WEIGHT WAYCHERS CENTER &
OAKLAND POINT
458 N, Telegraph Rd.
Mon: 8:30 a.m.¢, 10:30 a.m.¢, 6 p.m.
Tue: 12;15 p.m.#, 6:30 p.m,
Wed: 102.m., 6 p.m.
Thllr‘l?lﬁpmeDmQ.SJme'
Sat:8:30a.m.¢, 10am.¢
ROCHESTER
WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER &
HAMLIN SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER
1906 S. Rochester Rd.

on: 3:30a.m., 5 p.m.¢,6:30 p.m.¢
Tue: 10a.m.¥. 7 p.m.
Wed: 10am..6

WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER &
Northwood Shapping Center
{Woodward & 13 Mile Road)

3341 N. Woodward Ave.
Sun:9a.mu

: 5:15 p.
Sat: Moa.monlhm

SOUTHFIEL!
WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER &
LATHRUP u\u ING
11 Mile & Eve
Il_lom;ujoam SJmeo 7pm.se
ue:
Wed: 10:30a.m.¢, 12:15p. 6:30p.m.e
Thur: 10:30am.#, 12:1. 8pm.

F:7:15am.
Sat:930ame, 11:00amA

Cal (313) 553-3232 18004874777

WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER
ONE NORTHLAND PLAZA
One Northlang Plaza #107

20755 Greenfield at Eight Mile
{See Detrolt Northwest)

TROY
WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER
TROY COMMONS

815 E. Big Beaver

Mon: 12:35 p.m.e, 7 pm.

Tut 10 mso 12:15 p.m.s,

69. 15 p.m,
Wed 1nam'0 5|Spm0

am 530p.m.e,7p.m.e
.» .

Sa:9a 10:30am.Ae
WEST BLOOMFIELD
SHEPHERD KING

LUTHERAN CHURCH

SJDDW Mnnle Rd. {at Midgiebelt)

Fll 930!"\

AT-WORK MEETIRGS
Lose weight whese you work.
Weight \Vatchers will sef up a
meetin for you and your fellow
employees. Cal lof further
Information. {313) 553-1050
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Booths Available
for the 2nd Annual Red Cross

Collectibles
& Crafis Market

[PUT SAFETY FIRST

Our aats mesl rigid satety
| stndarda setby ASTH |
Bost Salection of Quallty Woodon

Play Structures starting at *349

Saturday, June 5th 8am - 5pa &\\“ 7//

Sunday, June Gih 98 + 4531
Indoars, Rain or Shine d 71'\\

Antiques ¢ Decorative ltems ¢ Jewelry
Quilts + Toys + Treasures + Much More

Call 313-971:5300 ¢ 9au - dest

suporb Play Value
Washtenaw Farm Council Grounds Doll Fospital
Saline, Michigan &£ ‘7ay Soldteor Skop

12 Moe s Dersley

7 W,
131 435118 M T0430; P 104
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CANPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEAMNG

For the Best
Specials of
the Year
call:

589-1700

walet tadatons.
N

DON'T PAINT YOUR .
RADIATORS e

Panl drssticaty eoduces tha eliceaCy of Leam & ot
and wood enclosutes At poor heal

Alfordable Ace Radiator Enclosures...

Keeo Mﬂ wau & comgs ciwn
 Prowct oot 6 o

Manutscturing Co., inc,

mmwm
FREE Onais Estnates

3564 Blus Rk;?:ﬁ Road, Cincinnati, Ohlo 45247

SATURN of FARMINGTON HI1)S
247304
313473.7220
SATURN of PLYNOUTH

Iorthose of you
whod ra

wait fora Saturn,
your Saturn
lSVV&H

1er not

ing foryou.

9301 Manary De. SATURN NOKTH
1275 6 Aou Ackwr KL 2400 Dicie iwy. ot 175, exit 03
313-453.7890 3136208500

‘We were pretty surprised when we ran low on cars alittle while back—as you
can imagine, car companies don' experience that kind of customer demand every
day. Well, the people down in Spring Hill rallied to the cause (they voted to
work as much overtime as necessary) and we now have a pretty wide selection of
Saturns to show you. Including the one you'll probably want to take home.

SLSRP of the 1995 SL2 is $11595 including retadles prey
Tas, licenve, tnansportation

and otber options addtional. ©1995

A Dirrerent KIND Of CompaNy, A Dirrerent Kinp of Car.

S Copoation.

SATURN of SOUTHFIELD
29029 Teleyrapk Roed
3133540001

SaURiaTROY

1804 Maplelorm, Trey Notor

3130434350
SATURN of WARREN

7830 Convrntion
1313 & Vam Dries
3139702000




