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Schroder’s latest is a

call of the mild

By Stoven Alan McGaw

Like many, Rick Schroder first
read Jack London's Call of the
Wild when be was a boy.

“I read it stralght through, In a
alngle sittlng,” Schroder recalls. “It
was 30 vivld, the sights, the sounds,
even the smells. It made me feel
like 1 was It the Yukon. It's a won-
derful book.”

1t Is indeed, and one that seems a
perfect source for the movies. Wil-
Ham Wellman directed Clark Gable
in the first {ilm version of London's
story In 1933, an effort that perhaps
told more about Hollywood than the
Yukoo, but (hrilled oponetheless,
Charlton Heston beaded the cast of
a lackluster 1972 remake that of-
fered little besides beautifut scen-
ery.

London’s evocative story of the
rush for gold and the mysterious
bond between a youog p t

In a 1978 made-for-TV film. Script-
ed by author James Dickey (De-
liverance), the work walked a de-
liberate, deticate line between vio-
lent adventure atory and
philosophical remination oo the nat-
ural world and man's place I it
The fllm was anchored by John
Beck's performance as John Thorn-
ton, the young man who renounces
his father’s wealth to test his mettle
in a sew and il

April 19-April 25, 1893
sics Mustrated comic books, faith.
fully re-creating the skeleton of the
story, but denuding it of any of the

or

that has brought London’s novel
generations of readers since its first
publication in 1903,

In Lofton's verslon, we never un-
derstand why Thoraton chooses to
leave his father’s handsome Seattle
home and profitable lumber busi.
ness, or the source of the mutual re-
spect that emerges {all too quickly)
between the impetuous John and
Charlle (Gordon Tootoosls), the sa-
gaclous Indian who agrees to be his
guide.

Lofton's biggest mistake is his
abrupt handling of the warm, al-

ment.

Now, Schroder plays Thornton in
a pew version of Caoll of the Wild
alring Sunday, April 25, co CBS.
Sadly, this telling of Loodoa’s tale
has more in common with the Hes-
ton film than the other two movies
or the deccptively simple source
novel.

Most of the blame must be placed

and his dog was etfectively captured

play. His app
terinl is reminisceat of the old Clas-

most mystical bond that develops
between John and Buck, the Ger-
man shepherd he rescues from a sa-
distic sled driver,

Schroder struggles gamely with
the role hut, most of the time Is sim-
ply unbellevable as the hot-headed
young rebel who thinks he's pros-
pecting for gold until he learns he's
really looking for himself, His best
moments come In his warm off-
screen  parration, using passages

taken dlrectly from London's text.
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