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- She spms state appomtment ‘wheel

BYTIM Blcmuu)

“Wbeu John Engler comes back
from his road trips through the 83
countles,” eald Anne Mervenne,
*“he gives me a stack of business

. He's hin own best source.”

Mervenne Is director of ap.
pointmenta for.the governor, In
the Olds Tower, across the street
from the Capitol, the former Bir.
mingham resident heads o ataff of
seyen.

They screen people for S00 state
boards, commisslons, committees
and judicial vacancies, In 27
months, Engler has made a whop-
plnx 1,300 appointmenta.

‘For those we probably have
13,000 names on file,” Mervenne
uld “For every nppo!ntmvnt,
there are 10 applicants — some-
times more, sometimes less,

“For the Natural Resources
Commlesion, we have 100 people
on file, It's a populer spot. For the
Public Schools * Retirement
Board, you have to nsk peaple to
apply.”

Six months crunch

Nowadays, Metvenne has a lit.
tle timo to herself, but at the be.
ginning there were slz months of
18-hour days, six doyd a week,
Reason: Democratic Gov, James
Blanchard dolayed all appoint-
ments in election yeor 1990,
“Blanchard didn't want to give
(Senate Republican leader) John

make them,"”

* A narrow winner, Engler found
he had a year and a half worth of
appointments to meke in six
months,

“It gave John Engler an oppor-
tunity to'put his fingerprints on
government much earlier than
usual,” said Mervenne, “It was an
enormous headache for me per-
]snn::lly — 1 should say, chal-

Half the pcople who apply for

‘The other half m recommended
by legislators, “close friends, peo-
pl?dho meets on the road,” she
sal

In 20 years in the Legislature, |

Engler traveled every comer of the
state, including Detrolt and other
urban citiea, “He knows more
than anyone I've met about state
government. People think of him
as from Beal City. No one gives
him the credit he deserves,”
Mervenne said.

Sister Elizabeth

*] think I knew in eccond grade
I wanted to be in publlc service,”
said Mervenne.

A big influence was the late
Sister Elizabeth Girardot, IHM,
who taught government, debate
and forensics at Marian High
School. Sister Elizabeth took her
students to places like the Eco-
nomic Club of Detrolt where they
lunched with Joseph L. Hudson
Jr. and friends,

Engler the opponunlty to rejcct
any app He

was 6o confident that hn dcclded
to wait until after the clection to

Fess up to

Suppose your nome lands on
director of appointmenta Anne
Mervenne'a deek, either because
you wroto a letter or gave Gov,
John Engler your card.

First you'll get a letter acknowl-
edging your interest along with a
two-page form and a request for 2
resume. The form will ask ques.
tions about charges of hreaches of
cthics, criminal charges and civil
lawsuits,

It wjll ask about intercst groupa
and trade associations who sup-

’s mother, Rosemary
Ledwidge, campaigned for Gov.
George Romney in the 1960s too,

sins if you

port (or oppase) you. “We defi.
nitely call legistutors. Legialators
have good input. They know
many people that it's hord for the

seven of us to know,” she soid,
You'll be asked about handi.
caps, ethnic heritage and party of-
filiation because some commie-
slnnx requlre hnudlcappar and bl-
fon. There

Anns Morvenne- -

Four younger siblings are inter-
ested but not politically active.

After graduating from Marian
in 1978 and Michigan State's
James Madison College in 1982,
Mervenne worked on an ill-fated
congressional campaign, did a
stint in Washington as an intem,
then returned as a state Senato
staffer. From 1984 to 1990, sho
worked for Sen. Doug Cruce, R-
Troy, dolng constituent relations, ,
legislative work, political strategy,
staff and budget.

“I was very content with Doug,”
she said, but just the same she
threw her resume into Governor-
elect Engler's pot. After working
with Sens. Cruce and Engler on
the regulatory budget, sho was in-
terested possibly in a place in the

bor or Commerce departmenta,

Before her resumo surfaced,
however, Colleen Pero, a top En-

gler aids, offered her the job of dI-

roctor of appointments, “I was to-
tally astounded, totally flabber-
gasted, that I got this job,”
Mervenne uld. “There's really
nothing you can do to prepare for
this job. It takes good Instincts
about people, self-confidence,
trust in your own judgment, will-
ingness to listen and work with

. others, This sort of Is my life.”

Meanwhile, Mervenne had her

B own political carser, winning two
. terms on the Ingham County

Board of Commissioners as a Re-

"l'hiljob requires too much en-
ergy and concentration,” aho said.
With Cruce, she would work
months on & bill and see it passin
the Senats only to be neglected to
death in the House, Engler’s ap-
pal]num get to do things immedi.
ately,

Search for quality

News people find that Engler
doesn’t give his college board
pointees an agenda to carry out.
Mervenne confirmin that impres.

“ston: “He looks for quallty."
‘The two most important types

of appointments are:

8 Judiciel.

H University boards. Engler him-
eelf reads alumni magazines
searching for names for the 11
boards.

apply, they ask

Few appointees kave had trou-
ble over background: the head of
the unemployment office and a
Natural Resources commiseioner
(fishing violations). Other contro-
:t:iralca have been largely over pol-

cies.

Engler does hil lleket

need them such as the legal coun-

8¢
“If they're all exemplary,” she

sald, “I'll list them in alphabeti-
cal order. A lot of times, I'll have
an A list, a B list and a C list.
Every board is nnlqun Every ap-
pllca.ut is unique.”

posts et

are the usual low enforcement
and credit checks, Sald Merv-
enne: “I'd rather read about it
from them thon in the Free

or
Illm the Tmmporullan Commh-
sion. Mervenne reports to chief of
stalf Dan Pero, but her appoint-
menta reports go directly to En-
gler, with copics to those who

Engler will surprize
her becausa he has a policy objec.

tive she isn't aware of, or he
knows a lot personally about an
applicant with a sketchy resume.

ing.”

“n

&
&

FOX CAPES . "
& .-

3 Wy \’
e .?,,vw.
$197*. \ 3
é ! "”i/

A
+ BLOOMFIELD HILLS

¥4,1515 N. Woodward Avenue
"/4,,, (South of Long Lake)

CLIMATE CONTROL

LEATHER
JACKETS

AVlih removable
Fur Lining
R Starting at

$197

JA(‘K ETS‘

DET!

Limited Sizes & annllll:x 3313
7.

*Nat Piclured

ou,
%

o3

STORM COATS i
With Fur Linlng .
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A GENUINE LEATHER RECLINER
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

NOW ONLY

*999

With Bradington-Young
chalrs-that-recline it
1akes a second look 10
discover_thelr hidden
. beauty. This beautiful
4 bustle back wing chalr Is
upholstered completely
in genulne leather with
the sturdy frame and
mechanism you've come
1o expect from Brading-
ton-Young.
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“ART OUTLET
CRAND OPENING

) APRIL 24th and.25th
' FRAMES AND: PAINTINGS.

BEST BUYS IN THE USA
: BELOW ORIGINAL WHOLESA

ATURDAY AND . SU
11: OOAMTOQOOPM )
‘22517 Telegraph - Southfleld

It Attracts Moths Faster
Than A 200 Watt Lightbulb.

Theoughout the warmer months, our fur storoge

service provides Ihe finest care and pro‘echcnqor alt «
furs, regardless of where they were purcho

Ensure @ long life for your fur, Send it o Nelman Marcus.

‘ . J
How to look”
The Somerset Collaction 2705 W, Big Beaver Road, Troy 3136433100

She summed it up: “It's gratify-

LAURA ASHLEY

CMum's the word

Surprise her with a gift from
Laura Ashley and we'll ship it free!”
Our wonderful gift ideas include:

English chintz totes and travel bags
pretty floral dresses
| fragrant soaps and potpourri
! sitk scarves
signature perfumes
ginger jar lamps
embroidered cotton cardigans
home decorating books
distinctive writing papers
classic sweater twinsets
dressing room accessories
china tea sets
romantic white blouses
soft cozy throws
colorful straw hats
and much, much more.

In celebration of Mother's Day
recéive 25% off all blouses and accessories.’

Limited quantities are available in red and green but
you can choose from 43 other colors In 3 different
leathors by special order at this sensational price. Sale
ends Saturday, May 1.

ot s

of Bloom{leld Hills
600N, Woodward Ave, 332-8348
o] Sopuart Lode 4. Mon, Thort, M. Y9 pm.
mms— 7 s, Wrd Sar. ¥ 330 pom

17100 Kercheval Avenue, Grosse Pointe
Twelve Oaks Mall, Novi
Someract Collection, Troy

Somenses Collection, Troy - Mother & Child

516 East Washington Strect, Atm Arbar

Wooxdand Mall, Gand Rapids

'fmmuaﬂ.ﬂ"&nmﬁmd&”aml'.lﬂm
cgw-unnm-ly through May 9.

«.alternatives to meet
your educational needs

Bacheior of Interdisciplinary Studies
Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies-Capstone
Bachelor of Technical and Interdisciplinary Studies

" Learn how you can earn your bachelor's degree.

> day & evening classes

> weekend courses

> television courses

.I> numerous locations

> automatic temporary admit policy

‘Wayne Saie Universtty
Colege of Lifoiong Leaming
Open House
Wednesday, May 5, 1393 4:00-8:00
Wayne State University Campus

To RS.VP. or fof more information call: 577-0832

Wayne State Unversiy is an Equal Ooportung;fAfmatve Action Employer.
Wayne Stzia Universy—Pecple morking togemher 1o provida qualty senvics.




