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Chapels a popular
wedding backdrop

By JANICE TiGAR-KRAMER
BPECIAL WRITER

step out of the limousine and
the driver pulls away — witha
half.-dozen boutonnieres left inside.
A wedding catastrophe, in most cas.
es, but not at The Little Wedding
Chapel in Farmington Hills, located in

a CHAPELS

a busy strip center with a full-service
florist just doors away.

“Qh, this happens. It's not a prob-
lem,” says an unruffled Debbie Hig-
gins, one of the chapel’s wedding coor-
dinators.

Besides helping couples plan their
ceromony, Higgins will make arrange-
ments with selected vendors for invita-
tions, photograph e8, dos, re-
ceptions, limousines, horso-drawn car-
riages and live music, all at apecial
prices for couples exchanging vows at
the chapel.

The Little Wedding Chapel, in the
Orchard 12 shopping center at Orchard
Pake,nnd‘l}’ M_'lles. 1?.3"3 Emduct of

Shoron Reed and Irene Bruza, who
have years of management and sales
experience between them,

The three opened the Victorian.atyle
chapel in 1390, Today, there are fran-
chisca in Taylor, Mich., and San Anto-
nlo, Texas; tho partnera’ goal is to have
a chapel in every major U.S. market.

On a busy Saturday, weddings are
scheduled about every 90 minutes.
Some dates are booked for 1994, but
it's possible to plan even a formal wed-
ding in a few days, says partner Shari
Joh , & non-di inational minis-
ter who marries about 95 percent of the

les in a candlelit

T he bride and her wedding party

The chapel, which sests up to 65, is
tastafully decorated In dove gray with
white Victorian accents, French doors,
a gas fireplace and n staircase leading
to the bride’s Victorlan dressing room.
Silk bouquets decorate each pew.

“Our ceremonies are reverent, con-
servative and traditional,” Johnson
said, “Afterward, especially [f it's a
family's first chapel wedding, moat ev-
eryons says they feel a sense of satis-
faction; that’s a wonderful way to begin
blending families.”
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Just atoken: Elegant things
come in small packages. The
pastel-colored porcelain can-
dle holder and accent pieces
make thoughtful shower gifts
or remembrances for the wed-
ding party. At Laurel
Boutique in Laurel Chapel
Center, Livonia,

Baughar especially liked the chapel's
restful colora and fireplace. “We're not
members of & church, But we're spirit-
ual and we wanted a meaningful cere.
mony,” said Baugher, who had two at-
tendants and about 40 wedding guests.

The owners' goal is to make each

ple feel their y is the only
one that day.
“We're not a Las Vegas chapel. Las

Vegas minimizes a wedding — wo max-
imize it,” Reed said.

The feo for a Littls Wedding Chapel
ceremony is $175 ($200 on weekends).
Tb‘t H Ja A toalat, N 1
music, chapel decorations and use of
the dressing room.

At Cameo Wedding Chapel in Plym-
outh, owner Joan Burger’s goal is to
create memories. “I've had brides say
maybe thoy don't need to walk down an
aisle and I say, ‘Yes, you do,’ ™ anid
ggmft. who oe‘ened the chapel in

So far, the partners say the chapel
has hosted “tons of coremonies,” in«
. cluding -n_1‘a.ll and large weddings, 'ﬁm

and BgES, VOW
:jnd the nuptials of soms local celebri-
es.

Claudia Baugher and Gary Myers of
Livonia looked at several places before
choosing The Little Wedding Chapel
for thelr wedding in February, It was
the bride's firat marriage, the groom's
second.

For a shopping center [ocation, My-
ers says he was surprised by the chap-
el's intimacy and attractive decor.

q two yoars ago,
*Brides and gn need that v
ceremony is important.”

The Colonial-style chapel, furnished
with old oak church pews, seats up to
60. Burger found the chapel’s 120-year-
old lead-glass doors, which have a
cameo etched in the center, in 8 Plym-
outh antiques store.

Sho thinks the chapel's traditional
decor, coupled with Plymouth’s old-
world charm, bring many couples from
aa far as Monroe. A wedding boutique,
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Exchanging vows:
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Choosing a chapel wedding was a compromise

for Dana Goscinshi and Curtis Cureton of Northuille. He suggest-
ed a civil ceremony but she wanted a formal family wedding, Both

cluded 30 guests and two attendants.

™~

R

’ "‘(.-.l\
LN

K LR R

i

Al

said the chapel was the perfect place for their nuptials, which in-

Last minute:
Claudia
(Baugher)
Myers of
Livonia
looked at
several area
chapels with
husband
Gary before
choosing The
Little Wed-
ding Chapel.
Here, the
bride takes a
moment
alone before
the ceremony
in the chap-
el's Victori-
an-style
dressing
room.



