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POINTS OF VIEW

[@ rememberthe be-
ginnings of the

“  Birmingham-
Bloomfield Race Rela-
tions and Cultural Di-
veraity Council. Here
we were, mostly whites,
concerned with developing a more di-
verse community. But first we had to
figure out how to get the blacks, Asi-
ans, Jews, Chaldeans and other ethnic
groups among us to join in the effort.

It took a while, But now, the group
has become both larger and more di-
verse, addressing the dual concerns of
atteacting minoritics to Birmingham-
Bloomfield plus promoting under-
standing and awareness of various cul-
tures.

Southficld has .
Thursday night, it was rclatively casy
for the Southfield/Lathrup Multicul-
tural Coaltion to get about 300 resi.
donts of visibly diverse backgrounds
together, Their concern: to discover
hdw to retain and market Southfield's
diversity, particularly to whites.

*Amazingly, out of that large crowd of
whites, blacks, Asians, Chaldeans and
Jéws, a number of them Orthodox, just

Education

threo people raised their hands when
asked if they had been born and raised
in Southfield.

This group was made up of people
planting roots — not secking to move
on.

Lynette Campbell, a Southfield resi-
gent who}s alsoa ’gmnbget‘l‘nr fgr the

f
Michigan, sowed the seeds for discus-
sion,

*How do we create the ‘I care for you,
Tom, because you are my neighbor?'
she asked.

“There is something about this com-
munity — let's find it and sell it," she
said.

As they broke up into small discus-
sion groups, the caring and concerns
were evident. The challenge was to list
the pros and cons of life in Southficld.
Among the group that I joined:

W Most wero appreclative of and heppy
with city services.

& Some were sorry Southfield wasn’t
more of a walker's city with a real
downtown.

W All agreed that maintaining quality
sc]lwols is key to maintaining property
values.

is not

to blame for woes

QUESTION: You say there willbe
no support and little sympathy from
the public for teachers who strike
with people losing thelr jobs, taxes +
at an all time high, etc. However, as
a teacher, I tako great exception
when these same people blamo pub-
Ile school teachers, administrators
and boards of educatlon for every-
thing wrong In our eoclety, from low
test scares to drugs in the schools,
to encournging active sexual behav-
for. Do you support those parental
attitudes?

ANSWER: I take great exception to
the.attitude that it is a failing school
system that has caused the problem of
supposedly low test scores, drug use
and other socictal problems.

Schools and what goes on in schools
is & reflection of the family valucs stu-
dents bring with them when they enter
the school building each morning. Val-
ucs are taught and caught at home,

We don't teach open sex or violence
as the means to solve isaues as shown
in the movies and on TV, nor drugs ns
an enhancer for a high or to solve prob-
lems.

Low test scores and poor student
achievement is more a direct fault of
the home and those parents who have
placed all responsibility for learning on
teachers, administrators and boards of
education, We have plenty of evid

high school teacher/parent conferenc-

es,

& High school children of Asian boat
people spent an average of three hours
a night on homework; junior high stu-
dents spent 2% hours; and grade
schools spent two hours,

Parents requiring homework in our
socicty, however, are a joke. Probably
less than 30 percent are on top of
homework.

Other factors were evident in Ca-
plan's study such as the Asian parents
rending aloud to their young elementa-
ry children every night. Children pay
attention and follow rules,

Caplan points out other examplea.
Jewish immigrants from Eastern Eu-
rope excelled in our school system. A
1861 study by Judith Kramer and Sey-

f the University of

H 1t was relatively easy for
the Southfleld/Lathrup
Multicuitural Coalition to
got about 300 resldents of
vigibly diverse back-
grounds together. Thelr
concern: to discover how
to retaln and market South-
fleld’s dlversity, particular-
ly to whites.

M Several spoke to the decline of the
family in terms of unsupervised chil-
dren at home and in neighborhoods —

erate in their own spheres, There
ahould be a vehicle for them to come
tog'gthnr.

Budding group fertilizes society’s prototype

ing, the liats of pros and

deomed to be both a and
national problem.

M Nods of egrecment were seen when
one man said that even in integrated
nelghborhoods, the various minorities
may keep to themselves,

B And blacks whose children attend
Southficld-Lathrup High School were
critical that there were no black teach-
ers or counselors for them to relate to.
B A Japancse businessman from Bir-
mingham sald that none of his compa-
ny's Japanese cmployees live in South.
field (they live in Birmingham, West
Bloomfield, Bloomficld Hills). It seems
that those are the communitics that
are hyped as tho places to live back
home, Ho is working with the South-
field Chamber of Commerce and his
company in Japan to change that.

B With some prompting from the facil-
itator, several safd local busis (in-

cons were pasted up throughout the
room. They will be compiled and
mailed out to participants, Thenin
September, this group of 300, and any--
one elso who is interested, will gather
again to reach solutions,

Some stood up to express anger that,
no television cameras showed up to
cover this ovent.

They’re hero when there's a shooting,
but where are they when all these peo-
ple have come together to save thelr
community, one woman griped.

The truth is, journalists aren't keen
obout covering process, But this pro-
cess was newsworthy because South-
ficld s such a special place. It's a city
striving to be a prototype for the way |
our society is developing. "

As one white man sald about raising
his sons in §outhﬁeld: “Southficld’s an

cluding the Fortune 500 companies)
necd to become more involved with the
schools.

!l A consenaus: Goverment, s:ho]ols.

p for these guys to

learn to mix with the rest of the world.”
dJudith Doner Berne is assistant

managing editor for the Oakland Coun- .

Crime of rape judges us all

ape is a crime that tests our jud-
R jcial system, the news media,

and some of our most basic be-
liefs about civilized behavior, We have
by most accounts regrettably failed all
of thoso tests,

A recent workshop for journalists on
sexual asaault addressed most of the
issues reporters and cditors face when
covering the crime, but a discussion
about revealing the victim's name nev-
er really materialized.

That is 2 shame, because that quea-
tion is not only one of journalistic cth-
ics, but one that exposes the problems
we all have in dealing with rape and
othor violent crimes,

d

‘This p )¢l
by the University of Michigan Sexual
Assault Prevention and Awareness
Center, addressed many of the dilem-
mfnjnumnllam face in covering the

crime,

And although there were representa-
tives of both TV and print media, law
enforcement people, rape counselors,
victims of rape, and parents of a rape/

all op-

that would be sure to follow.

But recent cases, most notably the
highly publicized William Kennedy
Smith case in Florida in 1991, have
brought forth the issue of whether to
identify the woman who brought the
charge.

In that case, one television network,
NBC, identified the woman on the
grounds that if Smith was being named
although he was presumed innocent,
his accuser should nln'n be named. Artie

clea d ing NBC's decision fol-

ty edi of the Observer & Eccentric.

names of victims who aek to bo identi.
fied and tell their story, but not those _ .
of victims who don’t want the publici-, ..
ty

Often, even when newspapera don't
identify the victim, other facts of the
case point to the victim, or to someone. =
else. And because the rapist is named,”
he will sometimes get to air his side of " -
the story, while the victim is shrouded
in desperate silence.

One victim soid she read a story in .=.
which her attacker snid ho wanted *
put this all behind him and get on wit]
his life.”

The atakes are high. Since so few
rapes are already reported, the chances
are that a rapist will get away with the*
crime and repeat it. The man whose *
daughter was roped and then murdered -
lator found out that the killer had at-, _ *
tempted the same crime two other
times, Once he had been pulled offthe  ©
victim. The other time the victim sur- " *
vived, but her father sought to keep the ©,
crime quict because he thought the =~ °
publgslty would hurt his community

murder victim, what was not add
could shed mora light on why sexual
assault has not diminished despite
tougher laws, more enlightened pro-
secutors and judges, and many work-
shops and seminars,

Studics show that one of three wome
en and one in 10 men in this country
will be sexually abused in his or her
lifetime. That should be an alarming
statistic. But only when several rapes

mour Lovent of

to support this position.

Dr. Nathan Caplan, University of
Michigan professor emeritus (and oth-
m) recently completed a major Insti-
tute of Social Rescarch study.

Br. Caplan and his colleagues sct out
to determine why children of Southenat
Asian boat people have done so well in
ouf school system. How could children,
most non-English apeaking when they
arrived, out score our own students on
standardized tests and in grade point
averages?

Indeed, I'll always remel}lbcl: the

F D d that nearly 50

percent of the Eastern European Jew-

ish immigrants’ third gencration at-

tended college, despite the fact that the

first generation had little or no educa-

tion when they arrived in the United
tates.

The emphasis on family and culture
was found to be instrumental in their
amazing success.

In another study, the Japanese, after
World War 11, also thrived academical-
ly. Their success was attributed to cul-
tulr.nl and family values and parental

Vv girl at one

being intreduced as valedictorian, a
girl who could not spcak English when
she arrived in the seventh grade,

Without going into detail, Dr. Ca-
plan’s study concluded that the U.S,
educational crisis is far more a societal
problem than a school or academic
problem.

Consider some of the finds of tha
Asfan student study and compare
them with what many teachers are
fgcvd with everyday in our liberated so-

ciaty.
W The Asian paront refugees made ed-
ucation the priority. They endorsed the
value of working in a disciplined man-
ner with their child’s own energy boing
the key factor in learning and in attain-
ing high grades and high test scores.
Teachers and administrators have
too often become the inour

So to what do we attribute our sup-
posedly lower test scores and
achievement? Is it the teacher, is it the
educational system or ia our society
poing down the drain?

‘Woe have a society where, according
to the Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics, forcible rape has gone up
10,5 percent over the past 20 years;
where women are afraid o go to a mail
alone at night; where aggravated as-
sault has increased 206 percent; where
murder has increased 50 percent; and
where violent crimes have increased
145 percent.

‘Wo have a severe breakdown in fami-
ly and societal values in this country.
History shows overy great country held
the crown for about 250 years before its
geclinf. We are at year 217 aince the

present society, a society where paren-
tal authority and responsibility have '
taken a vacation.

iathe

of 1776,

Parents, let's get o clue! Take some
Teadership in the home and quit blam-
ing teachers, administrators and the

B The family o!'Asian : e

1 system. The non-English

ey

central par-
ents and children honor a mutual col-
Jectiva obligation to one another. Di-
vorce is rare. Asian parents attended
all parent/teacher conferences.

But for others, the divorce rats is at
an all time high. Teachers daily face

hildren from parent

homes; too often & woman works two
jobs. And only 30 percent turn out at

.

Asian boat families have
shown the way.

James “Doc” Doyle, a former teach-
er/ school administrator/university in-
structor, is president of Doyle and As-

tes. an educational i
firm. To leave a message for Doyle from
7 mail-

a touchtone phone, dial 953-204. i-
box 1856,

are d,orap ly vielent
rape occurs, does the crime receive
much attention. It often is reported in
cycles, leading to greater public awarc-
ness for a period of time,

Although the names of rape victime
are public record onco a suspect is
charged, unlike other vielent crimes,
including murder, they are not treated
as such, News organizations, with few
exceptions, have treated rape different-
ly, with the aim of protecting the vic-
tim from the additional pain of reliving
the crime and the public humiliation

lowed, but surprisingly, many women

who had either been raped or had coun-

seled someone who had been raped,

fluld the victim's name should be pub-
c.

Their reason is quite a different one:
In order for rape to be taken scricusly,
it had to be reported liko other crimes
— with sensitivity to the accused and
accuser but without kid gloves.

That opinion ia getting more and
more play, especially since the Kenne-
dy case. It could push victims back
into hiding and make it easier for ra-
pists to repeat the crime. But now that
the urgumenx(l’t has been made, it must

ssed.

Knowing that some newspapers do
print victims' names could give g vic-
tim second thoughts about reporting
the crime,

Ideally, newspapers will print the

It's not likely that if his daughter
had been robbed, injured by a hit-and,
run driver, or murdered that the man
would have tried to keep it quict. But:
somehow, to many people rape implie:
some complicity by the victim, The
terms “date rape” and “acquaintance
rape,” used to describe the vast majori- -
ty of sexual assaults in which thera. .23
pist and victim know each other, tri
alizo the crime. As one victim at the .
workshop sald, “I knew him, but I H
wouldn't hardly describe this as a date. |
All I asked for was for him to stop.” :

Journalists need to try to expose this
problem and the underlying hypocrisy
that allows rapists to proy on us all.

And people have to do some soul
searching as to why this crime pun.
ishes the victim.

Bilt Coutant is a reporter for the
Farmington Observer. He may be
reached by calling 477-6450.

Here are some sure fixes for schools

ant to know some sure fire
w waya to fix Michigan’s
schoola? Since many of them
are “politically incorrect” or “economi-
cally unfeasible,” it's unlikely that
anyone from Lansing or universities or
schoo! boards will buy them all, Many
ordinary taxpayers may shy away from
soma ag well, But for anyone who really
wants to fix things, here’s how:
1.Teach ell kids to read and reason.
Compotent readers/reasoners can learn
anything.
2.Pay for all public schools with in-
come and luxury sales taxes and then
fund according to need, with each
school getting at lmt‘ﬂ.o'oo per stu-

..~ 'JOKN TELFORD

Aentnd

to teach, and do h

9. Devise carcer ladders for K-12
teachers which compare favorably with
nr!m!n!nmtlvc salaries, nnq rcgu'u'e all

to teach y.
. Also pay substitute teachers a decent

wage.

10. Retain retired educators’ teach-
ing, counseling and administrative ser-
vices on a part-time basia.

11, Decriminalize adult use of drugs
and divert those police and prison dol-
lara to beef up education and treat-
ment programa, (Even the mayor of

at each others’ levels. St up similar
staff exchange and student exchange
programa l?::l.wc'en more Jm'd lags accio-

dent, and many with di
populations getting more. All commu-
nity collegea become tuition-free, and
no private school gets subsidized.

3, Combine education with social
services (health, recreation, child care)
under one administrative umbrella and

costs

6. Enable teachers to rotain their
seniority if they transfer from one dis-
trict or institution to another, an
standardize inter-district salary scales.

7. Establinh cross-district magnet
schools to address special interests,
n{ch as hllnhd'lnd gifted, alternative

houss them in the schools.
dmini by radi-

4.Cut i
cally reducing the number of school
districts, and then establish qualifica.
tions for local boards and pay them to
serve.

5. Create exchange programs for the
best public school and university staff

arts, science and
technical education.
‘8. Rl:crult' more all:'lg mchlx!; I'l'ld. 3

Detroit ia saying this now.)

12. Evaluate ed more

n ly. Lengthen probati pe-
riods for new teachers and make it le-
gally easier to remove incompetent
tenured ones. .

If we do these things, the next gener-
ation will flourish. If we don't, it won't, :
but that's what my solutions will coun-
ter just as soon as we muster the moral
atrength to implement them. .

John Telford, a Rochester Hills resi-
n.ienl, was on assistant superintendent
in the Rochester School District. He
pmm;nly was mu‘w:he director for

in the Pl A

minority candidates — and train them
longer and better before and after hie-

ing them.

Y

Canton district. To leave a r
Telford from a touchtone M%fn
953-2047 mailbox 1879,

) -



