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Survivo
feelings

—— Dhiz s
STREET
SENSE Lole, I am a

survivor of
physical and
sexual abuse,
In responsa to
your questlon,
whether a per-
son is ecver
whole after
these experi-
ences, my an.
swer is no. I
———— . bave been in
therapy for more than five
years and I still wrestle with
my demons. I wake up scream-
{ng in the middle of the night; I
have & difficult time trusting
anyone; and I am afraid of in-

timacy,

T am atill discovering tho se-
verity of the abuse; there are
many things too terrible to re-
member. Abuse affects the
whole family not just the vic-
tim. My brother denied that
anything happened to l.ﬂm for

" BARBARA
SCHIFF

r shares
about

being abused

wrong

Quivering from the rage
He squeezed my throat tightly
* Pounding out all that was

wrong
Until my mouth spit out blood

He squeezed my throat tightly
His fingers gripping like a vice
Until my mouth spit out blood
I was hysterically calm

Hia fingers gripping ltke a vice
Meeting my flesh

1 was hysterically calm

His big hands hurt

Dear Lols,
Thank you vety much for

‘Boy’s Life’ relives writer’s fear

BY JOHN MONAGHAN
SPECIAL WaITER

“This Boy's Life,” based on the
autoblography by Tobias Wolff,
twiats the traditional Boy Scout
virtues of honesty, thrift, end
obedlence into a living hell for a
teenager growing up in the 1950s.

The mountain vistas and a
playful Slnatra singalong (not to
mention the film’s evocative title)
hint at o happy-go-lucky romp
with mother and gon in a clunky
old Nash. Then the nagrator says,
“When my mom got beat up by
her boyfriend, we lit out for the
uranium fields of Utah” and we
know we're in for a rocky ride,

After a year of trylng their luck
in Salt Lake City, Toby (Leonard
DeCaprio) and his mother Caro-
line (Ellen Barkin} hop a bus for
Seattle and yet nnother in a series
of new horizons. When Caroline
eventually ends up in the middle
of nowhere married to an abusive
mechanic named Dwight (Robert
DeNiro), she admits, “I've run
out of fresh starts.”

The movie might use o bit of

MOVIES

literary license when Caroline
stretches her independence by
getting involved with the Kenne.
dy campalgn, but the always.
watchable Barkin plays & believ-
able woman who tries desperately
to keep her sunny side up. When
it comes to clashes between Taby
?nd l_)'wlght, she “won’t play re-

erce.

While DICaprio is also quite
convincing as the troubled teen-
ager, the movie revolves around
DeNiro’s rock-solld performance.
This is no “Cape Fear” and his
Dwight no ordinary psycho. He's
cloddilycharming at firat, wooing
Caroline with flowers and compli-
ments.

And at first you might think
he's doing right by Toby, who
does lack discipline and is well on
the way to becomlng a juvenile
delinquent.

He gets Toby a paper route and
enliats him in the Scouts, com-
plete with a subscription to a

“Boy's Lifo"-type magazine. He
insists that the teensger attend
both church and achool regularly
and learn how to protect himselfl
in a fight,

But Dwight also keeps the

monoy Tolzy earns (he's saving it.

when

. Child,”

ey

*n? roll classica like “Real Wild
“Summertime Blues,”
and “I'm Not a Juvenile Delln:
quent.” .
Michae! Caton-Jones, the Scot-
tish-born director of “Scangsl”
and “Doc Hollywood,” and

for

‘Toby really needs it) and beats
the boy to a pulp for minor of-
fenses like falling to scrapo the
aidea of an empty mustard jar
Dwight grows violently jealous
when he thinks someone has
shown him up, which Toby does
when he dreams of a lifs beyond
Cement, Wash.

The movie s not all doom and
gloom. Some of it's quits funny.
The terminally square Dwight
tells stupld jokes and uses irritat-
ing phrases like “shut your ple
hole.”” He's a lousy father, lover,
nuophnr{e player, A}:{mn}\ogur.

Robert Gotchell haye
reportedly retained the flavor-of
Wolifs 1989 novel. The usdlof
wide screen, though not incredi-
bly inventive here, does contrast
nicely with the confines of
Dwight's dumpy and oppressive
house,

The darkness behind “This
Boy's Life* will mako it unpopu-
lar with some. Heartfelt and n-
compromising, it's a kick in‘the
tecth to the mindless nostdigla
usually packaged for Baby
Boomers. .

If you have o comment for John
M han, call him at 953-2047,

an 8 n-
ablility to realize this makes him
strangely sympathetic.

‘The only simple nostalgic plea-
sure comes through the sound-
track, which resurrects gutay rock

moilbox number 1866, on -a
Touch-Tone phone, or write him
care of Street Scene, Observer &
Eccentric  Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia,

your honest and
letter, Of all the letters that I
have read, this one has moved
me the most and has slso
frightened me.

None of us want to believe
that atrocities can oceur within
one's own family experience, so
we lie to lves and to oth.

years, and at 35,
memories are now coming back
to him.

Is it @ coincidenco that I
married a man whose father
molested his daughters? This,
too, was a repressed memory in
my husband’s family until two
years ago, I have been married
almost 20 years and this was a
teal shocker, believe me. Both
familles began to remember af-
ter the death of our parents.

Healing 1s difficult, but my
demons and me live a relative-
ly normal, productive, happy
life in the suburbs, Here is a
poem [ wrote to describe my
feelings mbout the physical
abuse [ encountered.

The Blg Hand
Hibs big hands hurt
Qulvering from the rage
Meeting my flash
Pounding out all that was

ers to protect ourselves, and to
maintain a homeostasis that
will allow us to survive.
Forgetting was your method
of survival, and your brother’s

SCREEN SCENE

A sompling of what's playing at
alternative movie theaters across
metro Detrolt as reviewed by
John Monaghan,

W DETROIY FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
Woodward Avenue, Detroit. Call
8332323 for lnful"mntlnn, {85; 84

and your husband’s. R
bering can sometimes be the
firat long step toward eventual
peace.

As you can see I am respond-
ing from the heart as you did in
your latter,

Barbara

If you have a question or
comment for Barbara Schiff, a
trained therapist and experi-
enced counselor, send it to
Street Sense, Obscrver & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150,
You can also lcave & message
by calling 953-2047, mailbox
1877, on a Touch-Tone phone.

“Leolo" (Canada - 1992), 7, 9:30
p.m. May 7 - 8; 4, 7 pm. May 9,
Convinced he ia the offspring of &
sperm-Jaden Italian tomato, Leo-
lo is in fact the brightest and
youngest member of a bizarro
family that long ago plunged off
the deep end, Viewers under 18
will not be admitted to this con-

tal and award-winni

thia obscure independent film
stars Brad Pitt &8s a New York
lounge singer obsessed with the
muske of Ricky Nelson. Tina
Loulse (Ginger from “Gilligan's
Island") and singer Nick Cave co-
star in a film directed by Jim Jar-
musch’s cinematographer Tom
DiCillo.

[ MAIN THEATRE
118 N. Main, Royal Oak. Call
542-1080 for showtimes, {$5.76)
“Brother’s Keeper” (USA «
1892), Joe Berlinger and Bruce
Sinofsky’s fascinating documen-
tary explores the facts behind a
bizarre New York murder trial in-
volving four flliterate bachelor
broth il

comedy from across the border.

B MAQIC BAQ THEATRE

22918 Woadward, Ferndale. Call

544- 3030 for information. ($5)
“Johnny Suede” (USA - 1992).

7,9, 11 p.m, May 7. Made shortly

before he became a heartthrob

with "A River Runs Through It,”

i ul
ject is handled with sensitivity
and profound insight as the reclu-
sive farmers enter a community
that once shunned but now
stands up for them.

B MAPLE THEAYER
4135 W. Maple Road, Bloomficld
Hills. Call 855-9090 for show-
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LEVIEW Please print or type your review (50 words or less) en
a separate sheet of paper, attach this coupon and mail to:

Street Scene, 36251 Schooleraf?, Livonia, MI 48150.
- W= You can also call in your review at 953-2030.

553-0000 x430

ADULIS: $16.95
SENIORS: $14.95
CHIDAEN

10 6 UNDER:  $8.95
CHILDREN
JGUNDER: Free

Clarion Hotel

& Executive Suites

Turmingion 1
e sy

Chef Kamel
Formertly of Opus One
& The Rattlesnake Club
invifes you fo sample his,

Mother’s “Day

Brunch Gxtravaganza

When: Sunday. May 2, 1993

Where: The Clarlon Hotel & Executive Suites
Time: 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m

RSVP:  Reseivations Required
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Fonte D'Amore

Presents...

-
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AND

TWICE

THE FUN!

lunch

beautiful
Cascades Restaurant and get the second meal
- fiee. (The lunch or dinner must be of equal or
lesser value. Alcohollc beverages not Included.
> Please present coupon when placing order.)

Buy one or dinner at our

Valid April 26 - May 8, 1993

Detrolt - Livonla
19525 Victor Parkway
In Victor Corporate Park
Livonla, Michigan 48152
(313) 462-6000
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&0 Treat your Mother
and the rest of the family “€p,
o an clegant Mother's Day Dinner
Sunday, May 9th
Serving from 12:00-6:30
Our Family-Style Dinner includes;
Antipasti - Minestrone Soup
Penna Marinara « Fettucine Alfredo
Sausage & Peppers « Veal Siciliano
Italian Roasted Chicken
Oven Roasted Potatoes
Fresh Vegetables of the Day
Sorbet « Fresh Fruit Baskets

times, ($5.75 evenings; $2.95
twilight)

“Like Water for Chocolate”
(Mexico - 1992), A lonely women
puts all her energles into creating
wonderful meala in this blend of
fantasy and drama. As with the
Danish hit “Babette’s Feast,” au-
dlences won't want to sce the film
on an empty stomach.

“The Last Days of Chez Nous"”

T
(Australia — 1992). Director Gil-
1lian Armstrong returns to her na-
tive Australia for this well.drawn
account of a family on the vergo of
change in contemporary Austra.
lia. When sister Vicki (Kerry Fox
of “Angel at my Table") returna
from Europe, it causes both joy
and tension in her sister's house,
Bruno Ganz and Lisa Harrow elso
star. f

e

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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“*MOM?*

Call us, then call her for a great Mother’s Day celebration!!
Made for Mom Chef Specials. Open Noon - 9 p.m.
Reservafions encouraged!

SOUTHRELD - Evergreen Y Bk. S. of 1-696. « 355-1990

3

s S
@afomn
FARMINGTON HILLS - ot 12 Mile Rd, & Orchard Loke Rd. + 553-7000

o

LIVONIA « Laurel Park Place, 6 Mila Rd, & 1-275 - 484-9030

«4:00-7 ?

*

& MAYO

"« Rennle Kaufman » Entertainment
« Free T-Shirts « Prizes » Glveaways

» Margarita Speclals
« Appetizer Specials

® JOIN US FOR A FESTIVE DAY OF FUN, FOOD AND FRIENDS! @
& WE WILL BE OFFERING OUR CINCO §6.95 SAMPLER.

v DON'T FORGET - IT'S WEDNESDAY, THE FIFTH OF MAY, A
MOST SPECIAL DAY SO MAKE US YOUR STOP FOR CINCO.

.

- CASA LUPITA -
Reservasions Gladly Accepred = Troy « 643-7720  ® ¢
#2085 West Big Beaver » Between Crooks & Coolidge %7
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