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Thanks for the memories:
Bob Hope turns 90 on NBC

By Dan Rice

NEC cclebrates the 90th birthday
of its longest-shining star In the
three-hour gala Bobd Hope: The
First Ninety Years, airing Friday,
May 14. The special features clips
from Hope’s §9-year show busincss
career, dozens of gueat stars and
hosts Jay Leno, Walter Cronklte,
Roseanne and Tom Arnold, Angela
Lansbury, Paul Relser, Garry
Shandling, Tom Selleck and Betty
White

A veteran of more than 500 TV
shows, Hope can and does draw up 2
birthday guest list the likes of which
is seldom seen. Film co-stars Jane
Russel], Phyllis Diller and Roy
Rogers make appearances, along
with Dale Evans, Johnny Carson,
Candice Bergen, Donald O'Connor,
Carol Burnett, John Forsythe, Garth
Brocks, Colln Powell, Jack
Klugman and Tony Randall, Also
extending thelr regards are all six
living American presidents: Clinton,
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Bush, Reagan, Carter, Ford and
Nixon. Les Brown and bis Band of
Renown supply the tunes, and An
Jiltan, Resemary Clooney, Whoopt
Goldberg, Lucle Arnaz, Michacel
Richards and Dave Thomas
perform, And just so Hope will have
an elder with whom to swap quips,
:‘;;ydcnr-olq George Burns will be on
. Born Leslie Townes Hope on May
29, 1903, in Elthen, England, the
perennlal performer holds the
distinctlon of belng successful in
every modern medium of
entertalnment; vandeville,
Broadway, radlo, fllms and
televislon. Hope even amused
crowds in his short career as boxer
Packy East. From his 192¢ show
buslness debut in a dancing act for
the Fatty Arbuckle Revue to his
string of Road plctures with Blng
Crosby and his annual Christmas
specials on TV, Hope has brought a
smile to more faces than perhaps
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any other comedian. No doubt his
most appreclative audiences have
been those he journeyed around the
world to reach—American
servicemen.

“March Field, 1941: They asked
me i T would come down there and
do a show,” Hope recalls of the
beginning of his relationship with
the military, “1sald, “Yes sir.’ [
went down, and the audience was so
damned good I sald, ‘Wait a minute,
how long Las this been golng on?'
And I started dolng bases around
different places, Then, of course,
World War Il started, and I went all
over the world.”

One of the key figures In the
organization and success of the
United Service Organlzation (USQ),
Hope continucd to take his act to the
{ront Jlnes throughout World War II,
the Korean War, the Vietnam War
and Operation Desert Shield, with
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