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New footwear is
fun and funky!
as long as it has the relaxed, casual feeling

T of spring’s newest fashions. To comple-
ment the fluld wide-leg trousers and longer hem-
lines, choose from platforms, espadrilles, clogs
and wedges — the more subatantive soles provide
needed proportion to today's fresh, feminlne look.

“New classlcs raised to new helghts," is one dc-

of the '93 ecason as
by shoe deslgner Jonn Helpern, the Joan of Joan
& David in the Somerset Collection. Remini.
scent of the 1940s, the solid platform and artform
heel of the Joan & David suede slingback (3245}
are understated, yet fun.
“Don't be

ofraid of plat-
forms,"” advises
Allcla Mathog
of Joan & David.
“Thero arc busi-
ness looks and
fun looks and
A ultimately you

have to be com-
fortable in your shoes.” A store regular ngreed.
Though she loves classic styling, she consented
that modified platforms are perfect for certain
hemlines,

Diane Sicbrasso of Birmingham shook her
head in the negative. “I renlly hate the '60s look
and platforms,” she said, "It was such an ugly
time for fashion.” Diane looks for lasting style.
But though
opinion is
mixed, retro de-
signs are hot
sellera even
within the bas-
tions of tradi-
tional footwear
emporiums like
Joon & David, If
your taste runs townrd Ieu chunky silhouettes,
look for d oxfords, ya-pop!
lar loafers, cork-heeled slings or the updated spec-
tator pictured in suede with a low sculptured heel
(8160},

Don't worry about seeming too trendy if you opt
for a newer wedge platform or wood-soled sandal,
“The fun pieces are artistic, not dated,” says
Mnthug. Buy what you like and what fits your life-
style.”

If you want to experience shoe shoppingin a
churgcd party-like atmosphere, check out Precls,
newly opcned at 'l‘welvc Onks Mall. This hip Eu.
T tyled que beckons s with its
opulcnt curved-front window vignettes and blaring
overhead musie videos,

his is the scason of the shoe. Anything goes

Music draws shoe lovers

“The louder the muaic, the busicr we get,” says
store manager Cheryl Plerce. As cherubs float
through the clouds on the hand-painted celling,
shoe lovers are treated to an ever-changing display
of the hottest new stylea,

“I've sent three of my friends and my mother to
Precis,” snys Kathy Allan of Livonia, She de-
scribes the shoes as fun and not too expensive.
“It's so0 hard to find fun, fashion-forward shocs,”
she said.

Though Kathy loves the new platforms and
clogs, her boyfriend hates them. So on this trip,
she’s trying jeweled sandals and thongs. Her mom
bought half-hoots which, according to Pierce, are
still popular to wear with shorts this summer,

1 spoke to Angela and Tanya, up from Ohloona
day-long shopping trip and inquired as to the con.
tents of their many shoe boxes. “I love shoes,”
said Angela. “You shouid see my closet.” She was.
going home with four new pairs, including back
suede mega-platforms from Precis. ' look for
style and high fashion, Shoes ahould make a state-
ment,” she added.

Her friend Tanya was still looking for platforms.
“Definitely getting some,” she said. Her ahoe pur.
chose was the new white mule by Keds ($22),

Lots of looks

Precis has a look for every individual taste from
grunge to sophisticate, For casual summer outfita,
the Converse plaid lowtap is hot, as is the Birken-
stock-look priced at a low $24. But the choices are
endless. Leather and suede clogs on wood or cork
platforms are popular, as are classic spectator
lace-ups ($49), granny-style boots and canvas
slips-ons by Diesse ($24).

For a dressier look, you may want a crochet
aling-back ($34) or a rhinestone embellished
pump. “Satin shoes for proms ¢ and weddings are
blowing out of here right now,” says Pierce. And
the shop can dye your shoes to match your dress.

Linda Bachrack is a Birmingham resident. You
can leave her column ideas by calling 953-2047,
mailboz 1889 from a touch-tone phone.

Cleamng a mall is
JOb for the experts

Heavy equipment and round-the-clock crews are get-
ting the malls ready for spring. But you know the old
saying. . . a housekeeper’s work is never done.

of Troy, (left)”
polishes the
stainless steel
around an en-
trance to the
Somerset Col-
lection, David
Niewolak of
Clinton Town-
ship (below)
dusts the
planters under
the Somerset
rotunda.

By SusaN DSMAGGIO
STAFF WRITEI

If you thlnk spring cleaning your
hmil“ is tough, try spring cleaning a
ma

“You bet it's a big job,” said Peter
Thompson, operations director at
Westland Center, “It takes our mid-
night crew three weeks to strip, scrub,
clean and refinish 300,000 square feet
of terrazzo and cement floor, Wo also
hand scrub around all the entrances

to mmovc the salt left over from wine
Nnxt they bring out the heavy artil-

“Our high-pressure steamers steam
the sidewalks, removing the um nnd
oil we couldn't get to over the winter,”
Thompaon continued. "We've got to
re-sod the arcas whero the grass was
killed by salt and rake all around the
property, trimming the trees, too.”
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Mom’s Day cards change with the times

BY S8AN DEMAGG10
STAF? WRITER

Mother's Doy is Sunday, and the
card shops that dot our malls and
malnstrects are waiting for you with
the lights on.

Mom's Day is the fourth biggest
card-sending holiday of the year, ac-

lows Christmas, Valentine's Day and
Easter in the number of cards sent,”
she said, “Last year, 160,000 million
Mother's Day cards were purchased
in the United States. The first cards
were sent n the early 1920s.”

Mother's Day was d an

country's strength and Inspiration.”
Hallmark Cards, and itsa Ambassa-
dor Greetings diviston, have 1,200 dif-
ferent Mother's Day card designs to
choose from this year, You can select
a Mother's Day card t at makes a
1 ad-

official holiday by President Woo.

offera
vice, Is printed on n.-cyclnd paper, o

namics of the American family,” Hel. :
gager cxplained. “They vary from
lighthearted to sentimental. The
messagen nckn?‘wle«;xn the roality of
hips t
good and difficult timea. “Mora than
half of all American mothers work,”
ehe continued, "nnd about 35 percent

cording to Betsy Helgager, o spokes-  drow Wllsunin 1816 when hesigneda one 60 artful it of all A now live in
woman for Hallmark Greetings in joint C fon calling
Kansns City, Mo, “Mother’s Day fol- mothers "the greatest source of the “Qur cards reflect the changing dy- Sco QREETINGS, 7A'
MONDAY, MAY 3 S — Crosswinds Mall,
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WEONESOAY, MAY S

DIA TR

Evoryweanescai shoppers can Detroit
lection to DIA, Departa the mafi at 11 a.m and 12:40
P.m. Departs the art museum for the mafl at 2:50

shop at Twalve Oaks Mall, Seating lisnited.
Somerset Collection. 8ig Beaver/Coolidge.
833-7971.

LINGERIE PARTY
mmmmmuw;mmm
in downtown Bimingham, 6-8 p.m,

Vlctcm‘nsxnt.
433-3520.
ACCEZSSORY FAIR
Hudson's women’s accessory vendars offer tips and

Il;mm!mnwm}Y 8t South-
wmyﬂnfmlttnmap.m.
WM‘IanImw:m
Mat. Wayne/Warron.

May
Institute of Arts Shop and Shuttle h'omSomeM Cot-

THURSDAY, MAY 6

MOM QIFTS
ThmumMayO.memmnmhmeﬂmw
50 purchase, Redeem at Customer Service Desk.
Wuzlwd,mll Wayne/Westsnd.

FRIDAY, MAY 7

POLICE WEEK
Garden City, Canton, Detrolt and Wastiand polica
presant displays and demonstrations. 1 p.m. per.
formance by band trio, “"Blue Pigs.” Detrolt K-9 Unit
4p.m, m& Chili 1.D. Program. Some events e+

peated May
Westiand Mak. Wayne/Warren.
425500

fom Talot's, Casual Comer and Mother’s Work Ma-
tarnity.

Laurel Park Place. Six Mie/Newburgh.

462-1100.

WON ISCOUNTS
Saveral mad stores offering 20 to 30 percent dis.

Aa m, Walde:
MM. 18 MiefJohin R.

583.9418. s

PIRTWOOD DERSY
Ojibwa District Scouts will race homemada wood
:lockm mmnmo;mmu-.mma
Winchaster Madl, Rochester/Avon.
652.1152.

MOM GIFTS 1
Crowioy's stngo area. 11 a.m. Froa gt to all moms,
Whila quantitics taat o

Livonla Madt, Seven Mile/Middledelt,
4761168,

SUNDAY, MAY &

CLASSICS AND CROISSANTS
Noon-2 p.m. Bnch catersd by Sebastian’s Grk. Live |-
concert i Rotunda. Co-sponsared by WQRS., Tickets
m’:mmmmc«mumm o,
Studies.
Somerset Collection, 8ig Beaver/Cooldge.
643-6360,




