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Firty Cents

Student takeover: Farmington
High students filled the chairs (if
not the shoes) of council members
and other city officials in the an-
nual Student Government

Day. /3A

On the hoof: The Farmington-
area Crop Walk Against Hunger
attracted about 600 and raised
$26,000. /13A

Brooks and Ed Shnw. If then- TV
pilot is a go, viewers are in for

uips as well as information on the
issues before Wayne and Oakland
counties. /7A

Up In the air: Our stalwart report-
er, Sandra Armbruster, previews

the upcoming AirMichigan Show
from on high./16A

Talking trash: The Downtown
Development Authority Board is
taking care of more normal busi-
ness now that the clock issue has
been put to rest./16A

Glrls soccer: The intra-city con-
test between Farmington and
Harrison ended in a stalemate
Monday. /1

Academic All Stars- Medlczne is
in — law is out, based on the cho-
sen professions of many of the best
and brightest from our area hzgh
schools.
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fJe e e s seveo
A re you looking for
that special place to toke
your mom on Mother's Day?

The Observer & Eccentric can
help you sort through the options.
Forlunaﬂsodurgemddler
your Visa or Mastercard, w:‘ll[n
or mail you a list of restaurants in
Wayne and Oakland counties that
are offering special Mother's Day
menus complete with nume
bers, hours and prices. To order,
call 1-800-967-5904 using a
Touck-Tone phone and request
izem 0458, Have your charge

Get the fax-

BYLARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

If Proposal A passes, city budgets
prepared will have to be repaired.

That’s not easy in Farmington and
Farmington Hills, which aro figuring
budgeta to be in place by June.

The outcome of the June 2 ballot

City officlals are working on their budgets with an eye
to the outcome of a statewide election June 2, If Pro-.
posal A passes, it'll be back to the calculators for the
budget-makers, Those assessment rollbacks would
give cities lower-than-expected revenue increases.

proposal doesn't leave much time to
recalculate,
An arsenal of pink erasers and a
river of white-out are requirements.
Proposal A would cut property tax-
ea while raising the sales tax,
City offices in Farmington Hills

couldoul’nne $360, 000' Farmingten,
“We're going ahead. 1 have to pre-
pare a budget,” sald Farmington city
manager Frank Lauhoff. “What we
;Iso have to consider is, "What if .

Schoal l:’v.md.lng and property tax re-
e of

© 1903 Buoxrtan Communcemons Copormon

ty budgets brace for tax vote

impact on the citles.”

Damage varies.

Livonia could lose $1.4 million;
Southfield, $840,000. But a city like.
Jackson would lose only $50,000.

There’s no common thread, Osborn
said. A host of variables and:
unnnswered questions mekes each:

fon different and the budgat

1lef are t he plan.
Those in city government m left to
deal with the pebbles.

“We're really kind of chagrined,"
eatd David Osborn, associate director
of policy and communications for the
Michigan Municlpal League, “It's
(tho attitude) almost as if it has no

process helter-skelter.

A 3-percent cap on this year's prop-
erty assessment increases would;
cause the most obvious 1088 In reve:’
nue. Commercial property doesn’ts
risc In value as much as residential. - .

Soo BUDGETS, 3A

'srqurn, o
‘_Fum!nxtan ia tiving to play -
. ball, ‘watch . birds and ‘complots'a".
land rush’ without strotching its
fb‘l':.. uxd nmuuuon budget m

Park developmont. Dan: Fatter,
Sports Park on Eight Mile. The land, baught last y year.
achue recreatwnal actmmes as part of the c;ty 's master p[a

Farmm ton Hills d:recta of special services,

is being.déeveloped fo baseb'

T,

“By 1996, ‘ll have 25 soccer
ﬁeldl and 46 ball flelds (ﬂaroughnut
the city),”Potter said. “That’s ap-

N prgchlugmmulngmday 's needs,”

Nllly tho new pnxk will

;- Beo R.ECﬂEATION. 4A

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAYF WRITER
Bobbie Feldman

nine candidates for
the Farmington
gr_lmol ﬁamfd She
loesn't fret, fidget or

SCHOOL | nen ol
‘oldman follows

ELECTION her Inatincts.

) “I don't know if it
93 will be a rugged
atruggle,” sald Feld-
man, 37, who is

{tical campaign

faces being one of

launching her first

“I'm glad to see a Iot of lnureat out

Candzdate Feldman

there, and 1 renl]y think the peopl;

tee, Sal’ety Committee and Communi-
ton Advisory Council. She's

cach have

fer,

"I feel my offering .

Feldman smiles. Sha‘ll leave tho
sentence up to votera to complets In
the June 14 school election,

She touts her involvement in Farm-
ington schools, most notably her
three years as PTA president at
‘Wood Creek Elementary.

Then there's a list of oommmeu

also an avid board watcher.

All of which, Feldman streases, hos
given her a gnod ook at all facets of
education.

School issues spin like a mulcm
wheel. Wherever the ball lands
finance, fighting or facilities — Fald-
man has an opinion.

Financea for wealthy diatricts such
as Fammmn are tenuous at best.
ts schools look at us-

she's served on, which includ

Elomentary Boundary Study and the
district Facllities Task Force. -She
was co-chairman of the 1991 and 1993

ing what's already there.
Year-round educatlon, ze0 hour
are

and more

citizen-based school tax
She's on the Frameworks Commit.

Soo FELDMAN, mA

Bobble Feldman

Halfway there

to: Mothers for a Cause, 21505 Jefferaon, Farming-
ton Hills 48336,

card number handy when you call.

1t looks as though Vanessa Wells, the 8-year-old
Farmington Hills girl who suffers from a rare
nerve disorder, will make a trip to Germany for
treatment later this month.

An April 17 fund-ralser netted $3,000 toward &
trip to Hanover, Germany, to spend about three
months in treatment by a German specialist for
Friedreich’s ataxia, the condition from which
Vaneasa suffers,

Mary Wells, Vanessa’s mother, who will accom-
pany hnr daughter, said “Mothers fora Cause”
has about half of the $5,000 she estimates she'll

FARMINGTON FOCUS

need to pay for the trip and the treatments, wkich

- involve medicine that has not been approved in

this country.

Mary Wells said students and staff at Witliam
Grace Elementary, where Vanessa attonds second
mdn, are putting on events and helping ralso
mont

Vmeln 's story was told in the April 15 edition
of the F' n 0

Anyone interested in haIplnl can send munuy

Parks meeting planned

A meeting of the Major Sports/Family Complex
Ad Hoc Committee will ba held at 8:30 p.m.
rldAy May 6, in the Orientation Roow of the
Visitor's Center in Heritage Park on Farmington
Road betwoen 10 and 11 Mile roads. The meeting
is open'to the public. .
A report on tha status of the sod farm property, :
ased by the dty last year for so-called “ac-

p\uch
tive" sports, will be given.




