. responsibility,” Victor said. “But
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Arl:ne Victor is passionate
‘about peace and empowering
‘women, putting the two causea to.
gether in a group called WAND,
Women's Actlon for New Direc-
‘tions.

Tho Bloomfleld Township
women founded the Oakland
County chapter of WAND in
1986, and has been a visible and
vocal force. Not only does she or-
ganize activities within her group,
speak to other groups, and partic-
ipate in demonstrations, Victor
also I8 very active in the national
organization.

This fall sho becomes the na-
tional president of WAND, mak-
lng that her full-time job.

e prestdent takes on more

the mission s decply important
to creating a botter future,”

‘The presidency, Victor said, 1a
a position that aho never dreamed
of having.

“It's not something I'm drawn
to naturally, ¥ love playing the pi-
ano and I love the arta, And I
thoroughly enjoy wurklng with
other women — I can'’t begin to
tell you how dedicated lhesn peo-
ple are and how brilllant they
are,” Victor sald,

She doesn't talk much about
heraelf or her role as president-
elect, opting Instead to concen-
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Atthe helm: Arlene Victor’s office in her Bloomfield Townsth home is a fortress of
WAND material, including a fax machine that keeps her in contact not only with the
national headquarters but also groups throughout the state,

trate on the message of her group.
She’s commlitted s mis-
sion statement to memory and
said it succinctly sums up the
goals of its members:
"Our soa.l In to empawer womrlzln
mi

A key WAND effort Is to make
the federal defense budget a wom-
en's fasue,

“Every dollar spent for the mil-
Iulry is o dollar taken away from

ic issues,” said Victor,

tarlsm and vlnlence and to
redirect military resources to
human and environmental
needs,”

P Proro

Gotting active: Arlene Victor wasn't shy
about her opposition to the Star Wars de-
fense plan and the governmental efforts to
increase its nuclear capabilities. In 1988,
she and others staged a protest in Clinton

“Township.

“Thot's not to say that I'm
against having a strong defense
system, Security is having an ade.
quate defense, but what wa've got
is much more than that.”

WAND isn't all that happy
with President Bill Clinton's plan
to cut the military budget, ex-
plaining that the net result witl be
a 4-percent budget decrcase —
hardly a drop in the bucket. The
federal government also needs to
come up with a conversion plan to
turn military jobs into private
sector jobs, as happencd after
World War 11, Victor said.

In addition to letter writing
campaigne end other menns to
further awareness, WAND set up
8 Women's Legislative Lobby, in
which state representatives and
senators are invited to participate
and work together toward com-
mon

ticipate Include state Reps. Max-
ine Berman of Southﬁuld. Barba-
ra Dobb of West Bloomfield and
Jan Dolan of Farmington Hills.
Dolan serves as co-chairwoman of
the lobby.

Dolan sald the effort at the
atatg level sends a measage to fed-
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Kichler's elegance
of design for
outdoors.

These attractive

wall wask units
Durable dle-cast muu an
aluminum patk
lighting in three q ﬂﬁL
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10% Off

Qur 40% - 50%
Already Discounted
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Beautiful side-mounted fixtures like
these are ideal for direct path and
< spread lighiting. Options and mount-
ing accessories are sold separately.
. Available in Bronze, Black and
Verdigris for 12-volt applications.

Local =l:c?.ed nfﬂdda who par-'

eral representatives in Washing-
ton, D.C, on what is important at
the local levels, Tho issues in
which WLL ia primarily involved
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ected items up to 70X off!

E!RI’HII i IHH U6H WeY 13, 1343
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include health care, women's and
children’s issues, the environ-
ment, and jobs in a peacetime
cconomy.

“By jolning with other legisla-
tors across the country, we have a
greater impact,” Dolan said.

th the Increase in women
getting elected and achleving
more powerful positions in the
private scctor, Dolan said, the na-
tional sgenda gradually will
change to one that includes what
have been called traditionally
women’s issues.

“A lot of the agenda we havo Is
a family agenda, That’s not to say
that the lssues don’t concern
men. Maybe women are more able
to articulate those needs because
of experiences and socialization,”
Dolan said.

It's been a long road for Victor,
who got active beeause her daugh-

ter was involved with the issue of
2

nuclear disarmamont
tlme the last half ol‘ WAND'
name stood for “nuclear disarma-
ment,”" changed to “new direc.
tions” in recent ycars to better re-
flect the global political climate.
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