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Is it showtime?

County execs ﬁlm funny TV ptlot program

BY Ru.ru R, ECHTINAW

'l‘he D«mmu and Republi-
cans in Washington might be
doing thelr best to preserve the
foderal gridlock program, but in
Wayne and Oskland counties
they’re getting on like Laurel and

As Wayne County Executive
Edward McNamara and Gakland
County Executive L. Brooks
Patterson hosted the pilot eplsode
for a new TV show last week, suf-
ficient humor leavened the sub.
stantive discussion to make co-
mediana all over metro Detroit se-
rlously worried for their

lihood.

livel

e program, called “County
Lines,” hasn't recelved the green
light for a slot in the WDIV.TV
Channel 4 line-up yot, and the pi-
lot episode Is not supposed to be
aired, But if 1ast week’s foray into
lcvlty is n;y {ndication,

Ed McNamara

open,’ " McNamozra told the au-
dience.
“You look like @ homebay,” an

P, might
be the Siskel nnd Ebert of public
affairs

8 P!

“The chemlmy ln real good,”
said producer Jeff Fish. “The two
of them play off each other really
woll, Everybody scems pmny high
on (the show) around here.”

The repartee started early
Thursday ns McNamara and
Patterson  waited on opposite
sides of a small stags for the cam-
eras to start rolling. “This is a
fino mess you've gotten mo into,
Brooks,” sald McNamara, recalls
ing Oliver Hardy's famous line.

“Oprah es it look g0 easy,”
Patterson quipped.

McNamara, dressed in a grand-
fatherly aweater, was quietly cau-
tioned by an eide to fasten tho
germent’s bottom two buttons.
“What she eaid is, ‘Your fly ia

Major
issues
get their
due too

BYRALPH R, ECHTINAW
8TAY? WaiTER

Squeezed in between their
many jokes last week, Wayno
County Executive Edward
McNamara and Oakland County
Ezxecutive L. Brooks Patteraon se-
riously discussed some issucs of
local interest.

The lead topic of their TV pilot

program was public funding for
nudluma. particularly as it might
apply to puilding a new arena for
the Detroit Tigers.

“I love the old stadium,”
McNamara sald. “I think it's
beautiful. But they’ve got to gen-
erate more revenue.”

McNamara added that he's not

opposed to partial public funding
for a new Tiger Stadium, but “I
don’t think you over do it without
a vots of the people.””
‘Tigers owner Mike Ilitch, how.

" ever, hasn't asked the county for

- ha]p. Noting that Ilitch wants to

. keep the Tigers in Detroit,
M

cNamara uld that's a big im-
pravement over former owner
Tom Monsaghan, *Monaghan’s at-
titude was, ‘I want to leavo
town,’ " he said.

If public maney-is used to help
build a new stadium, McNamara
sald, new taxes on rental cars and
hotals would be a good source.

Patterson and McNamara also

the recent proposeal to
fence off largely vacant areas of
Detroit. Patterson thinks it's a
dumb idea. “If I aver said, ‘Put a
fence around Detroit,’ they'd run
me out of town,” he said.

McNamara likes the idea, but
aaid “fencing is & bad word. I
would hope that you clear (those
vacant arcas) and start looking for
& market. I am convineod that the
new frontier the developers are

golng to dlwover someday is the
dty of Detroft.”

McNamara added that the
state constitution changes out-
llned in Proposal A, which would

drastically reduce property taxea
in Detroit, are just tha impetus
dcwlopen need to move back to

city, Proposal A is dus to be
voted on statewide June 2.

McNamara sald that Oakland

County should be worried about
t, too, bocause eventually

"Rvyll Olk and Birmingham will
suffer on eccount of that

. also
. blight (in Detroit).”

As the taping ended at about 10
Th cNamara said

ursday, M
ﬁmn. “I'm surprised how

well-Informed you are.”

di member joked back.

Once the program began taping,
Patterson wasted no time ribbing
McNamara about his recently re-
ported personal fleet of threo
county cars. Patterson apologized
to eudlence membera who had
trouble finding a parking place
because McNamara brought all
his cars, “Just try finding yours

L. Brooks Patterson
when you leave,” McNamara ahot
back,

‘To a guest, McNamara said,
“You didn't drive I hope. I could
have sent a car for you,”

The two men bantsred for near-
ly an hour about public funding of
stadiums, casino gambling, blight
in Dotroit, the Red Wings and Dr,
Jack Kevorkian. On Kevorkian,
Patterson sald, “He's our local
resident nut case.”

McNamara took & moment late

in the program to plug the
SMART bus system, noting that
he rode a bus from Dearborn to
downtown Detroit Thuraday
morning. “I could fly to Chicago
faster than it took me to get from
‘Telegraph and Michigan to down-
town,” he said. |

Afterwarda he noted that “the
{lippancy comes out.”

Even audience members got in
on the hilarity, albelt Inadvertent-
ly. Paul Funk, who works for
Patterson, pnfwod a question by
saying, “I grew up in Wayne
County. lm fortunnu enough
now to llva and work {n Oakland

unty.”

Speaking of the audience, It
waa primarily composed of
McNamara's 25 guests, gleaned
from the memberships of several
clvic groups. Patterson’s guesta
numbered - perhaps 15, mostly
Qsakland County directora and de-
partment heads who spent an
hour before the taping across the
street at the Anchor Bar, then re.
tumned there after the taping.

James Alexander, Republican
party chalrman in Qakland Coun-
ty, loved the ahow, “They played
off each other well,” ha uld. “lt
was _very intercnﬁng Maybe
they'll start working together.”

Mothe’s Day is May th

Loved Ones

Diamond heast pendants set in cighteen kacat gold,
from Tiffany’s exclusive collection, Open heart, 34,450.

Open heart with sapphires, $1,550. Pavé diamond hear, $7.900.

Available in a varicty of sizes.

TIFFANY & CoO.

TROY « THE SOMERSET COLLECTION - 313-637.2800 + &F & CO. 1994
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Pplate rack, Set of 6 plates, $18.95.
Reg$23 70. Rack, $23.95. Reg. $29.95.

Térmautta bird ba!h,$1,9.95.
eg. $24.95.

She may be hi mabudba&orpeelungoutofaﬂommn

oum seed}I?e%mawaﬁlemakm'm‘hmrha'mavmd
Butsomehow you'li find her this week at the Crate
Bemuseneverhavewehadsumavanetyofdxmo&sforMoms

at such attractive savings for everyone.
Choices from every part of our store, Choices to delight any

The Mother’s Day Sale. Now through May

Opticswir vase, $2995 Reg $34.95,

Your mother is somewhere on this page.

Heart-shaped waffle maker, $39.95.
Mlgeg.s%%,

Chx‘mesofl(wto wind chimes, $31.95. Blue check ceramiccannisters. Setof 4,
0g. $39.95. $67.95. Reg. $84.95.

and Barrel

@ .

mothernomatter what her tastes or interests. And savings as
muchas 30%.

‘The Mother’s Day Sale. Now through May 9 at all Crate and
Barrel stores.

. Besure tostopin soon. Because alﬂloughmeglftposﬂ'bﬂrum
are great, the quantities are limited.

9 at all Crate and Barrel stores.

At the Somerset Collection in Troy Téle[:lwne.?l3-6436‘6'10.
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