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‘Chocolate’ serves up emotional feast

By JOHN MONAGHAN
Brzaiar Wamer

“Like Water for Chocolate,”

currently at the Maple, {s a een-
aual Mezxican feast set around the
early part of this century where
tradition atands in the way of true
Jove. Not the newest idea granted,
but its apicy and fantastical han.
dling makes it unforgettable,

‘Tita (Lumi Cavazos) and Pedro
(Marco Leonardi) fall madly in
love at first aight. But because
she is the youngest of three
daughters, Tita may never marry.
Instead, according to Mexican
tradition, she must care for her
widowed mother on the family's
ranch until the elder woman dies,

Pedro, in what he thinks is a

marties Tita's sister Rosaura so
he can remain near his true love,
Mama Elena (Regina Torme), no
angel herself when it comes to
marital fidelity, wams the young
lolverl that ahe recognizes their
plan.

‘The film p with the

= MOVIES
1987 Danish hit “Babette’s
Feast” use again we have a

repressed woman whose strength
is channcled through magieal
ion o!

haunts this bold blend of fantasy
and reality. :

Adapted by Laura Esquivel
from her best-selling novel, this is
also unal ly a woman's move
ie. While Pedro and Tita'a love re-
malns central to the atory, it's the

meals, During Ro-
saura’s wedding cake, Tita's tear-
drops fall into the batter, causing
guests who eat the cake to sink
into o deep depression.

Later, as Tita's passion for her
brother-in-law grows, her quall in
rose petal sauce acts s an aphro-
dislac and sends the dinera to dif-
ferent parts of the ranch to satlafy
thelr 1 G dis, th

of the women that
atand out,

Leonardi’s Pedro, after all, is &
atifl. Tita, who bas sacrificed so
much, who has all the passion, fi-
nally asks him in desperation,
“Why didn't you just steal me
away from the start?"

While Cavazos' Tita simmers
quietly, Torme’s Elena grows
ical as her clutch over

8
. middle sister, runs naked into the

woods where a soldier gallops b
and whisks her away on hame{
back.

Literary critics call it “magical
reallsm” as it ia found in Latin
Amerlcan movies, books and
paintings, The spirit of Gabriel
Garcia Marquez, author of “Love
in the Time of Cholern” and “A
Hundred Years of Solitude

more

the family weakens. When Ger-
trudia runs away to become a
prostitute and Rosaura and Pedro
move off the ranch, Elena's mle.
treatment of Tita nearly drives
the girl to madness.

Not all of the ingredients come
together in “Like Water for Choe-
olate.” The musical score, though
at times luah, s also surprisingly

The narrative device — In
which the story {s recalled by
‘Tita’s great nlece who etill pre-
pares the family recipes — is ob-
vious and more than a bit trite, It
might, however, explain those bi-
zarre moments, since the story
has apparently passed down
through generations.

Though it doean’t go overboard
with color (it uses a paletts of
deep textured browns), the movie
is packed with metaphors and
visual symbola, Esquivel and di-
rector Alfonso Arau set the movie
on the Mexican side of the Rio
Grande at-a time when revolu-
tionaries, along with Tita, make
painful and often deadly breaks
from tradition.

1If you have o question or com-
ment for John Monaghan, call
him at 953-2047, mailbox number
1866, on a Touch-Tone phone, or
write him care of Street Scene,
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia. 48160

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
altemative movie theaters across
metro Detrolt as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

& DETROIT FILM SOCIETY
Detroit Public Library, 5201
Woodward Ave, Call 833-4048 for
information, ($25 serics member-
ehip; $4 individual admission)

. Double feature — "The Mark
of Zorro” (USA — 1940) and “My
Favorite Blonde™ (USA — 1942)
atarting ot 7 p.m. May 14-15,
Tyrone Power plays the Spanish
Robin Hood in this rousing action
film co-starring Basil Rathbone
and Linda Darnell. Bob Hope
stars in “Blonde,"” a funnier-than-

usunl spy comedy featuring Ma.
deleine Carroll, Concluding the
DFS* 20th anniversary series,

B DETROIY THEAYRE
Detrolt Inatitute of Arta, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call 833-
2323 for information. (85; $4 stu-
dents and senior citizens)
“Riff-Rafl" (Britain — 1991), 7
and 9:30 p.m. Mny 14-15; 4 and 7
p.m, May 18, British director Ken
Loach tells the story of construc-
tion workers converting an aban.
doned hospltal into luxury apart.
ments.

B HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY
13670 Michigan Ave., Dearborn.

Karlos Barney

Call 943-2330 for information,

'ree

““The Last Mile” (USA —
1932), 7 p.m. May 10. Prison in.
mates on death row attempt to
take-over the cell block and es-
cape in this aclid melodrama star-
ring Preston Foster and Howard
Phillips.

N MAQIC BAQ THEATRE CAFE

22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call

£44-3030 for information. ($5)
'anama " (USA

(Mexico — 1992), A lonely women
puta all her energies into creating
wonderful meals in this blend of
fantasy and drama. As with the
Danishi it “Babette’s Feast,” au-
diences won’t want to see the film
on an empty stomach,

“El Mariachi" (Mexico —
1992). Twenty-three-year-old
Robert Rodriguez mada this film
on just $7,000 in a Mexican bor.
der town. The film follows a
young musician mistaken for a

up, D —
1992), 7 and 10 p.m. May 14, Last
year's Academy Award winner for
best documentary feature focuses
on forelgn policy cover-ups that
paint a grim picture of the
Rengan/Bush era. Director Bar-
bara Trent will introduce her con-
troversial film and answer audi-
ence t rwards

' Warp Factor

“'Flrst level — hellfire and brimstone, Second level —
endless torment, Third level — eating coleslaw from

those little paper cups.”

el

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Tl —

1 Night only

-1  May 15, 9:30pm
Ireland’s own Happy

ahal Dunne -

* Pianist * Singer » Staryteller
* Songwritcr

Cowley’s Old Village Inn

Grand River at Farmington

i
H
il reservation - 474.5941
i
'
H
1

Baby Back Ribs for 2
e $10.95

23360 Farngon .
Fammigion W 131 1 477-1680
n.h.xm
= Coupon apies $-30.03 /

*Scrved [n our beaottful

banquet
= We seat 400 guests for all occastons.

Wednesday
Bu

Fealuring:
* Homemade Soups
+ Salad Bar with Fresh Frult
*3 Homemade Pastas
+ 1 Meat Entree and Vegetable
+ Assorted Plzzas
+ Homemade Bread & Garlic Rolls
« Dessert Table
Served 4:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Cocktails Available

Growps Welcome —
531-4960
Adulis  Under 10 Years  Scnlors
0K 37 57
+We cater to all aress.
A MOdicbeit

&Corsi’s

I MAIN THEATER
118 N. Main, Roya! Onk. Call
542-1080 for show times, ($5.75)
“Brother’s Keeper” (USA —
1932). Joe Berlinger and Bruce
Sinofeky’s fascinating documen.
tary explores tha facts behind a
bizarre New York murder telal in-
volving four illiterate bachslor
brothers. The controveraial sub-
ject is handled with eensitivity
and profound insight as the reclu.
sive farmers enter 8 community
that once shunned but now
stands up for them.

B MAPLE THEATRE
4135 W. Maple Road, Bloomfield
Hills. Call B55-9090 for show
times. ($5.75 evenings; $2.95
twilight)

*“Like Water for Chocolate"

B REDFORD THEATER
17360 Lahser Road, Detroit. Call
537- 2560 for information, ($2.50)
“An American in Paris” (USA
— 1851}, 8 p.m. Mey 14-15; 2 p.m.
matinee May 15 (organ overture
begins e half hour before show
time). Gene Kelly plays a artist/
gigolo who finds true love with
Leslic Caron, Vincente Minelli
directed the MGM musical clas.
slc, with unforgettable score by
George and Ira Gershwin, Songs
include “1'{) Build a Stairway to
Paradlee” and “Love Is Here to
Stay.”

H STARJOHNR

32289 John R (at 14 Mile), Madi-
son Heights. Call 585-2070 for
show tites. ($6 evenings; $3.76
twilight).

“Bad Licutenant” (USA —
1993), Harvey Keitel’s lead per-
formance |8 apparently the best
thing about this nasty portrait of
a New York detective who in-
dulges in reckieas nights of sex,
violence and drugs when he falls
into debt. Directed by Abel Fer-
rara (“King of New York").

covers from page 8A

3.D Invisibles, Strange Bodfel.
lows and Tempermill and Sound-
camp studios. The group's com-
pany expands beyond music, how-
ever. They've also worked with
Cinderella’s Attic, UA.W,, Sam's
Jam, Gardner-White Furniturs,
Beverly Hills Racquet and Health
Club end First Optometry Eye
Care Centers.

Bam Boom offers a varlety of
services including photography,
typsetting, business cards, fliers,
promotional packages, CD and
LP covers and posters,

“There’s no end to what we can
do,” Scanlan said.

Seanlan admits he also hooked
up with Griffiths, who has also
played in bands, to secure his fi-
nanclal future,

“Playin’ in bands is fabulous
but I don't see any yachts in my
fature,” be sald with a laugh. The
Junk Monkeys, signed to Metal
Blade records in Celifornia, cur-
rently have scored a hit with the
single “Blisa” from the album of
the same name,

Through Scanlan’s musical
know how, he and Griffiths were
able to get a lot of work through
word of mouth, .

Call Bam Boom Graphics at
563-2897 for more information.

ByBoB SADLER
BPECIAL WRITZR

The more things change, the
more they stay the same.

While Tommy Chong iz no
lopger helf of the successful com-
edy duo Cheech and Chong, he is
still a very funny man,

And yes, drugs admittedly atill
play a key part In Chong’s life —
and humor. Counter to any gov-
ermnmenta) atatistics’ or clalms,
Chong believes that drugs, partic.
ularly marijuans, are more popu-
lar now than they were when he
and Cheech Marin made a name
for themselves with thelr “Up in
Smoke” brand of humor.

“In tho "70s, it was just the mu-
sicians, the students and the
Deadheads,” Chong said in a re-
cent interview, alluding to the le-
gions of fanatical Grateful Dead
fans, “Garcia and the boys are
atill the highest-grossing band in
the world, Look at their audlenc-
es. They're not saying no, that's
for sure.”

Chong believes that the bene.
fita of smoking marijuana

] COMEDY

outweigh tho barm and that peo-
ple now smoke it in the privacy of
their own homes and offices to re-
Hove atress,

“There is no reason that it
shouldn't be legalized, except po-
litical correctness,” Chong said.
“Pot dealers’ biggest customers
are lawyers. They’re hip. Thoy
work hard, and they like to relax.
1t can make a bad deal great.”

Wearing that political incor-
rectness on hia alecve is the rea-
son Chong cites for his success in
comedy and film, It also led to the
break with his former partner —
now part of the cast of “Golden
Palace,” the old “Golden Girls"
series aa revived by CBS,

“Cheech and I fell out because
he wanted to go the straight
route,” Chong sald. “There's no
animosity. It was just creative dif-
forences. He went a route that I
would never go, and I went the
route that he was tired of going.
That was the end of that.”

Aa & comedy duo, few could ri-
val the success of Cheech and
Chong during the "70s and early
'80s, It all started when Chong, &
native of Edmonton, Alberta, had

an improvisational group in Van. -

couver, watking out of his
brother's nightclub.. Marin saw
the group perform. Chong knew
Merin wan an actor and asked if
he would be interested in joinin;
He dld, starting the hi

Chon: omédy
without Cheech

laughter ofter,
parting with
Cheech Marin,
his partner in
the'70s. .

L N

Mhoo_2aii.

-
that produced clasaic comedya}l-
bums festuring famoua bits Pke
“Santa Claus and Hia Oid Lady”
and “Basketball Jones” and hit
filma like “Up in Smoke,”
“Things Are Though All Ovd”
and “Still Smokin’.” Some of the
duo'e recordings have been fe-
cently been reiasued on comprct
disc and remain strong sellers, 1

“Wo bave to sue to get all-shel
royalties,” Chong sald with s
laugh, “but the albums still gell,
really well. OQur stuff ia timeless.
‘The *70s have come right back-butd
I don't see anyone pulling out any,
Flip Wilson records.”

As a result of this '70s revival,!
Chong now i out on tour abouti
half of every month, playing larger,
comedy clubs,

Tommy Chong will appean
Tuesday at Chaplin's Weat, 1
Telegraph Road, Detroit. Call 533+
8866 for reservations.

A word from our sponsor ... He pops
up on commercials everywhers,  +
whather s radlo o¢ telavision. Thoms

May 11-13. Call 542-9900 for reserva.
fons.

He'l pump you up .. You've soen him

Don't be stupld — Get 1o Mark Ridley’s
Comedy Castie for Texan BITt Engvall
May 20-22. One of the funnlost men -

touring clubs today, Engvall is probably
best known for his observation that stu-

impos-
tant. Ho actually usad to sell the skgney
foo! Cal $42-9900 for resorvations. 23
Last chancs live? ... Lagend Is a 168!
that Is nol wasted on Richard Pryorsy
Now fighting Multihs Sclerosis, Pryt s
out on tour o prove the fact that he &3
not dead, and %o eam encugh monef
avoid banknpicy. The State Theato(Th
May 28 could bo his tast Eve perfor. =

Featurin,

Oliverio’s
Finc Dining
—Early Bird Special—

20% Off All Dinners
Sunday 4:30 pm-6:30 pm

Monday-Thursday 5 pm-7 pm

Veal, Seafood

and Gourmet Pasta

L. ALL ENTREES COOKED TO ORDER~

3832 N. Woodward
Royal Oak « 549-3344
Between 13 and 14 Mile Roads

Exp. 61593

AN MCL FAVORITE

STUFFED

B CHICKEN

FROM NOW UNTIL
SUNDAY, MAY 16TH




