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Line-item Spending Issue:
By & vote of 258 for and 157
against, the House sent the Sen-
ate’a blll (HR 1578) bolstering
presidential power to chalienge
line:ltem spending by Congress.
Democratlc sponsors touted the
bl|l es & tool against waste. But Re-
publicans denounced It as a weak
Imitation of the line-ltem veto long
sought by fiscal conservatives (be-
fow).

“The bitl allows presidents to
“'veto" specific appropriations,
with Congress required to vote to
affimn the cuts befere they can
take effect, If Congress rebuffs the
président, It can vote on its own
cuts In the same accounts target-
ed by the presldent, If the congres-
slonal austerity bld aiso fails, the
didputed spending would go for-
ward as originally voted by Con-

gress.

Sponsor John Spratt, D-S.C.,
sald the blil will “strengthen the
budget process and the public’s re-
spect for how we spend thelr mon-
ey, "

Opponent Gerald Solomon, R
N.Y., sald “compared to a true
line-ltem veto, this bl [5 little more
than a wet noddle on a fast track
to nowhero."
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D, voted yos and Donald Rlegle,
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ata tabled (kllled) an amendment
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Max Baucus, D-Mont., sald the
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tooffset
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A yes vote was to klll the amend-

ment. Levin and Rlogle voted
yos.
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Ayes vote supported the Demo-
cratic Aroa

tives voting yes were: Dale Kil-
dee, D-Flint, Sander Levin, D-
Southfleld. Voting no: Bob Carr,
D-Pontiac, Joseph Knollenborg,
R-Blmingham and Willlam Ford,
D;iYpsilantl,
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P Plan: The House reject-
eq, 198 for and 219 agalnst, the
GOP line-item veto plan, which dif-
fered from the Democratic ap-
proach (above) by meking It much
edsler for a presldent to cancel
sgiecific appropriations sought by
Congress.

Republicans wanted presidentlal
cuts to become law uniess blocked
by two-thirds majortles of both
houses. The Democratic bill allows
presidential cuts to be defeated by
a simple majority of elther house.

: Supparter Steven Schiff, R-N.M.,
sald “the president {In his cam-
palgn) sald that he wanted the
ling-ltem veto. | think we should
ghveittohim.”

- Opponent John Spratt, D-S.C..
sald '‘If you want a line-ltem veto,
do It the right way, amend the Con-
stitution, Don’t pass a blll that
won't pass constitutional muster."

‘A yes vote supported the GOP's
line-item veto proposal. Area rep-
rosantatives voting yes were;
Kollanbarg, Voting no: Carr, Kil-
dee, Levin and Ford,
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