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POINTS OF VIEW —

Dems call for controls on privatizing services

. t was, to use Yogi Borra's slmllo,
“lke deja vu all over again.”
Domocratic atate legislators
sounded like free murket economists
lnn woek as lhay denounced the Euxlor
's work In doi
tionalizing mental patients and placing
them in privnzaly-opemwd group
homes:

The occasion was an invostigative
series in Tho Dotroit News by Sheila
Grubor and John Wark on abuse and
financiat exploitation by adult care
home operators. It scems many opera-
tors undorfed and miatmlted their
charges while i to

they're doing as if it were, well, private.

Then came the guru of privatization
{n Michigan — economist Charles Van
Eaton of Hillsdale College. Van Eaton
writes tracts for the Mackinac Center
about how Datroit would be better off
peddling Cobo Center becausa it's such
a drain on the municipal coffors.

“You folks need to really birddog
theso guys,” Van Eaton told us media
typos. ‘Don’t lot them get away with
(claims the buulnuas) is private, It'a al-
ways public.”

Van Eaton's advico:

B Proposed contracta should be stud-
ied fully by the public and media

forelgn luxury cars.

‘Wark, as many know, is a cohort of
mine on the Michigan Freedom of In-
formation Committee.

A month eatlier, I chaired a panel

-discussion before a Women In Com-
munications Inc. convention in Troy.
Qur topic was "Prlvnlizuﬁun Impact
on Puhlic Accens.” A Wark colleague
d that whon g awl

contracts to private business to do gov-

before they are awarded.

B Government must have excellent
staffera monitoring contractors’ per-
formance. That was the wholo point of
the Gruber-Wark series.

And g0 liberal Democratic senators
sounded exactly like the free market
guru {ast week as they denounced
group home operators and Engler,

“There’s no accountability,” said
Sen, Jim Berryman, D-Adrian, “We

emmental work, cont.rncwra hido what

Ultimate male role models were the three Stooges

f'there's one iasue that divides

men and women, it's the Stooges-

as in Larry, Moe and Cusly. Wom-
en who claim they don't understand
men would be better off renting a
Stooges video than watching Phil
Donahue, The reason is the Stooges
define male behavior.

I'vedonea seﬂuus study of this and

will some day ask for a g arts

needa pmgmm of proper licennlngnnd

face would likely reduce a domestic
spat from tragedy to the comic, which
i8 the area in which it should dwell,

It's just too bad women don't see
things the same way. The reason is
that thoy think too much, and the
Stooges are not for the thlnkmg person,
‘The Stooges aro a fall. When men ace
somubody fall, their first reaction ia to
the women folk

grant to delve deepar into the subject,
Hey, if Richard Malathorpe could get
one for his photos, I could sure get one.
1t's certainly more interesting to look
at how heterosexual males relats to
each other.

As part of my study, I quizzed a clerk
at a party store in Livonia, The store
offera those seltzer bottles, filled, that
the Smogen used to squirt each other,
Tbam s Awalting list for them. My wife

d me from the purchase, but I

laugh,
have the hospital bill calculated to the

enny.
P When Iwas a kid in Detroit in the
19508, the Stooges were on before
school, All the boys in the neighbor-
hood watched, and wo re-enacted each
scene as we walked to school and later
in clasa. Qur timing was perfect; no-
body lost an eya to the two-finger
Stooge oye gouge.

The trouble was, though, that we
inued our antics in the classroom,

still lust after one.

* Tt's one of thosa itoms that would
Took| great and be ueeful when the
world got too serious, A squirt in the

much to the dismay of the girls and tho
mostly fomale teaching staff,

Such behavior and the female reac-
tion to it doean’t stop upon graduation

M ‘You folks need to really
birddog these guys,’ acon-
omlst Charles Van Eaton
told us media types. ‘Don't
et them got away with
(ctalms the business) Is pri-
vate. It's always pubilc.’

"Deinstitutlonaliudon hu its

B As part of my study, |
quizzed a clerk at a party
store In Livonla, The store
offers those seitzer bot-
tles, fillod, that the
Stooges used to squirt
each other. There's a walt-
Ing iist for them.

place. It’s how the program has boen

: yem bad editorially blIMered their N mrﬂ

implemented,” added Senate mi;
floor leader John Cherry. D-Clio,

Though hopelessly outnumbored 22
to 16, Senate minority leader Art Mil-
lor, D-Warren, established a Demo-
cratic task force on mental health,
chalred by Berryman, “to bring ac-
countability, responaibility nnd dccen-

" Democrats talked an if Gov. John 12 ;“(5
Engler invented privatization of meny, ...;
tal care. In truth, the movement start:,
cd in the late 19700 with Gov, Williah
Milliken, a moderate Republican, and
was cheerfully, although qulietly, con:
g?ur.-d in t.hu '808 byGov. James E

¢ En:

cy into mental health service delivery
in the community.”

Rep. Pat Gagliardi, D-Drummond
Iolond, said the Houss Cversight and
Ethica C: itteo would hold heari

gler's contribution was to make an ide-
ological point of it.

1 take dim views of both socialism
(govornment in business) and D"VB.:‘

“on the appalling treatment of mental-
ly ill and dovelopmentally disabled cit-
izons in thu montal hudth syslem,"

adding, “Thisis a f

ization (bual in gov
_‘There's room for gwnmmgnt to con-
tract with businesses to pave Mgl and.
ut,

supervising pri

privatization gone awry.”

. Even Ropublican Sen. Robert Geake
of Northville repeated the lesson: “We
need to put more tima and effort into
monitoring contracts.”

There was a double irony, Democrats
not only were talking like Van Eaton,
but were praising a newspaper that for

from grade school, To this day the fe-
males I work with scowl when 1 do my
imitation of Curley’s chuckle.

A woman I know tells of dating a
man who insiated on doing the
Stooges imitation when out to dinner,
while a bachelor I knew would flee the
promise of a romantic evening to make
it home by 3 a.m. to watch the Stooges.

One female I know views the antics
of football players as an extension of
-Stooge behavior, “You've got all those
guys jumping in a pile and hitting each
other." I couldn't argue.

The trouble is women can't see the
intellectual aide of the boys. Don't
laugh, It’s there, The Stooges knew
that men sce things differently than
women. They displayed thia nide in my
favorite Stooge episode, which centers
on the misunderstanding of the word

saloon. .
‘The boys want to go into business,
so they stop by a real estaté office and

buy & beauty of a asloon. Of course the

ons, caring for the mentally ill; piv

ing natural resnurces mdadm'lnmmz““

inxjusﬁue aro governmuntal
And the dnon and booh 8

g“J~

boya are thinking seltzer water and
ueowh not pin curlers and hair dryers,
which they end up with.

Men, being direct creatures who
don’t sweat the details as women do,
wouldn't think to ask any more about
the business, A nloon is & saloon, and
it's a good place to

But there's the S!ooga affect on fash-
lon. One man I know contends the
Stooges’ hairatyles define those of all
mon. There's Curly's bald look, Larzy's
frizzy neo-Afro style, Moe's pre-Beatlea
mop and Shep's elicked back, but fall-
ing dain on the sides style that is now

gue.

’l'ha Stooges’ filma were training
manuals for male behavior. But don’t
tell the feminiata. Chances are thcy
would want to ban them.

Jeff Counts is the editor of the Plym-
outh and Canton Observer Newspapers
who looks like Curley but has a Larry-
atyle hair cut. He can be called at 459-
2700
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« Detrott.....
-Livonla........,....‘.261-2014 .
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SAIL-A-THON

PANAMA CANAI. EURGPE,
MEDITEHRANEAN,
CARIBBEAN
and More!

® Exclusive cabin upgrades.
® [imited fime offer. Sunday, May 16 thru Wednesdoy, May 19.

© CALL for on appointment. We expect to he exiremely busy and if
you have on appointment, we'll be able to serve you first

® (et more for less ondy ot Carlson Travel Network!

Royal: Caribbean

| Y& Got Some Reyel Caribbean Coming?

Bl

Ly!-

Exclusively at:

s 965-2080 -+ Soutrfield N......559- 7570« PYMOUY ... 455 5810
* Rochester......... §52-1930
Oak ParK.......... 968-8600

Snuthﬂggus....... .353-0862
+ W. Bloomfeld... .932-4400

| | Carlson Travel Network®
HIIRRY' Don’i Miss ‘l'he Bonl'

For more infor

Tickets are %6.00 at the door, *4.50 in advance
Tickets are available at: |
* Madonna University Info Center, Monday-Friday 8 a.am. to 5 p.m.
+ Livonia Florist, Meri-Five Plaza at 5 Mile and Merriman, Livonia
« Ellen’s Bridal, 17370 North Laurel Park Drive, Livonia

All Groom’s tickets one-half off at the door!
Bring this ad on May 21st for $1.00 off one person's admission

| FOR ALL éEAé‘)ONcS

FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1993

7:00-9:00 p.m.—Doors open at 6:30
MADONNA UNIVERSITY ACTIVITIES CENTER
36600 Schoolcraft Road (1-96 and Levan) Livonia

" | Celebrity Host, T.V. Personality, Sylvia Glover *
Celebrity Models from The Detroit Junior Wings*

yratr

STEFIITITATALIAARERRINTONT

Free Bridal Directory *
Refreshments *
‘The Latest Fashions *

for the Entire Bridal Party
Gowns from Ellen's Bridal *
Tuxedos from Russell's Tuxedos *
Fantastic Prizes *

S L E T I I VA LA RN

(s

call 261-6396 ev

gs, or leave

SPONSORED BY

@bgerver &5

M. NEWSPAPERS

Ecceuttit

THE




