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A bill to curb medical malprac-
tico lawsuita and costa is good but
“not’a panacea,” said ono of its
major supporters.

“It's an Important step in
bringing down costa, But wo have
a long way to go in othor arcas,”
said state Rep. John Jamian, R-
Blobmfield Township, after the
House passed the moasure 72-29,

A codlition of many Republi-
cans and some Democrata passed
Senato Bill 270 last week after ot
tomneys in both parties failed to
weaken it

It's oimed at cutting medical
malpractice costs 16 percent by
capping “pain and suffering” jury
awards, raising standards for “ex-
pert" witnesses, and requiring

182.day notices bofore suing.

The House Thursday fell seven
vates short of the two-thirds ma-
jority (72) to give the bill immedl-
ate effect. The vote was 65.33.
That means it will take effect in
April of 1994 rather than as soon
a8 Gov. John Engler signs it.

The Senate must concur in
House amondments. Jamian,
chalr of the House Health Policy
Committee, hoped the Senate will
concur so that the bill doesn't
have to go to & conference com-
mittee,

Jamian said the bill 1s legally
tied to a package of bills his com-
mittee produced to speed up and
tighten regulation of health prac-
titioners. His House-passed bills
are now before the Senate.

How they voted

Here's how local members
voted on immediate effect:

YES — Rcpublicans Ponny
Crl of Roch 1
Dobb of Union Lake, Jan Dolan
of Farmington Hills, Jamian,
Shirley Johnson of Royal Oak
and Greg Kaza of Rochester
Hills. NO — Democrats Maxlne
Berman of Southfield,

Tho bill cmerged almost. un-
scathed after two full days of de-
bate on amendments. Tho only
successful amendment was a 69-
37;Republican effort to raise the
cap on pain and suffering awards

JA names
hall of
fame
members

wJunior Achicvement, the group
that gives atudents a chance to
discover the business world, has
honored four adults as its first
Business Hall of Fame winners.

A committee of 10 business ed-
ucatlon and service organizations
selected this year's honorees from
morg than 60 nominees, They arc:
the late Henry Ford, founder of
the Ford Motor Co.; the late Mary
Chase Stratton, founder of Pewa-
bie Tile Co.; A. Alfred Taubman,
founder and chairman of the
Taubman Co.; and Michael Ilitch,
chairman of the board of Little
Cnesara Enterprises.

In 1903 Ford helped organize
the Ford Motor Co., copitalized at
$160,000, of which only $28,000 in
cash was pald In, The first car
built by the company was’ sold
July 15, 1903, Ford owned 25%
percent of the stock In the new or-
ganization and became president
and controlling owner in 1916.

A. Alfred Taubman plays an
active role in a number of nation-
al and international busincsses.
He 18 founder and chairman of the
company that' bears hia name,
which is one of the nation’s lead-
ing real estate dovelopera and op-

. eratar of regional shopping cen-
ters. He is majority sharoholder
and chairman of Sotheby's Hold.
ings, owns Woodward & Lothrop
and John Wanamaker depart-
rient storea as well as A&W Rea-
thuranta.

* Under the direction of Stratton
who began Pewabic in 1903, the
company produced natfonally re-
nowned vessels, tiles, architectur-
al omamentation and ceramic
jewelry. Its work can be scen
throughout the U.S,

Tlitch has built one of the most
succeaaful franchise businceses in
tho reataurant induatry. Hia pizza
chnin expocted to increase salea
in 1892 by 25 percent to $2.16 bil.

_Aion, Ditch also owns the Detroit
“ Red Wings and the Dotroit
. Tigers.

Lansing takes aim at medical malpractice

from $250,000 to $280,000. Yokich'a amendment lost, 48 whose survey showed 74 percent crats denounced tho bill, fesslonnls and institutions from..

A separate cap of $500,000 re-  yes to 62 no, Hero's how aren  of graduati hopedi, Nick Ciaramitare of Roseville: ibiltly for tholr negligent,”,”
maine in place for more serious moembers voted: and 53 percent of graduating “In today's med mal debate, you acts.” .t
cases, YES D B batatrich woro leaving Mi. aro faced with an effort to again  Kirk Profit of Ypailanti: “It s *

The bill lowers tho age at which Gubow, Kelth and Young; Re- chglan to practico, They blamed blame the victlms ... It is a obvious from the decbate tha
children may suo for birth-related  publicans Vorva and Whyman, Michigan's malpractico insurance package which will only serve to  some members ‘of tho medical
damages to elght years, Demo- NO — Ropublicans Bankes, costs, third highest in the natlon.  raleo insurance company profits,”  community aro confused as to

crats lost several knock-down, Crissman, Dobb, Dolan, Jaml- ‘Their Nelson Snunders of Detroit: whother they want to earn a living
drag-out efforta to rafse that age am, Johnson and Kaza, somo small-town and rural Demo- “the most viclous attack on con- as health care providera or insur.
to 13, Sponeor Tracy Yokich, D- Appla boo crate that malpractico suits had sumers by thia loglalativo body ers . . . It in unfortunato that th
St. Clair Shores, argued that some pplause, boos to be curbed to prevent e “brain  sinco tho passage of the auto no- . physicians in this state are bein
medical complications don't sBhow The bill was backed by hospl-  drain" of specialiats. foult reform bill.” Tho bill “will so manipulated by the insurance

up until a child is older, tals and medical practitioners, Potroit and suburban Demo- further ineulate health care pro- interests. . -
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