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When crime hits too close to home

Crime hit too
closs to home re-
cantly. Our
da in col-
lege came home
for her week-long
semester
e When she re-

| turned to the

older home
which ahe shared
with othor col-
loge students,
- she found the
place ransack:

Thieves had bmken through

' the cellar windows and took all
kinds of things, including a watch
her flancee had given to her and
her mountain bike which she had
serimped and saved for. She was
furlous. Yet there was nothing she
could do except call the police,

Ten days later she and a neigh-
ibor were driving In another part of

town to pick up soms tomato
phma for a planned garden. Sud-
denly ahe saw her bike, A 20-year-
old ‘or s0 guy was riding it. She
recognized the special feature she
had ‘gotten for the bike, plus the
dent she had put in it.

She followed the guy as he ped-
dled down thae street. As soon an
she could, she found a safe place
to park her car. She asked her
friend to call 911 as she jumped
out.of her car and took off after
the guy on her bike. She grabbed
hold and would not let go.

¢ startled man started to hit
her, She looked him in the eyes
with a determination tlat told
him that he was out of luck. She
started to yell at the top of her
lungs for help. A crowd gathered
at the busy intersection. And peo-
plo-started to urge the panicking
young man to ldll her. Slm still
held her ground and would not let
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g0,

‘Three policemen arrived. She
was safe. And shd recovered her
bike after proving it was hers, She

Is pmllnz charges for possession
ol ltolm property and for assault.

to bo a passive vic-
ﬁm md !'m proud of hér for
standing \up for her rights.
People mnlc

parent, I shutter to think whxt

would have happened if the man

bmb«}lm .'I'lupeﬂm u,onzod

a 80 o par-

;;1:- w‘hcu kids htzva been nh:t.l’n
troit.

A nows article zald recently
that Detroit police records show
that 88 youth eges 16 and younger
have been shot this year — 11 fa-
tally. And one child was struck by
gunshot while he was riding in &
achool bus.

1 wonder what fueled the crowd
to egg him on in hitting her, Why

weren't there just as many people
to help her and to stop him?

When will people stand up and

confront destructive behavior that

threatens the lives of our chil-
dren? When will plain everyday,
ordinary folk just say, “Stop it.
..This {sn’t right. You cannot just
steal stuff and get away with it!

You cannot hit or hurt another

person, Perlod.”

‘When will thia mass apathy be
transformed into mass responsi-
bility? It may be safer to think,
“Well, it's THEIR problem.” Or
to say to ourselves, “I sure hope
the city gets its act together for
stricter law enforcement and to

get guns and druga off the
streets. o Or “Why dnn‘c ‘THEY do
something about it?7”

Sorry, but I don't see it that
wey. Crime [s OUR problem
whether wa fall victim to it or not.
It affects each one of us, Together
we-can s a tic impact
on crimo prevention and law en-
forcement. We don't have to bs
apathetic or helpless or hopelesa.
We can help take responsibility

in the areas of pre-

How? We can volunteer just
two-three hiours a week and serve
s friends and tutors for inner city
kids through church and youth
club programs, If each child had

another adult who cared and con- .

tributed to his or her well being
ob a regular basis, then we would
B8 mMOre young pooplu with hope
in thelr own future,

‘We need to find waya to provide
some of the opportunities for ALL
children which our own children
may take for granted. For exam-
ple, for $90 or 8o, we could provide
a campership that sends a kid to
camp for a week. For $110, we can
send 10 Boy Scouts for a camping
adventure this summer they
won't forget.

We can support the endeavors
of young people who are working
to build bridges and make a posi-
tive difference through our contri-
butions to Motor City Mission
Mania — a work camp experience
in which 300 young people will
come from all over the country to
work at varioua sites in Detroit
June 26-July 2. Let me know if
you are intereated. We'll find con-
crete ways for you to plug in to
hclp lmpmve conditions for safo

We dnn't have to wring our
hands in deapalr over the plight of
crime. We can join our hands to-
gother and stop thoso forces
which victimize people. Together
a8 partners with many positive
people and groups in the city, we
can reach out from our familiar
zones of comfort and confront
some of the root causes of crime,
poverty, unemployment. illitera-
cy, chiid abuse and |

Rev, Kate Thoresen is director
of Partnership Ministries of the
First Presbyterian Church in Bir-
mingham. If you have a question
or comment, call her at 953.2047,

mallbox number 1882, on a touch
tone phonn

kmﬁ‘- :

OCC art exhibit kicks off

“The Committee: Our Vi-
sions,” an art exhibit and sale
nmnenwd by the Women in Art
Project will open with a recep.
tion 7-8 p.m, today in the

Smith Theatre Gallery on Oak-
land Communlty Cnllege ]
Farmington Hills

ferent kinds of art from poetry
to water color., .

The oxhibit conunun '
through June 4, Gallery hours
are 6-9 p.m. on'l‘burld.nynnnd
12.56 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays. Admlnlon ll ﬁw

. The exhibit fentumx nll dif-

Call 471-7602.
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We CAN make a difforonce and
must make our communities safe
havens for our sons and daughters
— places where children of all
races and walks of life can be safe
and grow up to be healthy, pro-
ductive community members,
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Take The Next Step
Az Wayne State University..

Ifyou are ready to take that next Some of the reasons students come
step toward earning your four-year ~ to Wayne State: _ —
degree, we are ready for you. o Strength of our academic
. rograms — international
Last year approximately 5,000 fepﬁtaﬁon Adaress
students transferred to WSU from ' o ' .
some 500 community colleges and ¢ Cost — the only Michigan public Clty Sofle AP
four-year schools across the country. university w1t'h.a negative ‘ ..
They are taking classes at our main . increase in tuition costs over the Currently Aftending
campus in the University Culcural past decade based on inflation
Center in Detroit or on one of our o Financial aid — During 1991- Area of Interest
satellite campuses while others go to 92 WSU awarded $50 million in w
.our University Center at Macomb aid to students
Community College. weyme o .
So go ahead and take the next step. Clip and mall coupon fo:
i i t ‘Wayne State University -
Simply clip and rr_mtl the atcached Copothuny Lino 3
coupon and we will send you more . 6001 Coss Avenue
- Detroll MI 48202 - ;
information about t@nsferrnng to i 1000 B
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