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Vote ‘No’onA
Flaws must scuttle tax plan

“The massive school finance reform constitu-
tional amendment has too many serious flaws.
Therefore we urge a '‘No'' voto to Proposal A on
the June 2 state ballat, Here's why.

Property tax cuts are too small. Proposal A
was designed by legislators to benefit 70 percent
and soak 30 percent, mostly the metropolitan
suburbs,

‘While much of the state gets school

Proposal A: The Bottom Line
Arrows Indicate an Increase/docroase
W Avondate: 6 mills :

W Blrmingham: 0.67 (two-thirds of one mill)
4. BJ Hills: 0.63

rate cuts of 14 to 20 mills, the arca served by
Obscrver & Eccentric Newspapors gets little.

he ying chart d the pal-
try benefits to people who have been some of
the hardest hit by proporty taxes.

A few suburban districts would be winners —
Wayne-Westland 20 mills, Garden Clty 17.6,
Redford Union 17.6. Others would benefit
somewhat — Plymouth-Canton 14, South Red-
ford 11, Clarenceville 14.4.

But the-overall pattern is bad. Congider the
home counties of the three chief legislative
sponsors: Livingston gets cuts of 16 to 20 mills,
St. Jogeph 11 to 19 mills, and Hilledale 14 to 20
mills. Those aponsors thought in terms of sell
interest. We suggest our readers do the same.

.. The tax shift would hurt many, Proposal A
wauld raise sales and use taxes 50 percent. On

‘W Farmington: 4.5 mills

W Novi: 22 milis

W Rochester: 8.3 mlls

W Southfleld: 7.8 mills

W Troy: 4 mills

W Walled Lake: 8 mills

W Wost Bloomfleld: 7.1 mills
W Livonia: 5.8 mills
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9 Crostwoods: (Dearborn Heights) 5.5 mills
‘W Dearborn: 1.7 mills
¥ Narthvlile: 4.4 mills

balance, many, if not moest, h in sub-
urban districts would pay more taxes. The harm
is compounded by the lack of deductibility of
the sales tax for federal income tax purposes,

Senior citizens would get little or no benefit.
What little property tax cut they got would re-
duce their “circuit breaker” income tax rebates,
And they'd be stuck with higher sales taxes be-
sides,

Renters would pay higher sales taxes, but un-
known is whether landlords would reduce rent
to reflect lower property taxes, Renters hava
yeason to doubt they would see any cut at all,

; The agsessment cap will be a public rela-
tions disaster In 10 years, Sure, assessments
are capped at the rate of inflation or 5 percent.
But when a property is sold, it's reasaessed to
half the market value, Neighbors with the same
size homes will be paying radically different
property tax bills due only to the fact that one
fomily just moved in while the other has been
there for some years,

* Young couples, people with growing families,
mobile people who seek new opportunities —
theae will all be punished by Proposal A. If
those categories include you or your children,
vate no.

" City taxes shouldn’t be overlooked. Prop-
‘erty taxes to cities would be capped, and there’s
.reason to fear their state aid will be cut. The
:result would be a blossoming of fees for every
<conceivable service,

Urban sprawl will be enouraged. Urban
‘sprawl is the paving of greenficlds for new busi-
-ness with no population growth to justify it, and
“the abandoning of existing streets and utilitiea,
© Our suburbs get paltry property tax cuts. But
-rural Macomb, Onkland and southwestern
:Wayne counties get big cuts. The effect would
: be to encourage developers to pave over green-

. fields with low school tax rates. That would

* Kurt existing suburbs — a state-encouraged

. “'scorched earth” policy.

: Proposal A promises equlty but fatls to de-

«liver, Without question, many rural districts

- need greater resources. But lawmakers have
blindly failed to take account of the fact that
the costs of living, building, renting, getting
sick, insuring one’s car and supporting munici-
palities vary widely acroas our varied state.

ORSTRVER & ECCENTRIC

@ Senlor citlzens wouid get
little or no beneflt. What lit-
tie property tax cut thoy
get would reduce thelr “clr-
cult breaker” Income tax
rebates. And they'd be
stuck with higher sales tax-
es besldes. Renters would
pay higher sales taxes, but
unknown Is whether land.
lords would reduce rent to
roflect lower property tax-
es. Renters have reason to
doubt they would seo any
cut at all.

One simple example out of hundreds: Propos-
al A gives Engadine in the Upper Peninsula
$5,435 per pupil and Garden City $6,227, Clear-
ly, equality Isn't equity. R

The Legislature had other ideas before it
which would have taken account of cost of liv-
ing differences between the metropolis and the
bockwoods, but it turned ita back on the good
ideas.

Thero are other fishhooks in Proposal A,
We suspect some of our districts will be harmed
by the acheol aid bill implementing Proposal A
which bases promised increascs on past revenue
rather than expenditure. The effect is to punish
districta that kept tax rates low.

We atill wonder if the state didn't shift more
“‘categorical” costs to suburban schools than
they'l! have revenus to cover.

‘We're not happy to be opposing Proposal A.
Proporty taxes are high in most places, and the
stato needs to help education more. But the
slick political promises in Proposal A don't cov-
erup its substantial flaws. And its most mas-
sive flawa won't show up until 10 or 20 years
down the road. . N

Proposal A should be defeated June 2.

. Community VoIcE

LETTERS

A big thank you

ast November, the Farmington Obseiver
L printed an article about Giil Elementary
PTA sponsoring a book drive to help ele-
mentary and middle schoola in Florida that lost
their media centera due to Hurricane Andrew.

We invited other school parent organizations
in the area to participate and, with the help of
your article, the responso was torrific.

W collected 5,634 books thanks to the efforts
of children, parents, teachers and administra.
tors at Alameda, Beechviow, Dunckel, Fairviow,
Flanders, Gill, Hillside, Power, Woodereek and
Wooddale. In addition, Scholastic Books, Inc,
donated books to our effort.

When it came time to transport the books (44
boxes weighing more than 1,400 pounds),
Northwest Airlines came forward and shipped
them free of charge.

1 want to thank all of you who sent in books
or were involved in this project in any way. It's
great to participate in a project that has chil-
dren reaching out to other children and adults

king to lish a goal.

I know that overy time a child at those Flori-
da schools picks up a book, there is joy and
happiness in their heart because of you, Thanks
for joining the drive and making it a success.

Diane Chambers, Gill Elementary PTA

Thank you agaln

wish to express my sincere thanks The

Farmington Observer for helping to make

our AARP Tax-Aide Program — Tax
Counseling for the Elderly, a real success for
another year.

We prepared 162 joint returns out of 766 sep-
arate interviews. Four hundred twenty-nine fed-
eral tax returns and 1,103 state tax returns and
eredit forms were prepared.

‘Tax related assistance was given to 138 cli-
ents. Sixteen senior citizons were given tax as-
sistance at their residence due to ill health.

Again, thank you for placing the notices in
the Farmington Observer, noting tho time and
place of tax assiatance, oach week during the tax
season.

John J. Antontlll, local coordlnator,

W

will increase about 400 percent over the past
year. .

The need is evident and it is only through the
support of the general public that we can help
the children in need of assistance.

Our presence in tho local shopping areas for
the long week may have appeared to be overkill
but we know the nced was there and we as Li-
ons felt that our time could be well spent to
provide funds for those in nch.

‘The Lions continue to colle\ct‘_u sed oyeglass-
8, our club recontly forwarded 950 pairs for
procesaing and use in the Third World coun-
tries and locations.

[T

If you have eyeglasses to be donated the £t

Farmington Library on 12 Mile Road has a col-
lection box or you can call mo at 476-6257 fora
collection point that may be more available to
you.

Tepy

Again, wo thank the general public for your
support through the yeara and we pledge to
work to warrant the continuted trust of your fi-
nancial support teday and tomorrow. ~

Charles R. Carvell, secretary, .|
Farmington Area Lions .
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A great letter

t waa refreshing to read David York's lettor
(May 16) on student safety. He emphasized
p " ibility for child

to a bus stop on main roads.

I'll add that there strould be no return tocurb |

bdivial hild

service within for school
whether or not “Robin Hood” funding is re-
stored.

Taxpayer money is for quality of program, not "

family convenience or comfort.
¥ Niblett, F

Hills *

They're pleased “t

s

i5

wnlklng: "

servico provided by Macomb-Oakland .

brother George ainco he was removed from Caro
Regional Center and placed in a group home in
Qakland County. : .

Fannington-Farmington Hills Tax-Alde
, . Program
. i

Lions say thanks

We ider it to be ta) that this kind

of a program be provided at a high quality lovel -

and have concern if “full management” is insti- -
tuted. : . -

Such a program should not be basedon the -
easlest and cheapest mothod of service provi-
sions, These people with trememdous needs de-

© have been extromoly pleased with the ~ |~
Regional Center (MORC) for our HE

. -

QuESTION: he Farmington Area Lions wish to ac. | 20V tho best sarvico possible, B
knowledge and thank the peopls of the Wa,m'u asking that you invostigate these
What does Farmington area for their financial sup- i ively before d ying or wenk- "] -
Memorlal Day port that was given during the recent Whita oning a systom that is presently providing such -
mean to you? [Cane Week, April 23 through May 2, important service to the community and our '}~
Tho main thrust of help I to tho visually loved onca. .
We asked this handicapped. It appears that the funds that we Dorothy Charlton, Susannah Molvin, |
question at the f will expend thia year for eye exams and glassea Farmington Hills '}’
©| Amercan House ¥ | Boti: ' . wp
i Retiement Res. Th bl ofmy | ‘It'srecalling all ‘it sans aholl ‘A wonderful day, .
:| rdenceinFam. | ‘The N - 2 ; ] - Lo
. two sons, thave | the nice things day —and a remembrance of . e
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. were bom that bering those who Kilda Moead | the flag out and Tom Barr iz wh
: weegond in can‘tbe with Wimington, Del, wmf‘?I :(o'm Isamo ! STIVE BARNABY MANAGING EVTOR EDimoR, o s A
H 1943 ou,’ GENERAL MANAGEY -
: Sylvla Kantor | “Jaan Dlevendorf Farmington Hills Juomi Dower Berw ““‘m MVAVNWW ;mm MARK LEWIS DIRECTOR OF ADVERTISING
: Fammington Hills | Farmington Hills IRIGHT DIRECTOR OF CIRCULATION
Phlllp Power cHuRMAN OF THE BOARD kammmaéw
3 .- " T 2



