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POIN‘I’S OFVIEW .

' ook, Ijualgava up TV for a week
and I'm & little on edge and I
can't deal with all this, uh, stuff,
So got out of my face, OK?

T hn&nouw&n like n‘anlgthl‘hg this

d mutter around his home and off-
ice these days. Yeah, I'm grouchy and
surly today (Tuesdny) over this Opdm-
tion Turnoff nonaense, A
Ybu'll remember 1 sald in tbla spa
that I'd expel television from my life‘t
for déven days in May if an Observer
reader or two would go along for the A
ridd and drop TV for that period, too.,
Well, the support was there (Hey,
Bev, and Tom Cornell of Farmington
Hiljs and David and Urmila Staudach-
er of Southfield, you guys had better
not'be cheating!), so Ihad tado it, I
had to put the boot to the boob tube,
Last Sundey, May 16, was the
switch-off day. My now 26-inch Zenith
went dark. And it's stayed dark .
nb«ut as dark a8 my mood right now. *

‘ hope you're happy. Now we bolong

: to throe of thosc so-called waro-

. house cluba.”

+What are you grousing about? You
sald this one was really nice, Besides,
it's a good deal, It only costs 15 bucks a
yeair and we each get a card.

“Right. With The Discount.”

“0!,1', I see. Are you still mad about

?[ can't belleve she called n‘\'e anold

{'She didn’t.”

#Did, too."

#No, she didn't. Alf she said was if
wulisbed you as the primary card hold-
er muteud of me, we cquld get the sen-
iof cxclzcn discount arid got our cards
fo'$15 a year instead of $20, We save
five bucka and we each get a card. It's o

lot bettor than that other place where I
pay $26 and only get one card, This

Lobbyists infest nation’s
annual political gridlock

S

v sight on both,

1So it was last week: President Clinton rotled
aut hxa political reform pnc}mgc, and Inside

PRI

Politics

ometimes two entirely unrclated events
coincide in a way that provides new in-

ond survey ranking Lansing lobbyists.

'I‘hu nntional proposnal would provide partial
pphllc funding for congreasional races, now
owrwhelmingly funded by PACs, and limit the
ﬁhuncnul influenco of lobbyists for special inter-

4

edts,
+Dem
Sdnder

!~tidny, and Republican Joo

+Knollenberg of Birmingham, who wanted a
- cértain percentago of campaign funding to come

*fdm constituents.

'Thn IMP survey was mostly Lansing insider

wem mbgt effective.

/ntic U.S. Reps. Bill Ford of Ypsilanti,
vin of Southfield and Dale Kildee of
Fllnt said they supported the logislation and ex-
pﬁch:d it to pass. Opposed wera Democrat Bob
Cprr of East Lansing, who said he was ada-
mhntly dgainst any taxpoyer subsidy for clec-

"pcw" rating” and which multi-client firms

" Now, got off my back, critics, It's
damn hard to kick this habit, You
don’t think co, you just try it. It's one
thing not to watch TV for an hour or
two or even a day. It's another to know .
you can’t watch those flickering images
for a long time.

I'm only 2% days into this silly
project and I’'m like aeven gallons of
spoiled milkdn your refrigerator. .

‘What a week I picked to give up TV,
1It’s the May ratings sweops — one of
tho most important weoke of tho mast
important month of the year for the
people who give us television, .

Whether the programming comes
from California or Southficld (where 5o
many of our local TV atatjons are lo-
cated) or downtown Dotroit, they want

watching.

It’a no uccldent that “Cheers” is
ending with a two-hour swan sang this
week. Millions will watch it Thursday.
Not me. I'm not watching.

way you can go shopping by yourselfif
you want to.”
“Big deal. And since when did they
su\rt ;alllng people over 50 ‘senior citi-

“Don t bo o sensitive.”

“And you had to make that crack
about the AARP.”

“All I said was if you can join the
AARP at 501 guoas you should be able
to get tho senior citizon rate at a dis-
count shepping place.”

“Yeah, right. You had to bring it up.
Besides, the only reason 1 joined the
AARP was because we got a good deal
on their Motor Club. And discounts at
motels, And rental cars,

“There you go again.”

“And how did sho know I was over 50
anyway? I didn't know you put our
ages down on the application,”

“Ididn't.”

you to watch it this week. But 'mnot

And it's not a coincidence that CBS |
dropped the bombshell today — during
the sweeps — that Connie Chung

. would share the anchor desk with Dan
Rather on the evening news show.

And, when it comes to local news,
our powor-suited Pollys and pompa-
doured Peters usually wait for sweeps
time to tell us that the water could be
dangerous and the meat might be
deadly.

"You u .uh.
“Nope."
e “Oh l-guesu she got it off my driver's

. didn't?”

“You dldn‘t show her your driver's

Hee!
“] didn’t, did 1? Then how..
"] guess she could tell.”
“Thanks a lot.”

| Hey, Hollywood, I’'m not watching TV!

Anythlng to get you to wateh, But

' I'm not watching.

So, what's it like inaworldwithno '
™v? Well. Monday night I folt this way
about it: It's llke being very tired and
lying down in your back yard to sleep.
You're on the cold, hard ground, and
you think to yoursell: Why am I eleep-
ing on the ground when I own a bed
with a mattress and even clean sheets?

Why indeed. I guess it all started as
one man’s protest against all the junk
that’s on TV, And, let’s be honest
about it, there is a lot of junk on TV. It
comes from California and New York.
It comes from Southfield and down-
town Detroit..

Is there anyone out there who can se-
riously deny the accusation that the
TV airwaves and cables are clogged

" with junk these days?

I've always bellnverl that we'd be bet-
ter, brighter people today if, in the
19408, Howard Armstrong’s vision of
FM ratlio bad been allowed to provail

f'_‘_Woll. it's nothing to be ashamed
ol .

“I look old.”
“You look., . . disti

tahod 1

o

over David Sarnoff's idea of commer- wer .

cial television.

- But ] NBC‘a Samoff, one ol‘ the  most

| men in =

won that battle and the war and thie
peace that followed. TV came, and the'
brilliant inventor (FM radio and tho
superheterodyne radio circuit) Arm-
strong went , . . out the window of hisy
New York apartment bulldmg, a mgxc‘
sulcido.

And now we're burdensd with TV,
with its news scares during ratings
sweeps, douche ads and endless reruns
of “The Brady Bunch.” Hey, let’a not . :»
forget sweet Vanna turning her letters;: o

That's why I'm not watching. For .
one week. As difficult as it may be, I'm
not watching. .

Tom Baer is the editor of the Farm-
ington Observer. He looks forward to
watching “Saturday Night Live” ot one

*| second past midnight on Sunday, May

24

,‘:Old coot’ grapples with growing, uh, dzstmguzshed

“1 kan. hut ley give dlseountb
to old coof
"Wlll you stop it with that old coot

Let's just go home, I'll make

“How did she hme, nnywny’! Andin
front of all those people.”

“Dear, don't worry about lt. Just put
the stuff in the car and drive,

“Maybe you should put it |n It's
pretty heavy.”

“Oh, for heaven's sake.”

“Maybe you should drive. I'm not
feellnx too well "

*Good grie

“All right! I'll put the stuffin the
car. I'll drive. Maybe a little slower
than usual, but I'll drive. Uh, you wan-
na stop for lunch?

“Where?"

*“I was thinking about Denny‘: "

“Denny's? Whatever made you think
of that? We never go to Denny’s.”

you some mush or something."

“Very funny, Maybe we should start
looking for & new place to live. e
thing on one level, -

“Look, if it's going to upset you this
much, just give me your card. I'l i
up and we'll pretend it never hap
pened.” t
“Give up the card? And lose my sen-
jor citizen discount? No way, Thip old
c?lo‘t stuff might not be so bad after
all.” :

Jack Gladden is a copy editor atjthe

Observer & Eccentric newspapers. Until

recently he considered himself m:.ddlb
aged, But now. . .

its sec-

BWe — politiclians, citizens, lob-
bylsts — are i} trapped Inslde a
pollllcal gystem wo all know Is
rotting at the core. But tho sys-
tem Is so all-pervasive that no-
body can find a way out.

from lobbyt

fal i

abwrﬂ hed me:
wNo. 1 “Neulyhalf of those il

that D

tbin yenr's poll claimed dully contact ona pro-
or

i ‘bnslswlthn bt

Il;uat trico a weok.”

g or-

cloge,

ing spect
whu have nnmolhlng to gain from the transac-

tion.

We — politicians, citizens, lobbyists — are
all trapped insido a political system we all know
ja rotting at the core. But the system is so all.
that nobedy can find a way out.

Incumbent politicians know full well they are

ding far too much of their time chasing
money. Challengers realize the deck is stacked
against them and swear if they got elected,
thoy'll make sure no chnll\mxer evor comes

SAVE 50%
SAVE 50%
SAVE 30% °
SAVE 25%  °
SAVE ¥ 60% -

SAVE MORE THAN 20% TO 60%

AT THE, S{W ééﬁlq. :
76th Anniversary Sale

OUR 76th OPEN HOUSE SALE 1S IN PROGRESS NOW WITH UNPRECEDENTED SAVINGS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT -,
¢ All Penasylvania House Wicker will be 50% Off - including spcdal

orders!

will be 50% Offt

76th Anniversary
SPECIAL SAI.E ITEM

A wide sclection of discontinued picces from Pennsylvanla Honse

All current Pc:msyiv-mln House, Hudcn and Conovcr will bc

30% off - ipcluding special orders! \
All Pearson, Statton, S. Bent, Hooker, Bradington-Young, Hancock

& Moore and Jamestown will be 25% off - even special orders. -
A large sclection of “Clearance Ttems” is currently 40% to 60% off in our’

“Clearance Center.” All clearance & discontinued items subject to prior sale.

Enter to win one of 6 valuable prizes in a drawing held May 22‘ i
You need not be present to win. Onc entry per family,

e

«Whéther it’s 2,000 or so registered lubbylsts
orted influence peddlers in Lansing or
(Prosident Clinton's number) in
Wnahingum,tho survoy confirms what I long

h@ve argued: Lob%: litorally infest the logis-

lqﬁvn process.

No. 2: “More thamhalf of the survey's respon-
6¢nm have been employed by or dealt with state
gpvommnnt for more thhn 10 years, and nemly
80 porcent for a minimu! of threo years.”

b Whothm' lt 's a reformist new governor of
no ident, the polit-
ital facts of llfo aro tho same: What really
counts is tho pormanent cultyre of tho capital.
. And that culture lk orected bn the twin reali-

. tlos of our contemporary politics; Tho main ca-

reer goal of our pmt‘euéionul politicians is re-
lection, and that can Imnt be fi nnncod by tl\lnly
isguised bribos (*

Cittzons are furious at gridlock and at their
1ack of access to a syatem of unresponsive gov-
ernment. Lobbyists, often very able and experi-
enced people, have a job ta do and rationalize
their activity on the grounds that everybody
does it, so why not me?

1doubt any political reform legislation will
over eliminateo lobbyists or alash the power of
specinl interosts. But we must keep trying to
find a way to overcomo the cynical realism of
most people that government as it is presently
practiced has no particular interest in respond.
ing to the needs of ordinary folks.

That's why political reform proponents,
whether in Lansing or Washington, need vocal
citizen support.

Phil Power is chairman of the company that

* owns this newspaper, His touch-tone voice mail

number is (313) 853-2047 ext, 1880,

Youx opln.lons Tell us and your neighbors what you think about the opinions
count... cxpressed by writing o letter to the editor at: The Observer,

g 21898 Farmington Road, Farmington 48338. Or, if you have &
Touch-Tono® phone, you can loave n voico mail measago for our
columnists, Thelr numbera are listed ot the end of each column.

25%2" Brass Lamp
-*Nortbbrook™ By Stiffel Reg. *175

SALE *76

..OR RECEIVE TNIS IAMP FREE'BTTH ANY
PURCHASE OVER 32,000. ONE IAMP FER

of Blogmfield Ritls

| 2600 N. woODWARD

JUST SOUTH OF SQUARE LAKE RD. -
. PNE FURNTURE SNCE 1917

Save 35% on this Pennsylvanla I}ouse dinlng room, -
And then take an extra 10% OFF the sale pﬂte dur-
ing our 76th Annbversary Sale.

Stwait Glun

0% off the

I I111}

'
Sale ends Saturday, My 22!
Sales made prior to Mxy 13.
excluded from recelving
special offers, ¢
NOT VALD IN CONJUNCTION,
WITH ANY OTHER OFFER «

332-8348
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