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STATF WRITER

Farmington Hills officlals took
part in a cable TV forum last
week, but distanced themseclvea
from taRing a position on the
state tax proposal at the city
council meeting Monday.

.Moyor Nancy Bates, council-
men Aldo Vagnozzi end Jon
Grant, City Manager Bill Costick,
Hills assessor Dean Babb, Farm.
ington Schools Superintendent
Michael Flanagan, state Rep, Jan
Dolan, and state Sen. Jack Faxen
discussed Proposal A, the state's
most recent attempt to reduce
property taxes and guarantee ade-
quate funding for uchooil duﬁng
the forum.

The plan. which will go beforo
voters atatewide June 2, would
put a cap on property tax assess-
ments and amend the state con-
stitution to raiss the saleatax to 8
percent from the current 4 per-
cent.

stays mum on A

At Monday's city council meet-
ing, the five council members
presont, Bates, Grant, Vagnozzi,
Larry Lichtman and Terry Sever,
decided not to take a formal stand
on the {ssue as a city council,

Sever sald the councll had pro-
vided a forum on the question,
and further discusaion could bo
divisive. Grant agreed,

“Since there is no clear con-
sensus on the council, I think we
should not take a formal stand,”
he said.

Latest in long list

Ths proposal is the lotest in o
long list of plana that have sound-
ed like names for everything from
sandwiches to basketball tourna-
ments a reassurance (BLT, sweet
16 and OK). But thls proposs re-
quired a two-thirds majority in
both the Michigan House and
Senate and has the backing of
Gov, John Engler, the Michigan -
Education Association, the Farm-
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ington/Farmington Hills Cham- just its budget should Proposal A But the cap on propmy ux in-  sald. “Itisa mlnmau It hnoe.
¢ of Commerce, the state Cham- pass. The shift to a highor sales  ¢creases will mean some i good for

ber of Commerce and the Michi-
gan Municipal League, a coalition
lacking in previous, unsuccessful
ballot proposals and ill:fated
state bills.

“A two-thirds majority tells you
o lot,” Dolan said. *This was not
a partisan proposal.”

Tho proposal would cost the
Farmington Hilla in the shost
ron, bbut could help Sn the Ionx

tax would gencrate more tax mon-
oy from touriam, the state’s scc-
ond biggest industry,

“Itis & tax ghift,” he sald.
Endorsed by chamber

The Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce
Board of Dkectm- endorsed tho
proposal on May 1

“While Acknowledging that the
1 is not a perfect solution

run
ol‘propcrty ownlm Costlck said,
“This

and that thero are some business
related which must be

the frustrations ol‘ pro rty tax-
paycn," Costick anld at the fo-
rum. “It will mean a loss to the
city ol' about $360,000 in the firat
year,

Costick sald the June 2 vate

would allow the city time to ad-

resolved, the chamber believes
that this attempt to bring the
state’s high property tax in line,
after at lenst 20 years and almost
as many proposals, will put an
end to thosa escalating costs,” the
letter sald.

in property asscasments for hous-
es of equal value, sald Babb, Un.

cause the proposal would guaran-: ‘.
tea nqnul per-pupil f\lndlnn

der the plan, a property ownet's
nssessment could only be in.
creased by 3 percent during the
first year and b percent or the rate
of inflation, whichever is lower,
from then on.

That would not Jimit the price
a house could fetch, allowing a
home buyer to pay, an as.
sessed, at a higher rate than an
equally valued property where as-
sessments’ would have been kept
down by the & percent caj

“We will have to nniﬁ‘ont every

property transfer,” Babb satd.
Senator opposes ‘A’

Faxon opposes the proposal,
“This ia not a tax shift,” he

the state,

Michigan would suffer, because
ooult'a in the region are much h!;h-
er, he

Flanagan sald the benefits of
the p]un outweigh the disadvan:
tages. .
“There will be short-term lnu- .
es for the Farmington Schools," -
he said. “But it will offer an im-"
medlute‘ benefit for property tax-"

Bates said with all its flaws, the -,
proposal might be the last chance
for a long time to change school
funding because so many alterna-
tives have been proposed and re-
jected.

' votlng map

1. Farmington City Hall
23600 Liberty

327689 W, Ten' Mila .

32000 Shiawassee

32600 Flanders
34850 Arundel- - .

33000 Thomas

2. Ten Mile COmmunlty School
3. Farmington Senior High School
| 4. Flanders Elementary School

., 5. Longacre Elementary School

: 8. Farmington Training Csnter

Pleasa note: | you ama
unsure of whara to vole,
§Y  chock your procinct
G|E]  number on your voter

J registration card or call
city hall at (313) 474-5500.
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Tax vote comes on a Wednesday
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* whichever {s less, When property

is sold or tmnnfarml, adjust as-
to current

Hlllu city omdnls aro mmlndlng
votors that tho special
‘lection on Proposal A which
would limit property taxes and
aise the sales tax, will take place
on a Wednesday, not a Tueaday.
+ The speclal election has been
scheduled for Wednesday, June 2.
Voters will use the same precincts
they did in the November genoral
election in both citles,
‘Thny were going to have it on
Tueaday, June 1,” said Farming-
mn Hills City Clerk Kathy Dor-
nan. “But that is the day after
Momorial Day. Wo would have to
get ready that Monday to have a
Tuesday election. This will help
!l' alot.”
«:The only iesuc on 'bs ballot
wlll be Proposal A. It reads:

“A pro; to limlt annual
lncmm inall pmperty tax ns-
reduce

school operating taxes, In-
the stato_sales and use
tax rates from 4 percent to 8
percont, constitutionally dedl-
cate funds for local schools and

' a- per-pupll funding guaran-

J“The proposed constitutional
amendment would:

*1, Limit for each property par-
cel luding new )

market value.

2, Reduce maximum school op-
erating tazes to 18 non-voted
mills, Permit districts to levy up
to 9 additional voted mills.

8, Reduce G0-mill maximum
property tax limit to 40 mills.

' 4. Increase atate sales and use
tax ratea to 8 percent. Dedicate
this additional revenuo and lot-

tery proceeda to schools,

5, Establish a minimum atate/
local per-pupil funding guarantes,
annu adjus for revonue
changes. Provide a minimum 3
percent per-pupll funding guaran-
teo, annually adjusted for rovenue
changes, Provide a minimum 3
percent  per-pupil funding in-
croaso in 1993-1994,

Shnuld '.hll proposal be ndopt-

Farmlnxton City Clerk-Treas-
urer Patsy Cantrell sald she had
no ldm of how voters would take

to the proposal,

“l'm pmbahly just as up in the
alr about the outcomo as anyone
clgo,” sho aald, “I suppose we
hnvo to have tho eloction any-

way."”

Dornan sald absenteo votera
will llkely play a big rolo in the
election. Farmington Hills senda
out ab ballots to all senfor

annual assessmont increase to &

percent or the Inflation rate, .

e T

-

" citizons, about 12,000 in all, - .

“We've already received about

H‘l'm probably Just as
up [n the alr about the
outcomeo as anyone

olse.’
Patsy Cantrell
Farmington clerk-treasurer

5,000,” she said.

Absentee ballots must be
mailed in by Saturday, May 29.

‘The reasons allowed for absens
tee ballots are:

@ Being age 60 or older.

M Expecting to be absent from
the community in which the voter
is registered during polling hours.
& Belng physically unable to go
to the polls.

¥ Not being able to vete because
of a conflict with one's religion.

8 Belng an election precinct in.
spector in a precinct other than
the precinct whero a person lives.
B Being confined to jnil aweiting
arraignment or trlal,

The state will provide some
reimbursement to cities and
townships for the expense of the
election. Doman sald ahe cxpects
this special clection to cost close
to ‘what the March primary cost
Michiganiane, about $5.6 million,

“The state [s supposed to reim-
burse ua for the cost,” she mald.

“But tho legislature hu not yot .

passed the legislation.”
-Polla
to 8 p.m. on election day.
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Jrom bath 1o
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PERSONALIZE YOUR
TERRY ROBE AT NO

EXTRA CHARGE

Wrap up in cotton terry
beach or pool. It's soft
Personal monogramming is
lightbearted price, too.

White, medium blue,
medium pink, yellow or
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