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Bridge players
descend on area
for tournament

BY TiM CARVELL
BTArY WRITER

Marthe Hoberman, a sweet-
looking woman from Farmington
Hills, sofr.ly oxplnlned hnr pree-
ence at tl

playera said they simply enjoyed
;hn mental exercise provided by

ridge.
“It's very challenging, and it
preventa Alzhelmer's,” sald Babs

Bridge ’I‘oumumenh

“1t's the challenge, tho stimula.
tion,” she soid. “Plus the chanco
to cut somebody's throat.”

Welcome to the competitive.

world of tournament bridge. Play-
ers from around tho state — and
the country — flocked to the
Southfield Civic Center this week
to test their skill at the gamo that,
accordlng to player Jim Perng, ia
“thn mout complex game devised

Zeke Jnhbaur, a former natfon-
sl champlon who flew in from
Florida to lecture at the tourna-
ment, summed up tho game's ap-
peal succinctly,

“It Involves both the left sido
and the right side of the brain,”
he sald. “It's a science and an art
+ ++ You just have to bo amart
enough to play, and dumb enough
to think it’s important.”

Judging by the turnout at the
Clvic Center — an estimated
3,500 people will have played a
hand by the time the tournament
ends Sunday night — plenty of
people fit that description.

‘Those who attended said they
enjoyed the fact that the gamo
never grew old; indeed, many said
they hed played several times a
week for decades, and still weren't
sick of bridge.

“I've played for 70 years,” said
Rema Frankel of Bloomfield
Hills. “} atarted when I was 10 be-
cause my parents played,”

‘The enduring appeal of bridge
can be explained with a calcula-
tor, according to Margaret Marc-
hand, a player and former math
teacher at Adrian College.

“You naver sece the same hand
twice,” she sald. “Thero are 613
billion hands, and if you played
one hand every five minutes,
without breaking for food or sleep,
you'd have to lve six millfon
years before you'd played every
hand, I don’t think I’} make it,
but I'll try. So you see, bridge nev-
er gets dull. I may learn from my
mistakes, but l can go and meke
new mistakes.”

On a less selentific note, many

Wilder of Bloomfield Hills.

While the players may speak of
the joy of bridge, make no mistake
about it — this is not & soclal
event; it {8 a major competition.
Food vendor Nicole Balhorn of
Southficld waa impressed with
the dedication of the players,

*“It's unbelievable,” ahe sald. *1
don't know how they can sit in
there for that long. Do you hear
how quint itis in them’! Every-
body's concentrating.”

The quict in the center, as
Balhorn noted, is somewhat un.
nerving. Sheila Lesser of Detroit
explnined the silence.

“You cannot talk,” said Lesser.
“All you can do js bid.”

Between the games, however,
the bridge fanatics chatted and
compared notes. One major topic
of conversation was the presence
at the tournament of world-re-
nowned Italian champ Benito
Garazzo, described by Jabbour as
“the Magic Johnson of bridge.”

Garazzo, for hia part, was more
humble about his accomplish-
ments. Asked if ho felt hia chanc.
es wero good, he laughed and
pointed to the sky.

“That's only up to them,” he
said.

Garazzo was not the only full
time player at the tournament; an
estimated 1,000 participants had
come from out of town specifically
to rack up points and improve
their standing within the Ameri-
can Contract Bridge League. Two
such participants were Martin
and Charlotte Baff, who noted
that there waa no money involved
in becoming a bridge champlon,

“There's no money in it,"” Mar-
tin sald,

“Just the money we spend to
go,” Charlotte added.

For the most part, win or lose,
the tournament’s participanta
were just happy to be playing. In-
deed, Karen Schawecker, of Plym.
outh, said ahe had but one com-

plaint.

“The only thing I don't like is
that they don't give you free cof-
fee,” she said.

Proposal would turn
court dates into fines

BY TiM RICHARD
BTAYr Warten

Local governmenta could
amamllno thelr ordinance en-
v tuming “ctd
misdemeanors” lnw “civil infrac-
tiona,”

Two Oakland County ) k.

izen a “criminal” for having a
loose pet, or for not shoveling
their sidewalks, or for riding their
blcycles on the sidewalk.”

“Cities can have a civil infrac-
tiona bureau, like a parking ticket
b‘;uuu" gald David Onbom ct
the Michi

ora_strongly suppamd a package
of bills d

an uloclatlan of citles and vlllag-
es the bills.

pay tickets at a vlolatlonu bureau
rather than make them appear in
district court.

“All loca! units can benefit,”
said Rep. Willis Bullard, R-Mil-
ford, a former township supend-
sor. “This (package) goes alone
with making most ruinor traffic
violations civil Infractions as wo
did a number of years ago.”

“It inflamed them (ordinance
violators) when they l‘nund it was
a criminal offense,” said Rep.
Penny Crissman, R-Rochester.

“Wo're having trouble with our
district court dockets. It sort of
jams their schedules when they
have to deal with people shoveling
walks and posting signs. They
Uudgan) don’t want to take theso
up,” she added.

Bullard and Crissman last
week joined other members of the
House Local Government Com-
mittee in reporting out 15 bills al-
lewing — but net requiring — cit-
fes, townahips, villages and coun-
ties to chango local ordinances to
clvil Infractions, |

Such ordinances cover zoning
v(olnt!onl. foncos, signs, fallure to
abtain permits, dog control, burn-
Ing, junk vehicles, weeds, snow re-
moval, noiss and even bicyclo rid-
ingon sidewallcs,

“This legislation would allow
local unita to take the onus of
eriminality from tho violation of
ordinances like these,” sald tha

naor, Sen. Jos Conroy, D-

| spor
| Flint. "It's not right to deem a cit-

Lansing city attomey Kevin
McKinney uahi cities could save
hundreds of hours of attorney

time by not having to take rental .

housing ingpection cases to court.

If ticketed by & city Inspector, a
person could:
B Pay the fine at the violations
bureau in person or by mail,
B Admit responaibility in person
nr by mall and wait for 8 court de-

I Flgbt the ticket at either a for-
mal (with attorneys) or informal
(without attorneys) hearing, with-
out jury, before the district judge,
just as with many teaffic ticketa,

Fines and jail penalties would
remain unchanged.

One-third of the fine money
would continue to go ta the local
unit and two-thirds to the court.
“There's no change. We don’t
want to fiddle with that,” Conroy
sald in reply to a question from
Crissman.

The Houee panel amended the
bille to provent an owner from Joa-
ing his or her home for failure to
pay a ticket, The Senate, which
passed the bills last month. must
concur before the bills become

’l‘ha bills will go to the full
Houso this wook.

Conroy pralsed the House com-
mitteo amendment, “It's a good
argument for two houses in tho

Legislature,” he said, chiding §

supporters of a ano-dumber Leg-
islature. ,

that will never change,

‘The sooner you take advantage of it, the more you can
save on financing home improvements, education, a car or
anything else worthwhile. You can even refinance a loan
that you have somewhere else.

Be sure to consult your tax advisor to make sure the
interest is deductible.

‘We can give qualified applicants fast approval—usually

Maybe you've noticed it while getting your taxes ready.
All the interest you've paid on consumer loans that’s not
deductible.

Well, now’s the time to think of a strategy for next
year’s taxes, And consider borrowing against the equity
in your home.

At First of America, we can lock you into a low fixed
8.50 percent APR loan with terms of up to 7 years. To make
the offer even more attractive, all fees will be waived, so within 24 hours. So stop by any First of America office or
there will be no annual fee, appraisal call 1-313-339-5644 to apply today.

ply
fees, closing costs or points, And And make last year's nondeductible
you'll have a fixed monthly payment 1"‘ F I R lOﬂo interest a thing of the past. )
A bank for life”

*Froperty insurance may be required. Offer available at participating banks only. Loans subject to eredit approval. Rauma/Mcy 1 1993, ﬂld i ub}ed 1o chaxge.
Appraisal and title search is nqmrd on loans over $30,000. Member FDIC, Equal




