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County ﬂlp-ﬂops on mental health nominee

mr nlu.m( R. ECHTINAW

Tampeu flared Monday as
imembera of the Oakland County
Commisslon tried for the second
time to nominate three people to
teats on tho Community Mental
‘Health Service Board,
1When the dust semcd, the
General

people and sdults and children
with mental (llnesses, The state
controls the distribution of anoth-
er $50 million in Oakland County,

If tho county :;kel_ aver "full

it would got to pass out the whole = mlttes’

* bundle, e: at least

$80 million.
“That il

hominated anklin mnldunt
Richard Herrle, Royal Oak resl-
dent” Judith Summers ‘and
Bloomfield Hilla reaident Shelley
Taub, who is also a Republican
county commissioner,
. With the county likely to take
control of the distribution of all
stato mental health money in
Oakland, the clamor

the
ity of Ihc menuxl health board
substantially,” zald Gosling, who
is also a member of that board,
‘The county commission ahot
dnwn the General Government
itteo's firat three
A pril 28 because one of them,
Svulhf eld resident Calvin Lip-
pitt, ia prenldent of the Allluee
for the M 111'and tb

‘who servea on the mental health
board has gotten a lot louder, said
commissioner Marylin Gosling,
R-Bloomfield Hills.

Currontly the 12-member men-
tal health board distributea about
f30 million a year to various or-
Wmiutionu that help retarded

might have a conflict of interest,

In a packed committes room
Monday four spectators apoke in
. defanso of Lippitt, whom they
hoped the committee would nomi-
nate again.

But just one committee mem-
ber voted for Lippitt, although six

bad put him on_their lists in
April. Committes Chairman Don-
ald Jensen, l?rmaln;hnm, who
voted for Lippitt the first time,

* but not the second, sald that Lip-

pitt fell out of favor as the com.
's scrutiny Intensified. “I
guesa I didn't lmow aa much
about him then as I do now,” Jen-
sen

The commlttee also dmpped
Clawsor realdent Sherry Samson,
who got five votes the first time
and none the second. “Some of us
felt that her qualifications weren’t
z::lldtf _strong  enough,” Jensen

The only survivor from the first
liat is Taub, who is a member of
the General ent Com-
Aot o agn ast Mondag,

pril an¢ nst Monday.

I the commission confirms
Taub's nomination thero will
then be four county commission.
ers on the mental health board.

The addition of Herzle came as
& surprise for many. Recruited by

Jensen, Herrle tumned down the
request to spply the first time,
then changed his mind later.

Herrle is the parent of & men-
tally retarded adult, chairman of
tho Oakland County Regional In-
teragency Coordinating Council,
sometimes mental health advisor
to Gov. John Engler and county
executive L. Brooks Patterson.

“I know Dick Herrle very well,”
Pattorson sald. "Hia is an opinton
I value, But we're not associated
in any official way.”

Dolores Howell, a past presi-
dent of the Alliance for the Men-

y 11, catled Herrle'a nomina-
tion “a alup in the face to our
group. It's ulfonnlve as well as
unacoeptable.”

Herle sald “there ia no truth to
a lot of the statementa (about me)
Dolores Howoll made.  Mrs.
Howell is aa far from the truth as
anyl can bo,”

Jensen sald there was a ‘“sur-
prising, ebsence of lobbying” in
the month between numhmtlng
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‘The county license fee doesn’t,
however, apply to inhabitanta of
cities and townships that do their
own canine registration.

Current county dog registration

fees are $10 for dogs capable of )

‘xieproduclng. or $8.50 for sterilized
o

g8,

State law requires that all dogs
six months of age or older must
have a valid rabies vaccination
and license, which the dog is re.
quired to wear on his or her collar,
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meetings, but commisaioner Lilli- GOVTBOXC.C.$1°

an Jaffo Oaks, D-Southfield, said U.S. Gold Coing .

thovia o eypollicl e | ez the Deckrz st
our of tho commitiees | (BYIN=TT) -

six Republicens (Jensen, Taub, "

Dnnn Wolf, R.Fd’amn'lan;) Hludllx RAR,.-I:',-T,S. !

vo comeow

l‘or ’I‘auh, Llppctt and Bnmaun " n-';nmr e

April, then for Taub, 07

and Herrle last Mondn e

In a hallway cutaide the meot-
ing room, Oaks asked Law what
Henlu 's qualifications are. “I for-
get,” Law said. “You have to read
the letter” that Herrle sent to
some of the commiseioners.

Summers was another surprise
nomines last Monday, consider-
ing that she got zoro ‘votes In
April. Summers is a member of
the board of directors for Arc of
Oakland County, an advocacy
group for retarded childrea,

An angry letter was sont to the
commission by Arc r Tom
Kendziorski after Summers was

passed over the first time. Other |

than that, Kendziorski sald, no
lubby{ag took place on Sumemens”

Jnnnen sald that Summers is
proforable to Uppiu because
she's “not totally Arc
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