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How Developer Views Wastage Of Our Land

EDITOR:

I note with interest the
editorial “Taxes to Help
Environment” by Tim
Richard (April 21). As a
developer, may I offer the
following for your con-
sideration:

Developers do not cause
increased population. It would
appear that the means -of
increasing population have

caught the fancy of the public, -

and they will continue to
multiply ‘without our help.

2. Since nothing has slowed
the population explosion since
the eliminaton of plagues, we
can anticipate more of the
same, and this means more
housing, and housing means
the use of more farm land, and
if you impose a punitive tax on
the sale of farm land, where
are you going to build the
needcd housing?

.. Americans are the most
waste{ul people in the world.
They "waste everything--
including land.

Hopeless? Not at all! The
answer lies with more ef-
ficient use of the land that
remains. The American
Dream means living in the
suburbs, and this means low-
density,
detached housing. This is not
what the developer has or-
dained--this is what our
communities insist upon. And
this is waste of the worst kind.

More efficient land use
means higher density, more
apartments, cluster-housing
communities, and the like. We
developers do not make the
rules of the game, but if we
play the game, we must play
by the rules.

If you are unhappy with the
situation, change the rules—
not the players. If you can see
that mile after mile after mile
of low density subdivisions
means a continuation of the
suburban sprawl and the
continuation of the land waste
syndrome, I suggest that you
test my thesis by mmaung a
published program of zoning
reform advocating what the
developer advocates-and then
run like hell!

MARVIN R. ROLLINS

Charter Land Corporation

. Southfield

Tax Already
Too High

EDITOR:
As a property owner in
Livonia for over eight years, I

single-family
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am much concérned by past

actions of the Livonia school

board and its superintendent,
. Upton.

Evidently these gentlemen
are unaware that we are in a
recession and that unem-
ployment and high cost of
living, together with high
school taxes in Livonia, is of
much concern to everyone,
except Mr. Upton and the
school board.

They can see only one way,
and that is to increase the
burden with high taxes to
meet their golden dream of a
school utopia.

Last year about 65 per cent
of all taxes collected in
Livonia went for schools. I say
Livonia taxes are too high
already, and the school board
must learn to live within
anticipated revenues.

If the superintendent and
the school board find this
impossible, I suggest they all
resign en masse, for [ am sure
other personnel can be found
who are capable and qualified

to head our school system and-

operate within the limits of
our present income. No one is
indispensable, nof even our
present. school board and its
superintendent.

Education and good schools
are very important to
everyone, but it may be years
before our ‘economy can
support new revenues for
schools, and until then let us
all forget about bond issues
and the like.

Solution — the elimination of
our present school property
tax, as proposed by our
governor, and the adoption of
a graduated income tax for
school support.

WESLEY 0. WALKER
Livonia

F’ton Program

Discriminatory

EDITOR:
After reading Emory
Daniel’s editorial (re: op-

by Livonia Lions

(Saturday)

Free and painless eye check

"HIGH SCHOOL POSTER

 WEEK THEME

GI.AUCOMA CLINIC
MAY 1 1-3 p.m.

{Last clinic turned up 3 people with Glaucoma, plus § probahles)

CONTEST

Through May 2

Watch for our

MOTHER'S DAY

DIAMOND MINE
Coming May 6 thru 8

WIN. ..
Diamands
Courtesy of Meyers Jewelry
® Mothers Day Gifts rom the Mall Merchants
® Free ring for each chikd {while 2000 last)
Opan ts chdram 12 ad wnder accammpammnd by 10 scukt

position to the Farmington
minority understanding
program), 1 agree that the
Constitution is definitely on
the block. Equal treatment for
all is the question.

It appears that the Far-
mington school board has
given notice to about 70 of our
teachers that they will not be
re-hired next year. Then,
under the minority un-
derstanding program, the
board plans to hire black
teachers. In other words the 70
teachers will be replaced by
blacks.

‘This is not fair ~ this does
not create minority under-
standing, it creates resent-
ment in our community.

Everyone is to have an
equal chance under the
Constitution; special groups
are not to receive special
treatment. The basic desire is
for equality according to
ability, not special favors to
special interest groups.

A white suburban girl does
not have a fair chance for a
teaching position against men
and blacks — thus, black men
are to be favored and
recruited for positions in our
local schools. Thus prejudice
against white women.

We dont want the Con-
stitution on the ballot. We just
do not want the board of
education to implement this
particular minority un-
derstanding program in our
public schools for it is causing
more resentment in our
community than un-
derstanding.

RUTHMOEHLMAN
Farmington

Catholics

Gave Warning

EDITOR:

Leonard Poger writes in
his latest editorial that the
Council Against Parochiaid
now has the enviable position
of saying “I told you so”
with regard to_the Supreme
Court ruling.

Well, we Catholics can too
say I told you so”’. We told
you our schools would surely
close without tax support of a
limited nature. (The $22 mil-
lion in Parochiaid amounted
to approximately $78 per
child).

1 went door to door in my
block last November with lit-
erature asking my neighbors
for a “No” vote. In every
instance, they laughingly
said, “You're not going to
close your schools.” We also
heard that same statement
from TV personalities, politi-
cians, etc. I wish some of
those tapes could be replayed
now.

How the closing of one fine
school system and adding
thousands of pupils to the
public schools can be ac-
claimed, is beyond me. Our
parochial schools are, I think,

like a mother--they have
always been there but will
never really be appreciated
until they are gone.

But worse than the school's
closing is the bitterness and
anger felt by Catholic par-
ents who helped your schools
and subsidzed.them so many
years.

With all education eritical,
how anyone can rejoice in
the closing of these schools is
beyond comprehension.

MRS. HENRY JOSEPH
Redford Twp.

Don’t Widen
Newburgh Rd.

EDITOR:

+As a concerned and dis-
gruntled taxpayer in Livonia,
I wish to express my great
disappointment in our City
Council.

It appears evident that the
citizens of this community
have absolutely no voice in
how. our tax monies are ex-

nded.
To say the least, when the

SHOP
COMPARE
LAUREL

FURNITURE CO.

584 W. ANN ARBOR TRAIL
{BETWEEN LILLEY RD. & MAIN ST}

PLYMOUTH 4534700

wishes of the people are ig-
nored, as the council has
done with regard to the wid-
ening of Newburgh Road
between Five and Six Mile
Roads from two lanes (which
is predominantly high-tax
residential with a school,
chureh and swim club), it
leaves a bitter taste.

I would like to point out to
the taxpayers that Newbargh
Road is clty-owned, must be
pakl for 100% out of our city is!

taxes and maintained by us.
(Over 700

craft was paved two lanes;
the residential and Madonna-
Ladywood property area
between Schooleraft and Five
Mile was paved four lanes;
the two paved lanes between
Five and Six" Mile Roads
were 50 poorly plotted by our
well-paid city engineers that
now they claim it is unsafe
and must be widened by two
additional lanes.

Alsg T understand that ex-
isting storm sewers will not
be sufficient to handle the

homeowners in the area were
given to the council less than
a year ago requesting that
Newbargh remain two lanes.)

Approximately two years
ago, the council led the peo-
Ple to believe that our wishes
would be carried out and
agreed only to pave two
lanes on Newburgh Road.
Well, they did just that and
then some ~ the heavily-
traveled industrial area be-
tween Plymouth and School-

of .

proposed area at
Newburgh® and Six Mile
(another instance where tax-
payers wishes were ignored),
and therefore may have to
be replaced, perhaps after
the proposed widening.

The unsafe features of this
stretch could be remedied
very easily and more
cheaply by: installing street
lights, which will be done
anyway if it is widened;
improved markings and signs

to indicate narrowing; the

Hillside T

A Family Affair

Dining out should be fun for the entire family. The
Hillside’s “Young Lamplighter Menu” offers just the
variety your children prefer at’pint-size prices. Spe-
cial tiny tot complimentary dinners courtesy of the
Old tamplighter. Join us.

4534301
41661 Plymonth Roud, Plymiouth

So, yesterday your car
developed this funny little

TM% qﬁ‘

and the warranty went
p-o-o-f over a year ago.

We don’t fix cars but, we can fix it so you
can buy a new one, Simply have your dealer
call any one of our 7 branch offices—
or drive in (tick-tick-tick) yourself and we’ll

be glad

to arrange a low-cost auto

loan. Even on Saturday. (How convenient)

LIVONIA NATIONAL BANK

The Saturday Bank

MEMBER FDIC

MAIL ORDERS - May 4, 1971:

SCHOOLCRAFT STUDENTS A'CTIVITIES BOARD
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far east lane in front of
Holmes Junior High School
could be XX'd ont in yellow;
a traffic signal installed at
the school; and improved
snow removal. Road safety
improvements between Five
and Six Mile were approved
by the City Council in August
1970 but have not been made.
SPONENBURGH
Livonia

Schools Not

Efficient

EDITOR:

My Question: How can a
business operating on the
huge financial scope (take a

look at your tax bill) which
our school system does even
approach efficiency? Among
other factors, we are em-
ploying part-time help (nine
months a year). At a very
full cost.

With one boy in elemen-
tary grade school, we still
think the present school sys-
tem is incredible.

TIMOTHY E. LOUGHLIN

Plymouth

Oldest In U.S.

The University of North
Carolina opened its doors to
students in 1785 and is the
oldest state university in the
United States.

1 Thomas F. Rost, manager of the
beautiful new Harris Funeral Home

in Garden City, combines youth
with the practical know-how and the
wisdom that comes from being
brought up in the Harris tradition.
Tom’s grandfather and

grandfather were found

of the firm

“I learned early,” says Tom, “that
funeral direction requires ability

as well as a kind heart. People who
experience a death in the family

need more than understanding, they }
need someoné they can rely upon to
handle the many details. That’s

why we strive to be sympathetic

professionals.”

David Whitney is a Harris
professional whose thoughtful
service has been appreciated by
thousands of people. David is
manager of the superbly appointed
Harris Funeral Home in Livonia.

Each of these top Harris directors
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MAY 8, 1971 8:45 p.m. Schoolcraft Main Gymnasium
TICKETS $4.

FROM: S.A.B. Ticket Offica (Lois Waterman Bldg.), THE VILLAGE GREEN Wonderiand Shopping Center)

00 and available

GRINNELL'S {Livonia Mall Store Only), THE LITTLE PROFESSOR (Shelden Center).

FURTHER INFORMATION 591-6549

S.AB. Ticket Office
18600 Haggerty, Livenia, Mich. 48151

Checks or Meney Oriers

payahie ts Scheeicraft Colloge

reflects the helpful concern for people
which has been a Harris hallmark

for over half a century. There

are five Harris Funeral Homes
conveniently located to serve the
metropolitan area.

FUNERAL HOMES

GARDEN CITY:
Ford Road West of Merriman

_LIVONIA
Farmington Rd. North of 5 Mile




