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Family, pollce work to put murder-sulclde to rest

BY stm BnOWN

Hldlng under her bed, Janetto
Madsen's 15.year-old daughter
told the 911 operator on Wednes-
day, “My mother's just been shot
+ +,o Bevoral timea,”

“_Who did it?” the operator

"[ think my dad.”
Police plnyed the tapa of Cho
5:40 am. call from the home on
Paclocco Court in Plymouth
Townuhip for reporters on Thura.
— just hours after Madsen's

utrungudhuu d, Donald, com-
mitted sulclde after a police
standoff in Northville,

Donald Medsen, 41, told polfco
over his cellular phone on
Woednesday he’d shot his wife, a
teacher, over a custody fight. The
couple was in court secking e di-
vorco.

After locating him In his condo
on Seven Mile Road near Shel-
don, area police surrounded the
unit, cut off hia phono and clec.
tricity, and eventuelly found him
dead In hia Cadillac after ho shot
himself.

. Don Tappan, Janette Madsen's
brother, sald after the standoff,
““Weo'ro all relieved it's ovor.

“Tho children can grieve the
Y088 of their parenta and get on
with their lives,” he said Thurs-
day. “They're still basically in
shock; we've hod a few tears.”

Asked if Donald Madsen hed
demonstrated behavior that aug-

gested ho could murder, Tappan”

snid no.

Thanked counselors

"I don't want to sit up here and
trash the father of my niece and
nephow,' he sald.

...He thanked counselors who've
talked with the Madsens' chil-
dmn, ages 15 and 8, during the

-~Whlln Donald Madsen sounded
ful in some

Wodnesday afternoon with police,

‘Plymouth Township polico Chief

Carl Berry said that Madsen also

Janued throats — to himeelf, Ber-

scene of his wife's shooting, Mad-
sen was holding a § mm automat-
{c gun and a.22 caliber pistol.

Not long after the shooung, po-
lice were able to determine he was
ina -mile radius:north of
Plymouth — even though he told
eome {riends ovor his cellular

. phono that ho was at anothor resi-

danoe in Brighton,
'Wa think he was at his condo
In Northville the whole time,”

erry sald.

By 4:30, the calling stopped —
Madsen declded to take a nap.

After waking, “He would call
many times, angry and despond-
en;,uunqying he did not want to go

Police agreed to Madsen's wish
to see his children without being
handcufied — but this never hap.
poned because he didn't turn
himself ia to polics,

Janem Madsen's divorce attor-

Garth Jackson, sald that
whuo Donald Madsen malntained
the shooting was over a denlal of
his ﬂgbta to seo his ch!ldmn, this
wasn't true.

Had visitation rights

“‘He had spent three weeks with
the child: in A tralia in No-

my house wi?.h dark ‘gray ac-
cents. It Is typlul of the upscale
dwellings that havo sprouted on
Plymouth Township's west side
in recent years.

Krause sald that In tho yearshe * .

lived next door.to the Madsens,
the husband and wife did not get
along.

In February, she sald, police
were called to the house during a
domestic dispute the couple were

nv{ng.
In wlth tho victim In re-
t days, " he sald (her hus-
hand) had jun lost his job and
was golng " to 'do something,”
Krause said. He was reportedly
the managor of a Livonia elec.
tronics firm,

Krause sald the victim told her
that by the divorce agreomont, sho
was to Jeave by June 2,

Of the shooting, Kraugse eald, “T
really was not surprised; he liked
to torment her.”

Krause said the husband once
tock the victim’s Ford Explorer,
leaving her with no transporta-

on.

The judge bandling their di.
vorce case then ordered Donald
Madsen to give her his red
Porache, the victim told the

vember 1992,” Jackson sald, add-
ing Madsen also had weekly visi-
tation rights.

It was 6:30 a.m. Thursday after
an all-night stand-off with police
thnt they found Donald Madsen

hed used a gun to kil hlmulf as

““He sald it wasn't operating;
thon for threo days in a row, he
revved it in her drivewny,” Krause

said.
The victim told the neighbors
that to Iurther torment hor. hor
d cut tel

ho hed killed his o
Janette 24 hours earlier in Plym-
outh Township,

In between the two shooti

and had ulkon everything wlth
him when he moved out.
[} A 1nl ¢, how

Madsen admitted to his wife's
shooting in calls to local police
wzto Dotroit telovision station

A crying Madsen told a Detrolt
T'V anchorman from his condomi-
nium in Northvills Township, “1
died eight mnnth: ago, when the
divorce started.”

“There were threo loud
gunshots,” said Janette Madsen's
next-door neighbor Sharon
Krause,

tooting }

The d on Pa-

ry, the judge who was
over the divorce, and others. .
Afer leaving a shotgun at_the

cloceo Court, just north of Powell

_. Road and west of Beck, in a pale

Janette Madsen was a special
teachor, sald Sheri Kreger, princi-
pal of Willlam Ford Elementary
School in Dearborn, where the
flag flew at half-ataff Wednesday.
Madsen had taught for 18 yeara in
that district,

“She was very committed to the
idea of parental involvement,”
Kregor said Wednesday morning.
“Just yesterday she came in in
the afternoon — she had been In
court in the morning and the day
beforo — and did a parent work-
shop for parents that would have

..kida coming in in the fall.”

Pliut, BRESLERSTARY PIIOTOURAFIER

Vlctlm Bbrother Don Tappan, brother of shuotmg victim Janette Madsen challenged
ts Donald Madsen made to the press.
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