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Holmes leads Chiefs
to 2nd softball title

BY Bru. PARK!B

’I‘hem was no mystery in Plym-
outh Canton’s 3.0 victory
‘Wedncaday In tho Western Lakes
Activitios Association softball
championship gome at Walled
Lake Central, Kelly Holmes had
all the answera.

The senior firo-baller hurled a
near-perfect game, allowing just
one hit, walking none and fanning
14 batters as the Chiefa defendod
the WLAA titls with a shutout
victory, Cnnu:n beat Central 10-3
in last year's title game.

“It's always hard to repeat
something,” said Canton coach
Jim Armold, whose team im-
proved to 27-4 on the year, *We
came in today with the attitude
thnt wo just wanted to havc fun
and whalever bnppons, Liappons.
‘We had a kind of relaxed attitude
and just wanted to play Canton
softball”

Which they did.

‘The Chiefs took a 1.0 lead in
the top of tho first, and Holmes &
Company took care of business
uﬂer thnt. Defensively, the Chiefs
gavo very little away, committing
just one error in saven innings,

Holmes, who threw 62 strikes
in 83 pitches, recelved strong eup-
port from shortstop Danl Mar.
tiere (three putouts including s
heads.up play on a hard line drive
in the fifth inning off the bat of
Central's Jenny Czach), third
baseman Tina Schafer, second
baseman Kate Strahan and right
fielder Sarah Rowe.

“Walled Lake Central is a real
good team, & good hitting team,”
sald Arnold, “They didn’t go 9- l
in the league and win the Lakes
Division by nat hitting the ball,
They can swing the bat.

“I was a little concerned com-
ing in, but when Kelly is on,
thero's not too many peopls that

can hit her. If we can got some
runs on the scoreboard, I feel
preuy confident with Kelly in

ﬂowa opened the game with a
walk end moved to socond on a
stolen base. With one out, Rowe
moved to third on a ground out,
then gave the Chiefs an early 1-0
tead by stealing home,

Holmes gave herscl{ some in-
surance in the socond Inning
when she lined & would-be aingle
up the middle Into a stiff wind.
The ball dropped sharply after
reaching tho outficld and scooted
past the Viking center ficlder as
Holmes circled the bases to give
the Chiefs a 2-0lead.

The Chiefs scored the final run
in the fifth inning. Tracy Linger
reached first on an error, moved to

second om & simgle hy Colleen

second on & single by
Baker and took third on a walk to
designated hittor Loura Ciantar,
With the bases loaded and no one
out, it appeared the Chicfs wore
on the vergo of blowing tho game
open. But Central pitcher Jenny
O'Donnell, who tossed a solid
game for the Vikinga, enticed the
next two batters to pop out. Tina
Schafer belted an RBI single to
center allowing Linger to cross
the plate.

O'Donnell, who slipped to 8-2
on the year, scattered four hits,
walked four and fanned two.

Becky Harvey broke up
Holmes' no-hitter with a single
over sccond base in the fourth,

“I told the Idda they didn’t
have anything to be ashamed of,”
sald Viking coach Gordon Glen-
nie, whose team slipped to 20-6.
“The kids played very well. Thty
wotked hard and had ‘fum: I'd
rather loso to Canton in a close
game than beat up on someone
20-0. You don't achiove anything
that way. This reassures us that
we can play with anyone.”

Harrison tops Farmington

Farmington Harrison pounded
out 16 hits and stole 11 bases
Wedneaday to defeat host Farm-
lngum 16-8 in softball,

LaCossa led Harrison (4-
15) wlth three hits, two stolen
bases and four runs scored. Jenny
Myslinski had three hits, two
etolen bases, three RBI and three

runs,

Heather Hopkina contributed
three hits, three RBI, two stolen
bases and two runs, Catcher Kris-
ten Koziara, who had two ‘RBI]
and two stolen bases, picked off
four runners and threw out one
stealing.

Erin Lacosse scattered six hits
and 10 walks over seven innings
and struck out five to earn the
victory for Harrison,

Suzanno Carlson pitched all
seven innings for F gton.

‘Thomas and Jenny Sever

Sara
had two RBI each for the Palcuns. .

On Thursday, the Hawks lost
to y{altlng Novi 8.7 in @ non-

league game. Despite outhitting
the Wildeats 12-10, Harrison was
unable to recover from a 6-0 defi-
cit after three Innings.

Kelly Barton’s two-run triple in
the seventh lifted Novi, Barton
finished two hits and two RBI.
Erin Bjerke recorded the victory.

Amy Geary threw the first three
lnninga for Harrison before being
relleved by Lacossée, Amanda Ault
had two hits and three stolen
bases. Myslineki, Hopkina and
Geary added two hits and one
RBI cach.

MWESTERN 7, NORTH 6: Melanio
Cheney gave up four hits and struck out
nl;ht for North Farmington, which com-
tted olght errcrs In the loss to Walled
hh Western.
The errors occured in two lnnlnn
The Ral mlodb-ﬂmuﬁumt
bol‘on allowing two In the sixth and

throe in the saventh.

Kata Mackis wont 3-for-3 with a home
tun and two lml for North (10-14). Jen.
nifer Cansidy had two RBI end Becky
Thursam one RBL
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By Brap EMONS
HrAry Wastsn

Pltcher Cralg Benodlct proved
to be a bulldog Wodnesday, as
woll as the rest of his Plymouth
Canton teammates as they ca
tured the Westarn Lakes Activi.
ties Assoclation baseball title.

‘The host Chlefs scored a 5-3
trivmph over Westland John
Glenn and avenged a double-
header sweep administered by
tho Rocketa carller in tho year
(including & 2-0 victory against
9ev.milct) despite bulng outhit

Canton's five-run uprdsing In
the bottom of the third inning
proved to be the difference in the
ball gamo.

Benedict (7-5), a senior right-
hander, once again was cool and
compoaed, winning  his fifth-
straight decision, He had nine
etrikeouts and walked five,

“Craig was In trouble, but he
really hung in there evon though
he was a Jittle tired and frustrat.
cd at the end,” sald Canton
firet-year coach Mark LaPointe,
whose team [s now 20-11.

Canton pulled off the victory
against the 10-4 Rockets with
!lolld defense and sound pitch-
ng.

““We know we were up against

a final four team in Glonn; a
team that can win its district
and regiona),” LaPoints sald.
“Thess kids have belleved ‘in
themselves all year long. They
remainod focused and steadfast
in their goal from ths beginning
of the year, which was to win the
dlvia'i'an and the conference

For Glenn, it was a frustrating

moon.

The Rockets leRt a total of 10
runners on base. They couldn’t
get a rup homs in the opening
inning off Benedict with the
bases load:

“We weren't selective enouldl
with our swings,” Glenn coach
Norm Hoenes sald, “We could
have scored carlier.”

In the third, Glenn got on the
board on Jeromey Cosby’s RBI
double e

Schaffer (5~3). who led Glenn to
last year's Class A semifinals,
kept Canton off the board over
the first two innings.
But the Glenn starter got into
trouble {n the third.
th ono out, Mark Schan-
kowski singled and Adam Gilles
walked, Both runnera moved up
gn Eric Marcotte’s sacrifice
unt.

Underdog Canton wins league crowr

Hoenes then called for en in-
tontional walk against Canton's
switch-hitting first man
Mike Stafford. I thought that

" hittor I thols Mcup.”

Scheffer, however, walked
Mastt Horn to force homs a run,
making the score 1-1.

Left fielder Ryan Fordham
then sent a shot to right fleld
past the glove of Greg Neabitt,
who couldn’t track the ball
down. The three-run triple put
Canton ahead 4-1.

“Before he went to tho plate,
we talked sbout going with the
pitch and going the other way,”
LaPointe sald. “Ryan just keeps
getting the job done. He's just a
battler.”

Hoenes then brought on jun-
ior lefty Bryan Besco out of the
hullpen to replace Schetter,

“We just don’t give Asaron
enough support,” Hoenes sald.
““The three losses were not his
fault. Unless he strikes out eight
or nine, our guys struggle when

* he's on the mound for some rea-

son.”

-Besco struck out Brad
Paskievitch to end the inning,
but not before Fordham raced

home on a wild pitch wtdnz
t.ho Chiefs

glcedlnorduwhhwtn!lnwlun

Meanwhilo, Glean tisd to
mount a comeback, ncoring
twice in the sixth on an RBI In-
field single by Scheffer followsd
by an RBI eacrifice fly by Nes-

‘With Scheffer on first, Glenn
shortstop Derck Besco then
made a bid to tie it, ripping a
shot’ to the left field fence, but
Fordham caught it on the wam-

Ing

“(Fordham) made a tough
play; I thought it was out,” La-
Pointe said. “And we brought in
Sam Brannock to play right
field, and he mada a key catch in
the same inning (on Nesbitt'a
RBI sacrifice fly."

Glenn's Brian Tack doubled
off Benedlct with two out in the
top of the seventh, but the right-
bander, who appeared to get
stronger in the later going, fin.
fshed the game off with a
strikeout.

“He's legitimate,” Hoenea
said. “Benedict is a good pitch-
er, You've got to giva him some
credit.”

..
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Early Summer Special
. for this Class Only

Rocks rally past Hawks on diamond

Despite taking a 2-0 lead into
the fith Thursday, Farmington
Hills Harrison couldn’t hold a
late Plymouth Salem surge as the
visiting Rocks claimed a 6-2 vic-

tory.

‘The Rocks {15-11) scored four
in the top of the fifth and added
an insurance run in the sixth to
pull away. Salem’s Nirav Kher
went the distance and struck out
four Hawks while walking one.

Salom's 13-hit attack was led
by Bryan Zarcsely and Charlie

‘Winstel, both of whom went 3-for-
4, Dave Knight {two RBI) and
Jamie Owens (one RBI) added
two hita ecach.

Keye Smith took the loss for
Harrison (9-8) as he allowed 12
hits, struck out six and walked
three. Matt Woolf, Jeff Cislo and
Joo Peaci were 2-for-8 for the
Hawks.

I CHURCHILL, 7, MORTH 1: Even though
hll |hnluut bid was folled in the seventh
Rutherford

esday, Mark
.uu prrmd to be the difference in Livo-

o‘leglate from page 1C

seven  innings  Wednesday,
leading Wendy's to a 12.5 tri-
umph over the defending LCBL
playoff champlone.

Jim Solak went 3-for-4 with an
RBI in a losing cause. Mike Ziel.
inski added two hits and knocked
inarun,

John Collins had two hits, in-
cluding a_threo-run homer for
Wendy's. Dan Schmitzer contrib-
uted three hits and scored thres
times, while John Arvai went 2-
for-4 with a double.

Ryan Grabetz, who allowed five
eamed runs in four innings, took
the loss.

Del-Wal nips Caesars

Winning pitcher Derek Wire-

baugh (five innings) and reliever
‘Todd Boike (two lnninge) com-
bined on a 'Y
day as Del-Wal del‘:uted Caesars
Wednesday at Ford Field, 2-1.

Botke worked out of a basea
loaded jam in the seventh, fann-
ing the final three battors to gain
the save,

Matt Recht (Univeraity of
Michigan) and Ched Cilley (Siena
Helghta) each contributed RBI
singles for the victors, who col-

five hita.

Mark D'Antonlo (University of
Detroit-Mercy) threw a complete
lpme for Cacsars, but suffered the
088,
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“THE DIVER'S DIVE STORE"
Add Excitement To Your Life

“2 for 17
Pay for One
Your Buddy, Free!
New Ciass - Twice A Week-
Plymouth

Starting Jung 23rd Wed's & Mon's
7 sossions - 6:10:30 pam.

Smdd&m&nmr% i

" 10%-40% OFF

nia Churchill’s romp over visitiog North
Farmingto

.
Rutherford scattered alx hits while
:;dlluwnl and nm':gu o none to belp
Chargers lmprove overall,
‘The Ralders fell to 5-14.
Sean Marchett] and

Scheuher, Mike
‘Todd Siedlaczek rlypedtwnhlhnﬂch
:nh&h hen""c'l:ll.h ﬂ
ol o game open a vo-mn
fourth,

taking an 8-1 Jead Wodnosday, Livonia
Pranklis held off visiting P

The Patriots (7-17) collected 16 hits
three by Phil hammared

Corey Meurer ludtvol\!uforNutdl. the final 3% for the eave,
Jnon Danlelewicz recorded the loes as n Salomonson went 3.for-4 with
ho fatled to survive past the fith, two RBI to pace
two hits and one RBL
BIFRANKUN 12, FARMINGTON 8: After  Dave Schall took the losa.
SPORTS ROUNDUP
S ACADEMIC ALL-STARS more soccer player from Can-
ton (Salem HS), with 4 3.06
‘The Mid-American Confer-  GPA in management; Jason
ence has honored 79 student- Ries, a sophomore soccer play-
athletes from Western Michi- er from Livonia (Catholic Cen-
gan University by choosing tral HS), with a .29 GPA in
them for the Academic Honor ~ communications; Michelle
}I Daraban, a tras
Among the honorees: from Redford (Redford Union),
Joo Bonnett, a senior hockey with a 3,06 GPA in history; Mi-
player from Canton, with a3.15  chelle Gayney, a junior track-
grade point in secondary edu- ster from Bishop Borgess, with
cation; Todd LaJoy, a sopho- 23.70 GPA in social work.

FOOTBALL CAMP

“WINNING EDGE"
OFFENSE - DEFENSE TECHNIQUES
for Boys ages 10-18
ST. MARY'S COLLEGE
Wirite or call for applications
2012 Thomas » Berkley, Michigan

(313) 544-0494 -
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