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Broadway’s best

Continued from Page 4

scribes the moment as “Incredible.
1t was such a surpcise because I was
80 young and it was my {irst show. I
just remember Fred Ebtb (the lyri-
clst for “Flora” and a frequent col-
laborator) screaming In my ear
‘when they called my name.”

The actress’ famous parents, Judy
Garland and Vincente Minnelll,
didn't attend the ceremony, but

were lstening to the live radio
broadeast. (The Tonys were not then
televised) Both were walling anx-
lously on the phone for her when she
arrived at the Governors’ Ball after
the awards. “I know they were on
pins and needles before,”" Minnelll
says, “and when they got me on the
phone, they just went nuts.”
Subsequent Tony wins meant just

as much, Minnelll says, though each’

felt a little dlifferent, “because of

the work leading up to it.”

“It was exclting to win for the
Winter Garden show,” she cxplains,
“because it was so theatrical, and
(Bob) Fosse was Involved and we'd
done the work for the Theatre Fund
and raised more money than anyone
ever had...Winning for ‘The Act,’ af-
ter all the trials and tribulations of
making that show work, was fust
marvelovs.”

Minnelli says she understands
why the Tony telecasts are a con-
slstent winner In the ratings, “It's
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