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Fresh start: After many yeara in private industry, Rochester Hills resident Paul Funk
(at right) joined Oakland County government as computer services director in Janu-
ary. Part of the team he enjoys working with are office gutomation division co-leaders
Jim Taylor and Pam Armstrong.

Falhng buttons crashlng

cardinals don’t faze him

This i3 another in a series on L.
Brooks Patterson’s oppointees
and the jobs they perform for Och:
{and County residents,

By RALPH R. ECHTINAW
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Paul Funk works 8¢ hard thet
he hardly notices when the but-
tons fall off hia shirt and the car.
dinala crash into tha window of
his office.

‘Taking over on Jnn‘ 1, Oakland

were elther denied flat out, or it
took years to get it approved.”

‘The function of l-‘unk's depart-
mept 8 to work with all other
county departments to see that
they get the right computers and
that the computers aro function.
ing within normal parameters.
“We're a lot like the lifeline of the
county in terms of information,”
he sald.

Although Funk knew there was

amount of catchi:

County's new ces
director has “done work evary doy
of the year except three or four
Sundays” oven to the extent of
working on Easter Sunday and
lll)aving a meeting on Mother's

"You 've got to be crazy nuts in
Tove with what you do, or who you
are, or what you stand for,” he
said,

8itting for an interview Tues-
day moming, Funk, 39, got more

than halfway through before no-.

ticing the button missing from his
cuff. He already knew about the
other misaing button, the one that
fell off In the car that moming,

As for the cardinals, Funk has
noticed, over time, that several
males residing in the vicinity of
the computer service center fre-
quently crash into the window of

is office.

"“Those are my attack cardi-
nels,” he joked, theorizing that
they see themselves refle i
the glass and attempt to run off
the “other” bird,

Funk didn't have to run off his
predecessor, Shan Toplwalla, who
was let go by Executive L, Brooks
Patterson after zssuming office

Jan, 1.

Funk doesn’t criticize Topiwal-
1a directly, but says the computer
services department was in sorry
shape when he took over.

Morale ‘terrible’,

Department morale was “terri-
ble,” and “most of the people who
asked for personal computers

do, the extent of it surprised
hlm “I'm appalled at some of the
archaic appmuchou to . manege.
ment that we re finding in Oak-
land Counf " he

campaign atuff, thinking that's
what he wanu.'d to talk about,”
Funk said, “And out of the blue
{Patterson said), ‘Would you con.
sider leaving your position to
come to work for Oakland
County?" "

Takes pay cut

Funk took a pay cut to take the
Jjob, which pays $84,000 a year,
and sald that six weeks ago he
turned down the chance to get o
job paying even more than he
made at GTE.

Part of the Oskland County

benefit pnc?ng;, a8 far as Funk Is |

nty (
said. “You can only do so much
with 8-by-5 cards,”
A Rochester Hilla resident,
Funk served on the planning com-
mission and city council there

from March 1990 until his resig- -

nation last December.

Councll, president Jon Buller.

remembers Funk fendly “The
city's losa was the county's gain,”
he-aatd, “He brought a cortain
balance to the council. I don't
think you'll find a harder working
individual. I'd be happy to serve
with him again.”

And he might. “Someday I'll
run for office again,” Funk said,
noting that folka haye been ask-
ing him to shoot for the Roch

e y work
environment, which is akin to
“what we read about, what people
mmt work environments to

0.

The 10r8I cmpcllnynen of the com-
puter sorvices department genor-
ally work very hard, Funk said,

but “they’ve got to sco me doing it’

to, If I'm out golfing, coming in

late, what kind of example 1n

that? I'm proud of these people.”
Funk grew up in Redford

hi Bl

whero his
father tried twice and failed twico
to win a seat on the board of trus-
tees in the heavily Democratic
community, That experience was
porhups the g\!neals nf the son’s

Hills councll again,

He only quit the first timo be-
cause he thought there might be a
conflict with the county job, but
has sinco discovered there isn't,
at least not legally,

" The job offer from Patterson
came a8 a surprise, sald Funk,
who had happily been plying his
trade for the GTE Corp, and
dﬁlnx his thing on the city coun.

<l
it didn't hurt that Funk ran

" Patterson's campalgn machine in

the Rochester area, Ono day dur-
ing the campaign Funk got a call
from Patterson, asking him to
lunch. “I showed up with all my

., “I'm politi-
cnlly nstuu, but I'm not real po-
litical.”

Graduating from the University
of Detrolt High School in 1872,
Funk went on to get two engineer-
ing degrees from the University of
Michigan-Dearborn in 1978, No
stranger to work, Funk carned tu-
ition money as a humble Ford
Janitor at the engineering center
in Dearborn.

With college behind him, Funk
went to work full time for the
John Deere company in Iowa,
then Avco Lycoming in Connecti-
cut, than General Dynamics in
Warren and finally GTE.
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Surglcal Correction of Ne

just what to expect every

her surgery.”

My results are wonderfull I'm
frr.edom without my glasses.”

had RK sui

sons wait until the;
=Adrienne Awe

"Iwas v:ry imptessed with Dr Bcimlnn and his staff, They
. made certain I understood everything about RK and knew
step of the way. I'm so ha,
my result that 've referred my sister to the RK Institute for
— Karen Kaufeld, Ann Arbor, MI

"I was the first of 4 members or my family to have RK surgery.

M husband ‘was nervous for me, but now we both wish I'd
years ago. Until now I didn't know a
surgeon I felt lcould depend on. I would hate to see my

are my age to have RK.”
ler, Brighton, MI

y with

rictcing a whole new
avid Gronow, Detroit, Mi

For more information or to schedule a FREE

CONSULTATION, call Linda at’
1-800-826-EYES (3937), |

<D . Beltman, M.D., I.A.c.l.
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furniture system
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 3 EASY WAYS TOSAVE

SAVE 45% S5

Payment in full at time of
purchase with Warehouse
pick-up. Unassembled.

 SALES EXCLUD

SAVE 35% OFF

50% Deposit at time of pur-
chase. Balance due prior to
delivery. Unassembled and
delivered free with purchase

o/ OFF
SAVE 25 /0 LIST
Balance due COD. Assembled
and delivered free with
purchase over $500.
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| EXAMPLE OF SAVINGS:
ITEM: 3630F — 3 DRAWER CHEST.
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43% OFF.
$208
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25% OFF
$242 - $279
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