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A brighter town

Honored teens are deserving

ust a few more words about this commu-
nity’s 14 outstanding young people, hon-
ored recently for their volunteer spirit by
Farmington Youth Assistance, before
thoy become part of Farmington-area history.
The 14 teens woro feted May 20 at tlm nnnuul
Youth Asai kfast at the B
Inin. The honorees, all top students with bright
futures, seem to have something important in
commen — they help others through volunteer
work,
Now, if we've heard it once, we've heard it
. . well, too many times from the community:
“You're nlways writing about kids that get in
trouble, while the good ones never acem to got a
lino,"”

It’s an old complaint, and sometimes a valid
one. Of course, you don't praise somobody for
not robbing a bank.

But, considering the 14 FYA honorees and
their many accomplishments, a line or two Is
dofinitely in order. Thelr names, atorics and a
group photo appeared on page 5A of last Mon-
day’s Farmington Observer.

Check it out and you'll see that these peoplo,
at a very early age, have maximized their poten-
tial, Cathy Webb, school trustee, had a lot of
people nodding in agreemont whon sho said that
thoy are “the kind of people whn brighten a
room when they walk into it.”

The same could be said of the community in
which they live.

Local parade’s

ho loves a parade? Why, thousands of

people in the Farmington area, of

course, especially on Memorial Day.

Memorial Day parades have been scratched

in New York and Chicago in recent years be-
cause of lack of interest. But the parade that
occupies Grand River in the friendly confines of
downtown Farmington is alive and well, thank

ou.

Y Thousands lined the town's main streot Mon-
day to witness what has becomo a community
tradition. Sure, the way people dressed suggest-
ed that the event was a football gamo in late
October rather than the holiday that ushers in

not forgotten

summer,

But the bly low (did
the mercury evor climb above 60?) couldn't keep
them away. They ignored the cold to celebrate
the day eet aside to honor our war dead.

Yes, the parade was made up of clowns, poli-
ticians, Scouts, marching bands and all the
other elements that make kids’ oyes go wide.
But many in the crowd didn’t forget the real
reason for the whoop-de-doo.

Asked why he braved the cold to see the pa-
rade, a spectator, bundled against the cold,
sald, “I remember the veterans who fought and
died and sacrificed.”

MSU band lacking in leaders

T ing leadership skills, That mission has
foiled in at least one case at Michigan
State University.

Bloomfield Township resident Jefirey Green-
ficld's dispute with other Michigan State Uni-
versity bend members shows that faculty, stu-
dents and administrators need to take another
look at just how leadership is taught, mentored
and executed at this Big Tcn achool

1f Greenfield had lenderght

he essence of higher education is teach.

S Bloomfield Township resident
Joffroy Greenfleld’s dispute with
other Michigan State University
band members shows that facul-
ty, students and administrators
need to take anothor look at Just
how leadership Is taught, men-
tored and executed.

training, he could have worked with his student
collcnguea and faculty mentors w solva ﬂua
Cortainly, §fall i Ived had
this i

proper | would

never had occurred.
We're not dismissing his concerns. Not right
now, anyway. '

We hope that Greenfield, who has brought
suit against Michigan State University over
what he sces a8 harassment and bizarre initia-
tion rituals for new band members, sottles his

:caso with MSU and goes on drumming in the
; prestigious band, if he desires.

Greenfield, an MSU junior, has complained
‘about the way things are in the MSU marching
Band. Rookie band membors are harassed, he
eays.

In his lawsuit, he claims band members were

ven soxual nicknames which were printed ina

and roster. Some band members, ho added,
were forced to expose their private parts in pub.
\lic. They were alao asked aome embarrassing
'questions aboat masturbation and sexual pref-
‘erence,
. ‘The story, as seamy as it is steamy, has made
v front-pugo fodder for a Detroit daily newspaper.
Our thinking: The charges, if true, indicate a

serious lack of leadership in the band. It's just
too bad that Gmnﬁuld and others like him
couldn't have p: d some of that leadershi

-ARKIE H

UDKINS -
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More ‘right’ stuff

Thanks for the help

cannot thank you enough for the wonderful
coverage you gave our Spring Farmington
Artiat Club Show.
‘We had our biggest attendance ever — a di-
rect result of your kind assistance,
Everyone in our club is really grateful for
your cooperation. It made a huge difference w-
wards the success of this exhibition,

vin,
Fnrmlngton Artists Club

Nice going, Doc

As her mother and a taxpayer of some promi-
nence, I am aghast at the systom that says, get
financial aid for school to better yourself down
the road but we the government will penalize
you for your endeavors.

Help my daughter please. You are the "Fa-
ther of our country.” Take care of the childron.
Madeline Rees, Farmington

Thanks are given

e: Casey Hans and Sharon LeMisux:
I can'’t believe that it haa taken me 10
monthu '.o writo tg you concerning the

as an entrepreneur? He has brought
Michigan into the national spotlight and
increased tourism,

H as anyone thought of Dr, Jack Kevorki.

Borgman, Farmington

t was scary to read the article in tho May
17 Obscrver about the “New Right" graas
roots threat .
Idon’t consider the new right a threat, but I
find the metheds used by these so-called ex-
perts wero 50 nlmilnr to the very tactics they

Unfwrtunntcly. university omciuls as well as
student leaders have let

were ligious right of doing.
Since when dues an intelligent person uae the

get out of hand, while other, more important
social issues go begging.

Unrest and misunderstanding between ethnic
and raclal groups, women's struggle for equali-
ty, and students juggling to study while working
far too many hours to pay exorbitant tuition
rates are fssues which need more attention by
universities and the courts.

But leadership was lacking within the band
itaclf. Too bad faculty and student leaders
weren't taught that, and therefore neglected to
work together in curtailing this adoleacent be-
havior,

Students have a right to attend school, study
and participate in activities without putting up
with such nonsense.

And when it’s over, we hapa that everyone —
MSU officials, the people who run the band and
Greenfield — learn something from the experi-
ence, In tho meantime, we hape that parents
and students who foot the tuition bill demand
better from their institutions of higher learning.

OMMUNITY VOICE

ing that this panel employed to justify
their own prejudice?

Aren't they using scare tactics in wllmg us to
be wary ol'peoplo who call themaelves “con-
cerned paronta?”

What's wrong with being a concerned parent?
Do I detect a wee bit of paranoia on their part?
And Howell's statement that religmuu people
donot truly find h lity be-

1s, They worked ta-

b
gether on an article that appeared In the July b

30, 1892, issue of the Farmington Observer 3
about myself and my daughter.

1'm sure that you are aware of their axcep-
tional abilities as a reporter and photographer

for your paper. J '

I'would like to also express my appreciation
for their professionalism exhibited by their
kind, caring and non-biased attitudes during
the interviews, photographing session, and re-
flected in the final copy that appeared in the
obaerver.

1183y

It was truly a joyous experience for myself N .

and my daughter, and I would like to say thank

you once again, P
Marcla Berg, Farmington Hills . -«

Corroction needed

n behalf of Botsfort Continuing Health

Center, I would like to commend theem- |

ployees of the Farmington Hills Post Off-
ice on their efforts to collect food for aren organ-

causs “they !oved J .Edgar Ho‘avcr was a good

At the same time, I would like to make a clar-
ification,
On a flier that wu]sl distributed to Fnrmhé%-

lo of how I
ers are. .
Maybe someone should give them a dial
course in logical thinking.
Dolores Carroce, Farmington Hills
A letter to Clinton

y Dear Prestdent Clinton: .
1am tho mother of a single 28-year-
old daughter doing her very beat to
survive and also improva her prospects in the
work place.

She is presently working at & local YMCA
and going to Wayne State Univorsity in Detroit
to obtain her master's degree in counseling.
Needless to say, money is very tight for her and
some months she has to make a decision to ei-
ther pay her health insuranco or cat.

tlnu ing Health Center (formerly Farmington "
Nunmg Homa) was lncomctly lIsad with other .

At no fault of the postal workers'unlon, it
was d that d C: Health _|
Conter operates a food bank for the poor, We
‘have no such food bank and therefore will not

be recelving any of the food that was collected. |, :

However, wo aro a nonprofit long-term care
facility that remains committed to serving the
needs of tl:e community. While we dannt ac-
cept f th wo do accep -
donations and volunteer time whlch assists us
in enhancing the lives of our residents.

Linda , administrator, Botsford”

Continuing Health Center ™

tofthe °| -,
canned goods that wnra being collected. -

Qu ESTION: Recently, she applied for food stamps at the —— : -

. Department of Soclal Setvices, Wixom, and in- - B
terviewed with Ms, Constantine. My daughtor | Opinions are to be shared: We wokcomeyour  =[..
wudmfulud food stamps becauae she has $2,800 g?:sﬂ as dgﬂ)’g‘m’%’m ma;;n%!ymw’: ;oﬂfr, o '

What are your :ﬁ:o:unt oan which she is informed counta as . amwm‘:‘hgvs "’”””"ma"s{rﬂf’""b’s%”“ ° 3. |
plans for the My dear Mr. Clinton, that monoy is for uchool assur & Z o Jour -«
\} summer? tuition, student housing and text books. ’Btlt:';f”d mv%eb’emmtw’%mmﬁ””}w =
S ;i . Ms, Conatantino suggested that my daughter |, meésmg’w 21 3'938 Fan:h o:fk”: ::m o
e . . e should cancel her health Insurance to make . ingt 4 8 L Fam- ..
+- We asked this Play with my Play video *Ga fishing for I'm golng to ~ onda meet, ington 48336. 2.
+E= question at the | friends all day.’ games all day." walleye In Lake New Yok City, .
i A&W restaurant Katle ;’"‘“ Jmmy I;GMR Erfe.’ {'va never been ' 1
i| inthe Cross- edford Jim Jarrett | theroand I'm l:
: Townshlp Township Redford |, anxious to see I
| ot s : for | om @heiﬁmﬁnmnu ®bgerver i
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