Some coaches, dads make poor examples for sons -
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POINTS OF VIEW
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! " hat do the following have in
common? FBI officials who

" cultls

bl 'wm'fl%“ Bnul:clll-Duvidlnn

"And too mucB testosterono, real or
feigned. And a showy self-satiafaction
mnnkh}'g a deep self-doubt about their

and
other chest-thumping bigots. Andrew .

* Died Clay, Barflies who boast that they

* oneq ran 100 yarda

in 10 seconda flat.

. The!Navy officers involved in the Tail-

* foot]

hook harasamenta. A 1950s high school
| coach I wouldn't play for, Los
Angples ganga who initiate foemale

' members by purposely exposing them

to BIV. Tha “Spur Posss” of Califor-

. nia's Lakeview High, and their fathers
* and'maybe some of their coaches.

Machismo is their common trait.

And a sexism so ingrained
that I question whother they could ever
be cured of it. ’

Clearly no father ever taught the Los
Angeles gang to protect girle. And to
explalin tho criminally sexist behavior
of the Spur Posse, ono need look no far-
ther than their fathera and, perhaps,
thelr coaches, Thoy've disgraced thelr
varsity uniforms, yet soon they'll be
selling their movie rights to the highest
bidders when reaily they belong in jail.

Jokn TeLrorD

The fathers and coachea are indeed
to blamo, as is a society which sanc-
tions a sexual double standard.

There are exceptions, God be
thanked, like Duke basketball coach
Mike Kryzewski, who focuses on excel-
lence instead of winning and thus wina
anyway. I myself was raised by a fight-
er father who would have put me in the

old-fashioned, but we've got to teach

men to treat women like they expoct -
their sisters and mothers and daugh-- =
ters to be treatod. Until we can do this,
many men wial oonﬁnuﬁh behave with

hospital {f1 had ever been anything
1eas than protective and di t about
any activity I had with a young lady.

—and m.;ny more women will be irre- ’
jevably harmed. :

John Telford, a Rochelter Hills resi-

As an athlete, I was thankfully
blessed with other coaches, particular- | dent, most recently was an assistant -
1y one, Dave Holmes, who led ipe il dent in the Roch Schoolws
like my father and Coach Kryzewski. District. He previously was executive ~

That’s how I later coached and coun-
seled my own athletes. This may sound

director for secondary education in the...,
Plymouth-Canton district. R

Y

LETTERS

+ find it vory difficult to believe that

1 apaper as responsible as tho

+ Farmington Observer would have
as {ta lead article on May 17 “Now
Right is grass-roots threat.”

Based on the way the article {s writ-
te%l must assume that your staff writ-
er, Bill Coutant, is a mamber of the
Amoerican Civil Liberties Union or is
rather inopt.

If ho was neither of these, I am sure
he would not have written the article

. without requiring substantiation for

sotho of the comments made,

T'o compare the people who believe
in foaintaining family valuea and do
not support alternative lifestyles with
thd Ku Klux Klan is ridiculous,

‘The statement that “the lunatic
fripge” of the right wing usually
do¢sn't bring its issues out in the open,
be¢auso — they know the public
wolldn’t support them is another out-
landish statement. When people make
such statementa, they ahould be re-
quired to support their statements and
I know of no such facts that would sup-
port Berman's assertion,
alao would like to know how How-
Simon, of the American Civil Lib-

ard

tor} District.

My 11-year-old son, Nathan, is in fifth grade
thip year. I can’t think of an election that bears

mgre directly on me and my family than

local school board election. I've heard countless

other parents express the same feclings.

?nt if history is any gulde, voter turnout will
range from b percent to 16 percent. This means
that a tiny minority of voters will decide who
n and therefore what
po]iclun the schools will be following for the

runs the local school

next year or two,

One reason voter turnout is 8o low is mast
folks have difficulty learning much about indi-
vidual candidates and about the main issues
intolved. That's one of the jobs we'ro happy to
do'in this community newspaper. You won't

didat;

erties Union, can justify his atatoment
that “Pat Buchanan and Pat Robert-
son are representative of the militantly
1 '} dutl Jewish &l [n

many of your readers,

I really believe that whomever al-
lowed thia article to be the lead in your
made a serious mistake in

American politics.”

I know that Pat Buchanan has been
accused of belng anti-Jewish but, as far
as I know, this is just an accusation
with no facts to support it. As faras
Pat Robertson {s concerned, L have
nover heard of him being accused of
belng anti-Jewish nor is ho “militantly
intolerant.”

The end of Coutant’s article is amaz.
ing. Juat because Howell aaid that
homosexuality has been a focal point
for, what I call conservatives, only be-
cause it is useful not because it (homo-
goxuality) is that distasteful is not
supported by facts.

1 believe that any poll taken today
would indl at a majority of

judgment,

As Iindicated cariior, you have the
right to publish the report of this meet-
ing but you should also indicate that
thia is only one viewpoint and you
ghould present the other side g0 read-
ers can, objectively, judge for them-

Beechviow, Dunckel, Fairview, Fland-
ers, Gill, Hillside, Power, Woodcreek
and Wooddale, In addition, Scholastic
Books Inc. donated books to our effort.
‘When it came time to transport the
books (44 boxes weighing more than
1,400 pounds), Northwest Airlines
came forward and shipped them free of
charge. .

1 want to thank all of ho sent in-
oo i 3 i this projoc n‘ group of kids. Belleve me, the girl in-

books or were involved in this project

selves i '
g in any way. It's great to participateina
Mr, and b;‘ra. MILF. Ge‘}’mﬂ project that has children reaching out
armington to other children and adults network-
ing to accomplish a common goal.
1 know that every time a child at
Blg ﬂ!al‘lk yotl those Florida schools picks up a book,
- . . there is joy and happiness in their
ast ser, the F' heart b of you. Thanks for join-
S&:e{v&afﬁrl&d u&:ynrl.g}g'\ ing the drive and making it a success.
uf emen
ing & book drive to help ele- Diane Chambers, Gill PTA

ple in the United States do not support
& homoscxual lifestyle and do, in fact,
consider it "distasteful.”

Your newspaper has a right to print
reports on il b

mentary and middle scheols in Florida
that Jost their media centers due to
Hurricane Andrew.
We invited other school parent or-
izations in the area to participate

events, ete., but you should provide
some balance by presenting other
viewpoints. Also, I believe this particu-
lar article included statementa that are
Ferl) v and very di ol

oting minority decides
school’s policy matters

and, with the help of your article, the
responae was torrific.

Wae collected 6,634 books, thanks to
the efforts of children, parents, teach-

ers and administrators at Alameda,

Bad Judgment
am writing to express my extremo
disappointment in the Obscrver's
article of May 27 entitled “Teen's
fatal fall stuns school.”
1 found it insenaitive of you to pub-

lish the girl's name who was driving -~
the car. In my estimation, this will only
add to her pain and distress over the

loss of her dear friend.

These kids did something that all of *
us did as teens . . . used poor judg- .
ment. Unfortunately, in this case, it
ended in disaster.

My daughter is friends with this 7
volved ia suffering enough already .i
without her name being plastered on
the front page. -

1 hopo that in the future you will uss:
better judgment where such sensitive ™
issues are concerned. g

Lynne Welsing, Farmington Hills’

QOplnions are to bo shared: We wel-
come your idess, as do your nelghbors.
That's why we offer this space ona
weekly basis for opinlons in your "
words. We will help by editing for clanty,”” .
To assure authenticity, we ask that you-- .
sign your letter and provide a contact . -
telephone number. o
Letters should be malled to; Editor,
The Farmington Observer, 21898 Farm-_.

_Ington Road, Farmington 48336.

chool board elections are less than two o
weeks away. At least one new board :
W membor will be elected in the Farming-

my

recont education reforma.
Beginning with deeply felt concern about the *
climination of prayer and references to Chris.
tianity from public schools, they move on ta ad-
vocate radical changes. Th'ay urge t%acleing

instead of

firld much about your district's

ﬂnd T *s Rond.

an
for the Three

:halr views by reading the big

Inrads
debate now

2

main points of view:

but you'll find it all right here.
on, there is a fierce and complicated
ng about the proper policy for
jchigan public schools. Below ia a guide to the

dai- to McGuffy's

d all of

Rs. Some would like to eliminate the constitu-
tional diatinction between public and private
schools and adopt a state-wide voucher system.
The rhetoric gets complicated and often heat-
¢d. Pro-roform forces have been known to lump

with the

1 Reformers. Sick nd tired of old-fi shi

tion at "ot

schools that depended on rote

thp expense of [carning how to think, school re-
formors passed in 1930 Public Act 25, which set
amodol for schools called “outcomes educa-

tion.”

talked about “

right wl'ng or 'the 'll(.KK. ’Rudlfnln h'avn

guilt by assoctation.

o ob

Both positiona are stlly because they depend on

More complicated — and dangerous — are
“swallh‘un didates,” '.hoslu w‘ho run sampnizns

guuad of learning, for axn'mpla.ithn names of

in order,

based echools compare various presidents’
achievementa and political atyles, And their
mhstery of the subject would bo shown in a vari-
ety of ways, including but not limited to written

exams.

their backgr an
views on the iasues, hoping a mobilized minori-
ty can win in a low turnout election.
My own viow: What is vital in education ia to
focus on the results, The MEAP test, for exam.

in varioua

ple, )
N ¢

In some versi
et waladicton it atorl

and

as
hon-

org, d grading that
only As, Ba u.nq lm':nmpletm Al‘l’d ut‘wd a

currie-
ing and

ulum that P
dqvolopmont of self-esteem.

B Back to basics, Not surprisingly, thoro are

for various grades. This nowspaper
the MEAP test results for each

i schoo! building because we believe that the
properly focused way to look at education is to

To that degree, therefore, I like the reformors’
hasls on while hizo with

tho back-to-basics crowd in its concorn about

Reg.
1IN0 T o

For cool summer fu

SAVE 30% on

all doughboy' pools

Sizes avallable:.
15'+18°+21°+24'+ 28"
12'x24' - 16'x28" » 16'x32"
18'x34’ + 18'x368° » 21'x11" .

We've been building
custom pools since 1965
and have the expertise to

design, construct, and

maintain your pool for years

real leamning about real subjects. of pleasure and énjoyment.

Mare important: Voto! If you don't, you'll get
the kind of schools neither you nor your chil-
dren nor your neighbors’ children deserve.

B,
whao feel this movement has gone too far.
TFvy advocate a back-to-basics approach, em-
O s taahicnnd teaching of the Thros -
R and rigorous testing, They ara dismayed at
educators who soom to pay more attontion to

‘studonts foeling good about themsolves and

Philip Power is chairman of the company that

1 thing i
:l‘ua?:.s than to actually learning somothing i owns this newspaper. His voice mail touchtone
Bf Radicals. Some people are oxt critics of number is (313) 953-2047, ext, 1881,
Toll us and your nelghbora what you think about the opinions

Your opinions
o Cfount... cxpressed by writing a letter to the editor at: Tho Observer,

2 g . 21898 Farmington Road, Farmington 48338. Or, if you have a

Touch.Tone® phone, you can leave a voice mail messags for our

. columniats, Their numbers are listed at the end of each column.

398-4877 939-3181
398-4626 738.8388 -

Ask jour neighbors, they probably bought from us too!
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