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Set in Oakland
and Berkeloy,
Calif,, Warner
Bros." “Mndn in
Ameriea” tolls
b the story of Sar-
x(h, rm independent black woman
(Whoopi Goldberg) who conceives
I ngld with the help of a sperm
Yy
{ When her daughter Zora (Nia
¥ Loif) discovera the truth 18 years
qu t, the whole fomily 1s in for
I;I; uurpr[sc
. Sarah Mathews wanted to have
all - her own business, her
dwn Indcpendnnm, hor own fami-

"'he business s going just fine:
umh owns a thriving African-
American bookstore perfectly in
beeping with her own proud Afro-
entrist conaclousness.

And when her husband died be-
ure;1hey were able to have chil-
ten, she went to a sperm bank,
-ich resulted in her beautiful
«inughter, Zora (Nia Long), now a
-unﬂjlmt young woman about to
adill in college. Sarsh thinks
he's done pretty well for herself,

Q\\\El/pf

“CLFTHANCEY"

Released hy: TriStar Pictures
Starring: Sylvester Stallone,
" John Lithgow, Michael Rooker,
Ralph Waite and Janine Turner
" Ditected by: Renny Harlin
,.-Produced by: Alan Marshall,
* Neany Harlin
« Screenplay by: Michael France
~and Sylvesier Stallone
Rated: R (Restricted: Under 18
reguires an accompanying
purent or guardion)
Qunning timo: Tiwo hours
Hating (out of a possible four):
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and her family, unusual as it may

'

But now Zora wants to know
more about her father, whom
she's always been told is the late
Mr. Mathews, Zora does a little
research at the sperm bank, hop-
ing to meot the intelligent, dis-
guished black man who hel,
give her a genetic heritage,

It turna out her father is white,
And what's more, he's Hal Jack-
son (Ted Danson,) a good-time
guy who's careened through life
slapping backs, shaking hands
and making a small fortune sell.
ing cars in Oakland.

The one thing he never expects
to face is an emotional young
black woman insteting he's her
dad, whose outraged mother
shows up shortly afterward, de-
mandlng that he stay out of their
lives forever — a demand he's
only too happy to honor.

Zora's need to know both of her
parents begins to draw Hal and

Sarah  into an incongruous,
though steadily developing
friendship.

“Mado in Amerlca." combines

rary humor and an offbeat Jook at
what “family” really meanas. It is
directed by Richard Benjamin
and produced by Amon Miichan,
Michael Douglas and leck
Bicber. :

The acreenplay is written - by
Holly Goldberg Sloan, based on a
story by Marcia Brandwynne and
Nadine Schiff and Holly Goldberg
Sloan.

Executive producers Marcia
Brandwynne and Nadine Schiff
came up with the concept of a
child who, efter learning she was
a product of artificlal insemina.
tion, sets out to find her father.
Tho two women, who wers both
working in local news in Los An-
goles at the time, sat down to
work out the story detaila,

“J just knew we had the mak.
ings of a funny, dynamic romatic
comedy,” eaid producer Arnon
Milchan, “I loved the idea that

!Made in America’: humorous poke at pairentmg

these two people who get together
never would have picked each
othor. They don't even like each
other; the only way these two
would over meot is in a teat tube,
I think audlences enjoy sceing the

unllkellont people |I;Iat together hla-
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| Now. comedy.
Fromleft,. . -
Hal (Ted - !
Danson), !
Zora (Nina
Long), Sarah |
{(Whoopi . )
Goldberg) ,
and Tea
Cake (Will |
Smith) cele-#
‘brate Zora’s
graduation .
award in '
“Made in
America.”

Now uhowmég at these suburban

thair own lives."

“Mado in America” is rated
PG-13 (Parental Guidance Sug-
gested).

na_ West,
AMC Laurel Park, GCC ( Canmn
Cinema, Quo Vadis, Star Roches-
ter, AMC Souihﬁeld City, United
Artists West River,

‘Cliffhanger’: It’s exciting but overly violent

e Picture the final
10 minutes of

“North by
Northwest,” the
Hitcheock  clas-

sic where Cary
Grant and Eva
Marie Sainte
clude bad guys
atop Mount

JOHN Rushmore. Now

MONAGHAN imagine the
— scene played
aver and over again, with twists
and variations, and you'll have a
pretty good idea what
“Cliffhanger” is all about.

The edge-of-your-scat action
thriller, which debuted May 28,
opens high on a Rocky Mountain
penk. Gabe, the expert mountain
climber played by Sylvester Stal-
lone, grips a fellow climber’s hand
as she dangles 4,000 feet above
sen level. She pleads with him not

to let hor fall, but his hold weak-
gm and she plummets to her
eath.

Eighf. months later, a still-
shaken Gabe climbs the peaks
once agein when his former part~
ner (Michael Rooker) receives a
distress call, What they don't re-
alize is that the sendera are actu-
ally bloodthirsty treasury thieves
who want the climbers to fetch
three suitcases full of nowly mint-
ed currency.

The action that follows, just
like the old cliffhanging serials of
the 19308 and 1940s, finds the
climbers in various nail-biting
aituations,

They battle a collapsing rope
bridge, a bat-filled cave, a snow
slide, a slowly fraying rope and
the sadism of the killers, led here
by an evil John Lithgow.

Though he shares some of the

derring-de with the likablo Rook- _

B REVIEW

er, Stallono still hogs most of the
actlon. In one very Rambo-like
moment, he ia forced to strip
down to his T-shirt before as-
cending a snow-covered peak, The
bad guys call it insurance because
they know he'll freeze if he
doesn't return to them, We might
call it an excuse for Sly to flex
outaide his plaid parka.

Janine Tumer plays pretty
much the same role she does in
the TV series “Northorn E:
sure,” that of a pilot in the middle
of nowhere. She teams with Stal-
lone in the second half when he
escapes and tries to head the
other party off at the pass.

The real star of the movie is di-
rector Renny Harlin, who mokes
the moat out of the stunning
mountain vistas (actually filmed

in the Italian Alps.) The Finnish-
born director of “Die Hard 2" ere-
ates another movie that works
completely in visual terms, Mute
the dinlogue, keep the rousing
score  (reminiscent again of
“North by Northwest"} and you'd
havn the most exciting silent
movie ever made.

“Cliffhanger's" set-up, after all,
could be done in one title card.
The rest of the dialogue consists
of screaming, swearing and an ac-
caalonnl wry aside by Lithgow —
“You kill one man, they coll you a
murderer. Kill 30,000, they call
you conquerer.”

‘The gratuitious violence and
profanity should keep familles
away from “Cliffhanger”, a shame
because parents end kids could
otherwise enjoy it together. Blame
Carolco, the production company
that trashed up so many of Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger's pictures

and supplied most of the moncy
for this one,

Also blame co-scriptwriter Stal-
lone, who roportedly changed the
script around plenty during the
long shooting schedule. There's
really no emotional closure for
that magnificent opening scene,
causing better-than-usual charac-
ter conflicts to take a back seat to
mindless action.

Novertheless, this {s the first
thrill of the summer season, a vis-
ual tour-de-force that ellows Stal-
lone to grunt, sweat, flex and seck
revenge amidst some truly mag-
nificent locales.

Now showing at these suburban
theaters: AMC Abbey 8, AMC
Laurel Park, Quo Vadis, United
Artists West River, AMC Ameri-
cana West, AMC Southfield City,
?!Adf Wonderland, Star Rochester

The doors of the newly reno-
vated United Artista-Onkland
theater, at Onkland Mall (14
Mite and 1-76) in Troy, opened

ay 28,
The refurbished theater fea-
detutren ncw‘utem aaund, a fully

an
$=1dbby and auditoriums, multi-
Ftation centers for

_United Artists busy
“upgrading theaters

of theart.

Renovations continue at two
other locations and they will
resume operations shortly.
United Arilsta-Lakeside will
reopen Friday, June 4. United
Artista-12 Qaks will reopen
Friday, June 24.

This cxunslva program of
nlt.cd

wicker service and

Artists’ |

wnvenlencu, and new seating
hald

ment to metra Detrult. a

with

’I‘hlu is the first step in a
multi-million-dollar program
of major renovations to all the
United Artists metro Detroit
theaters except the United Art-
iats- West River, already state

Dal]u-bnsed United Artists
‘Theatres operates 33 screens in
the Detrolt arca. With 2,300
acreens nationwide, it is the
largest theater circuit in the
world,

{Share your view
about new flicks
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1 Movie: “Stiver”
H Reaction: Duappamtmg
Movieyoer: Pam Craig of Livonia

“] was disappointed In how
much they changed it from the
buok,"” sald Pam Craig of Livonia
about “Sliver,” which is being
n at arca movie theaters.
¢ onding doesn't make sense,
“fliey didn't pull it off. I'm sure
Ira Levin (who wrote tho book on
“which the movie is based) must
be really upset that they took
~such liberties with hia story.”

% . Craig had an opinion nbaut a
“recontly roloased movie, and we're
wure you do, too. Let ua know
wlml you think about “Sliver,”

**Mado in America,”
~4Cliffhanger” or any other mconb
1y roleased movie.

If'you've scen a new movie
lately, cither good or bad, we
want fo hear from you.

Call Keely Wygonith, Enter-
tainment editor, 953-2105,

movies. If you reach her voice
mail, leave your comments, A
name, city and day-time phone
number. T fax comments, dial
591-7279. Or write: Entertain-
ment Editor, Obscrver &
Eecentric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraf?, Livonia, MI 48150,

Presentm%‘
=8 Detroit’s Brightest
New Attractlons!

United Artists Theatres is proud to present
three newly renovated, state-of-the-art
‘motion picture complexes.

—— OPENING TOMORROW ——
United Artists Lakeside features:’

Newly refurbished seating
Remodeled lobbies and auditoriums
Multi-station refreshment centers for
your convenience

FREE souvenirs while they last!

Grand Re-Opening

TOMORROW!

Lakeside
Mall

NOW OPEN!

SLERPLESS /'
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