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POINTS OF VIEW

Balanced approach needed in teacher plans

QUESTION: As an ¢!
teacher, I somotimes foel liko n
pingpong ball, After 25 years In the
business, I've been t.hrouglamaro
Taenttonnl ta and theorl

than I can remember, Now wo are
into the Whole Language Approach.
Can you forewarn us of any now the-
orles coming down the linoc s*wo
chn bo ready?

: ANSWER. Certalnly, Be ready for

rocess of | The

belief bage is that children will learn

better through a “whole™ approach

rather than through the teaching of iso-

lated skills. Phonics and other basic

skills are to be introduced when appro-
priate,

Carried to the extreme, a fow Whole
Language advocates frown on ever us-
ing a toxtbook (called basal mnderﬂ,
which major textbook companies have
spenb millions davaloplng, using tho

thn ‘Artificinl Intelligence , 8
thepry that says if a child knows X
abont something, we know he/she muat
knqw Y. Therefore, save timo and skip
teaching Y. This is a concopt any com-
petfnt teacher has known for ages,

A'nd yes, some freelancing on-
twnmmur will pump out an Artificial
Language and the Teacher novel, hit
the educational circuit, make a fortune
un then move on to something else.

*The Wholo Langusge Appronch a
supposedly new concept, is in vogue
now, It's a concopt, along with the de-
vclopmental theory, that I have
recoived more voice mail calls on than
any other topics this year,

The Whole Language theory com-

bines reading, writing, spelling and
language arts into a singular all-om-

ACLU stands for religious liberty for all sides

his is in response to “Leftists
T participate in politicatly correct
Y bigotry,” in the Observer & Ec-
centric, Monday, June 7, by Regina
Saler.

.The American Civil Liberties Union
attempts to preserve and enhance indi-
vidual liberties, including religious lib-
erty, as guaranteed by the Bill of
Rights. Asa public education organiza-
tion, it is apolitical and nonpartisen,
with strict prohibitions against endors-
ing or aiding candidates for elective or
appointed ofiice. As a public interest
law firm, it represents clients whose
civil nghts have been violated, wnhout
regard to their “left” or "nght" or “con.
servative” or“hberal beliefs.

‘The ACLI the

ey could
fi nd in the country). These advocatoa
also frown on the use of worksheots.
(And, oh, ] almoat said the evil word
“Ditto.")

The opposite extreme occurs when
Ditto Danny and Ditto Darlene flip
dittos on kids' deaks every day and sit
ot their desk waiting for lunch. A bal-
ance is needed!

This is where the problem lies. Edu-
cation goes from otte movement o an-
ather, sometimes from one extrome po-
sition to another, and the teacher is
caught in the middle. If I wanted to
take a shot at the Whele Language Ap-
proach, which I support a8 one of many
learning models, I could uee an analogy
of the football coach, the band director
or the high school play director.

tutional rights. But separating religion
from government is absolutely essen-
tial to preserving religioua freedom, ,
This is because government would
undermine religious freedom by telling
us whether to belicve, what to believe,
and when, where and how to worship.

The ACLU's advocacy of the separa-
tion of church and state often results
in charges that it is hostile to religion.
However, in several Michigan cases,
the ACLU has represented religious
groups and individuals in their at-
tempts to worship and carry out their
mission.

For example, a bishop of the Church
of God Pentecostal Church in Kalama.
200 was recently cited for violating a
noise ordi because of his parish-

of church and state, It does so not be-
cause it dialikcs or dlsng-mes with relig-
ion or any ligious doctrine

ionera' “joyful noise.” The bishop is
being defended by a volunteer ACLU
And the ACLU successiully

or prnctlcc Indeed, it believes thut re-

dcfended an Epmcupul church where

Ilgwus is one of A

d to the church’s pro-

most important traditions and cunstl-

viding meeting space for Alcoholics

Doc Dovie

Let’s uso an extromist “whole” ap-
proach for football practice. The coach
scrimmages every day. No driil and
practice until the coach finds out the
needs of each player,

I've got news for you. Competent
coaches, as with teachers, know what
the needs are, and the successful ones
do a sufficlent amount of drill and
practice to ensure that the players have
mastered the basie skilla necessary for
success.

Championship high achoo! bands
and successful school play di

" dancing to the tunoe of thoso in control

_ia renlly not new. John Downy one ol'
8t

new “only way to go” movemeénts. But I
am far more againet a constant drill
and practice atmosphere which dovel-
ops non-thinking robotic children

aver them.

‘The present polarization that is de-
veloping among teachers is literally
killing the Whole Language concept,
which is a wonderful process in helping
childmn to cnmpmhond be better

solvers while § ing their
higher lovel thinking skills.
The “whole” method of i 1

tho lato 1700s) believed in reducing
topics to their baslc elemonta and .
building from that foundation,asina **
basic skills approach. .
And sure enough, after Dowey came
an educational philosopher named
Jean Piaget who believed in starting
from tho basics, from the concrete
skills to more abstract reasoning ekills.
So here we havo the greatest educa-, '+
tional philosophers of all time bounc.
ing bnck and forth from a basic skilla - :
to a whole, -
And

indset for children’s 1

's
troduced that approach in the late 305
and '40s. He believed children working
on a high-interest topic, approaching a
topic in totality, waa the way to devel-
op self-aufficient thinking students,

you, the teacher, are indeed the ping- -+~
pong ball being bounced back and
forth.

Why in God's world can't wo take the
bast of both worlds, the Whole Lan-
guage Modol for developing thinking
akilla with tho use of some ndapllva w

His system becamo labeled, prog g
sive educatlon, and the public — thun enaure basic skllls are masteredand 1’
the newspapers literally d d him | quit ing citizens and fi I:4H
and his concept. Thoy belioved kids teachers? [

were not gotting their basic skills but
just having fun. Leo Tnlntoy, one our
writors and thi held the

spend hours on details that could be
conceived as boaic skills prior to open-
ing the curtain for the first act or cnter-
ing a state band competition,

So I am leery of these supposcdly

HThe ACLU advocates the
separation of church and .
state. It does so not be-
causs It disllkes or disa-
grees with rellglon or any
particular rellgious doct-
rine or practice. Indeed, it
helleves that religlous
freedom Is one of Amerl-
ca's most Important tradl-
tlons and constitutional
_rights.

same beliefs as Dewey and greatly in-
fluenced Dewey's thinking.

But watch what happons in educa-
tion! A philosopher, after Tolstoy,
named Johann Hohmch Panuﬂuul (ln

tuded nariahi

Other i

I8 it that difficult to figure out? .
James “Loc” Doyle, a former teach- , .
er/school adm('nistmtor/um’uersily ine. .
structar, is president of Doyle and As- ,
sociates, an educational consulting
firm. To leave a message for Doyle from-,
g tul;ch tone phone, dial 9532047 mail-
0%

was open to the pub- }

ners of a local church who wanted to
diaplay religious mesaages on signs in
their front yards; convincing the
Newaygo City Council to redraft its
sign ordinance to permit those signs;
and applaud a recent Michigan Su-
preme Court decision that requires the
state to reasonably accommodate par-
ents who home-school their children
according to their religious beliefs.

To my knowledge, the ACLU did not
“host a meeting outlining the dangera
of right-wing activists.” Perhaps Ms.
Saler is referring to a panel di i

The
lic and well attended (I was there). Its H
tone was hardly anti-religious; indced, § :
the setting was a beautiful houss of .
worship! The topic was “atealth candi- |
dates” — that is candidates who quiet- |
ly file for local offices, then shun pub- ¢
licity and decline to campaign or dis- ¢
cuss their agendas, The messago of the «
May 11 event was that voters have a
right to know what candidates stand
for and should exerciso that right.

Finally, I atress that I would unhnslc
mtingly defend Ms. Saler's Firat -

hnld at Congregation Adat Shalom,

Anonymous and sheltering the home-
1ess; won a Michigan Supreme Cort
cage for the right of a Warren woman to
host worship services in her home
where the city had claimed that her
home was not a church and not in an
area zone for churches,

Hills, May 11, The panel-
mta d a variety of

tions and ACLU of Michigan's execu-
tive director, Howard Simon, partici-
pated, The event was hosted by the
Jewish Community Council of Metro-
politan Detroit and the National Coun-
cil of Jewish Women, Greater Detroit
Section,

t right to freely exercise hor
mllgion 1 invite her to call ipon the
American Civil Liberties Union if shc
ever feels that that right is violated,

Elsa M. Shartsiz is chair of the Och-:
land County branch of the American
Civil Liberties Union of Mu'hlgan She .
is a Birmingham attorney. .
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Attention Students!

PLYMOUTH’ Ih
I(ISG W.Ann Arbor Rtl.
- * 155-5907

DETFII]IT EAST
15301 £, Wnnen' .

If you're looking
for a’summer job
your free ad today.

On Monday, June 14, Thursday, June 17
and Monday, June 21, we will publish free
ads of a maximum 5 lines for students
looking for employment. -

Call 591-0900 or 644-1070 today and place 14, 17,
your free five-line ad.

Explain what kind of ]ob you're looking tor
and what experience you've had.

Attention Employers!

place

Check our classified section on the June
and June 21 for that teen you need t
work for you this summer.

This nawspapor haseby offors the opportunlly for young parsons seoking employmont to list thoir first naras only and
skill, howovar wo assume no responsibitly for the nature of fobs aﬂomd or nogotiations batwaon appliconts and
prospoctive amployars. These are the tosponsibitty of tha partios invoived.
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644-1070 OAKLAND COUNTY
591-0900 WAYNE COUNTY
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