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Blazers tumble 9-7

By BRAD EMONB
STATY Werren
It was a Nike and Reshok

kind of day all wrapped into ons .

for the Livonia Ladywood soft-
ball team in a Clasa A regional
gcaxlniﬁnnl Saturday at Plymouth

‘The Blazers just couldn't do
it, discovering that life fa short
evon when you play hard as Ann
Arbor Pioneer spoiled thelr tour-
nament run 8.7,

Ladywood (22.12-1) barely
resembled the team that poated
the area’s biggest upset only a
weok earlier in the district finala
against No. 2.ranked Plymouth
Canton, 1-0.

The shoe just wouldn’t fit for
Blazers, who committed seven
errors and numerous mental
mistakes,

First-year coach Lisa Parsons
was forced to juggle her lineup
when she learned that Tara
Wasiak (shortatop) and Jennifer
Chamley (third base) would
both be absent becauss of com-
mitments to take the ACT test,

“It hurt because we had a lot
of people out of position,” Par-
sons sald. “I think it kind of
hurt team morale, We were ner-
vous to start out with

“Tara s one of our leaders on
the field. She keeps the kida up,
but for kide school comes first
and I can't blame them. We
tried to get the atarting time
changed. It's just unfortunate
the test was today,”

Mary Jo Kelly, Ladywood's
ace pitcher, might have sued for
non support. She was roughed
up for four runs in the opening

quent errors led to two more

runs. .

Ploneer jumped out to a 7-0
lead In the socond, one run com-
ing across on a He!
elngle, another on a wild pitch
and a third on a groundout,

Ladywood got on the board in
the third when sophomore
catcher Mellesa Campesu dou-
bled in Kelly Stokea.

Ploneer made it §-1 in the
fifth on an RBI aingle by Tara
LaSavage and an RBI sacrifice
fly off the bat of Molly Grimes.

Ann  Arbor pitchor Jennl
Pieper, meanwhile, was crulsing
along like the Pled Piper undl

Adams prevails in reglonal tourney

By BILL PARRER
STAYY WRITZR

As rotirement presents go, none
could be much aweeter than the
gitt the Rochester Adams base-
ball team eerved up Saturday for
r:ltlrlna head coach John Guesri-
e

A[ur 17 years at the helm of the
Adams - baseball program, the
Highlanders presented Guerrier

.with the school's first mgionnl

champlonship at Walled Laki
Western,

Adame combined eolid pitch-
ing, timely offense and flawless
defense to post a 9-2 \dctcry over

Clase A ch Bir-
g':‘.n:lﬁ’ ;kwnl::n Led mingham Brother Rice in the
“They made ua p].y “the ball; | championship game and a 1-0 vic-

whereas, we sat up there (at the
plato),” Parsons =aid. “We
didn't make it happen ourselves.
Finally in the sixth {inning) we
got oggressive.”

Kelly, who hold Ploneer (26-
11) scoreless in the top of the
seventh, led off the bottom of
seventh with a walk,

But the senior standout was
thrown out by catcher Kia Boy-
chuck, trying to steal second on
a botched hit-and-run play.
Pieper then closed out the victo-
ry with a strikeout and groun.
dout to second.

Pioneer coach Kim Waddell,
whose team rolled past Bello-
ville 16.0 In the regional final,
was elated to get by Ladywood.

“Because of thelr size and the
way they swing the bat, 1 knuw
they'd connect sooner or later,”
sald Waddell, whoso team outhit
the Blazers 10-6. “Wo just wero

tipped o
two. run single, but four aubue~

to produce enough
runs carly.”

Ma rlins from page 1C

tory over Redford Union in the
semifinels,

Rice advanced to tho finals by
cdging Walled Lake Central 2-0
in the other semifinal game.

T just love it,” Guerrieri said.
“I've retired so this Is it. 'I‘lu: kids
made it real special.”

Guerrieri’s retirement party

+ will have to bo put on hold.

Adnma (28-8) meets Clio Tuesday

] BASEBALL

in the state quarterfinals at Sagi-
naw Nouvel,

Senior Andy Mychek threw five
strong innings in the champion-
ship game to set up the A
victory, Mychek fanned seven,
walked four and allowed just one
hit as the Highlanders stormed
out to a 9.0 lead,

Senior Mike Pompa surren-
dered two rung in the sixth befora
junior Damon Villereal — who
tossed & complete-game nnu-
hitter in the semi — &
win by recording the final twa
outs in the seventh, Adams’ victo-
ry avenged a doubleheader loss to
Rice during the sccond week of
the scason.

“I was hoping to get the start
egainst Rice,” Mychek sald, “It
feels real good. Our team juat
played excellent defense. We
didn’t make any errors in the fi-
nals. It feels good when you're
pitching and the defense is play-
ing like that, because you don't
have to worry ebout anything.”

Adams picked up a palr of runs
in the second inning on RBI sin-
x]ea from Mychek and junlor Bart

O'Nelll. The Highlanderrs blew
the game open In the fifth when
they scored seven times on five
hits, a walk and a coupls of
Brother Rice errora,

Senior Justin Peeterameyer
cracked a two-run single to left
and junior Brandon Clark (three
for four) followed with a two.run
double up the gap in right conter
to spark the Highlander rally.
Soniors Troy Hoover and Ryan

Ward help«:d out with RBI aln- ’

"’l‘ho last three games we ha-
ven't hit the ball well,” sald Guer-
rleri, whose team outhit tho War.
riora 10-2. “We're mainly a defen-
slve team. We hit in streaks but
Mt? we xut them when we need-

em,

The Warriors (24-14) scored
both runs in the sixth inning on
an RBI triple by senior Chris
Smolky and a sacrifice fly by sen-
ior Jason Wiehe.

“I make no excuses and I take
my hat off to Rochester Adams,”
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have develo n fins progrem’
and I wish thpo'g luck.” )

Adams advanced to the finals.

behind a_ superb pitching per-
formancs by Villereal. Tho senior _
righthander fanned 12 Redford -
Union batters, walked ons and al-

lowed just one hit as he shut out -

the Panthers and improved hi:
personal record to 12-1.
Brother Rice's Smolky, who
headed to Clemzon next year, lim.
ited Walled Laks Central to ons

kit In the opening game of the . ‘

tournament as the Warriors
earned a 2-0 victory.

The Warriors plcked up a palr
of runs [n the top of the first in.
ning. Brian Kalczyns!

single by Smolky. Both runners
advanced on a ucﬂﬂeﬂ bunt by

Joson Wiehe, Kalczynski scored’.,

on a sacrifice fly to rlzht field by ;.
Marty Weymouth, and mnlky
scored on a wild pitch,

Besco brothers lead Rockets to title )

By Ciris McCoSKY
Brarr WRITER

Nobody is really talking about
it, but you get the sense the West-
land John Glenn baseball team is
playing with the determination
and conviction of a group that
knows its days are numbered.

It's o8 if they got together and
decided that, “Hey, if this Is going
to be the last year of athletice at
John Glenn, then we are going out
28 champions.”

The No. 4-ranked Rockets, who
could lose their pay-to-play ath-
letic if a millage plan

‘We had a super double play and
we threw out a couple runners
trying to steal.’
Mercy finished with a 8.24 over-
. all record and won a district
champlonship with wins over
Farmington Harrison and North
Farmington.

“When we ml our mis.

Stuart for six walks and two hits
en route to an eight.run inning.

Marian mustered only five moro
hits the reat of the way.

‘The Mustangs put together
threo straight hita in the fourth
inning, by Rafalski, Amanda Al-
len and Stuart, for one run, In the
sixth !nni»g. Allen and Stuart bad

hita to produce Ma.

"takes we can play with anybedy.
. Our record really {an'’t indicative
of our team,” Burgesa satd.

“I thought we played great ball
the last couple of weeks. I couldn't
be prouder of our girls. They're
winners.”

RKETYERING 11, MARIAN
3: Nothing went right for Marian
after taking a 1.0 lead on ita first
turn at bat in the opener against
Kettering.
~ The Mustangs gcored (n the top
_of the first Inningon a palr of Mu
by Suzy Michalski
+ Rafalaki, Then the Cep(alnl took
- command,

Kettering’s Amy Albery got on
‘base via an ervor to lead off the
" bottom of the first, and that was a
algn of things to come. The Cap-

' talns worked losing pitcher Judy

rian's final run of the season.

““Wo made an error on that firet
play of the game and that really
set the tons,” said Marien coach
Dave Faklenbury, “We knew they
were a tough team and we just
wanted to play the best we could. I

" thought aftor that first inning we

played fiva'good inninge.”

Marian finished the season with
an 11.23 overall record. The Mus.
tangs captured their fourth
straight district championship
last week.

“Winning the district certainly
made our season,” said Falken.
bury, whoss team entered regional
play with a four-.gama winning
streak. “We have a lot of young
players and they tend to make
mistakes. But I think the last cou-
pln"v:eckl of the season we played
well.

. CLARIFICATION

+ In Thursday's issue of the Ob.
server it should have said Redford
Union pitehorarivﬂke Bjorke got

Dave Hense} to fly out to eenur
field with two men aboard in the
scventh inning to preserve a S-1
win for the Panthers.

JOIN A GREAT
TEANM!

The Blrmingham-Bloomfisld
Bocco 'S

llog:'m Starts at 5,30 p.m.
Roger Zatxoft, 478-2400

fails today, played near perfect
baseball Saturday and won a sec-
ond straight Cless A regional
championship, beating No. 10
Brighton 1.0 in tho semifinal and
hoat Plymouth Salem 7-2 in the
champlonship.

Glenn (26-4) made two errors
on the day and allowed just three
hits to each opponent. Glenn ad-

vances to the quarterfinal Tues-
doy at Chelsea and will play the
winner from the ’l’empenmee~
Bedford regional.

“I really think this is tha best
team I've ever had,”" sald Norm
Hoenes, who haa been coaching
baseball at Glenn for 27 years.
“I've had some real good teams
but this group has more good
players on it than I've had. And
most of them aro sophomores and

Glenn next year. A computer
would eventually determine
whélilxer the twins play at Canton
or

“If 1 were their parents and our
programs were shutting down, I
would move," Hoenes said.
“Those kids are too good to sit.”

Salem will vouch for that. Bry-
an Besco, a dart-throwing left-
hander, overpowered the Rocks
batters, allowing three hits and

juniors (incl six sth L It
would just be a crying shame if we
lose our program and can't keep
this group together.”

Ironically, two of the juniors
who did most of the damage
ogainst Salem in the champion.
ship game, twins Derek and Bry.
en Besco, could end up playing
for the Rocks next year. The
Beaco family hes hinted that it
would move into the Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools dis-
trict if there are no sports at

ShaerCKS frompaée ic

striking out seven, Both runs were
unearned. He ia now 8-1 on the
year with an eye-popping
strikeout-to-walk ratio of 94-18.

Then there was brother Derek.
All he did was change the entire
course of the game with one awing
of his bat in the first inning.

Some background, please: Sa.
lem hes been one of the hottest
teams in the state the past few
weeks. After starting out 6-9, the
Rocks had won 16 of their last 19,

including a thrilling 7-6 victory ™
over No. 8 Ann Arbor Ploneer in e
the regional sem

They had touched Bryan Bewo i
for a run without the afd of hit in
the top of first and had Mike
Marsella on the mound, fresh off’>
his no-hit performance againsti’
L;\lmnh Franklin in the district ﬂ»

n -
‘The Rocks, to say the th.
wers flying hldz

Enter Derck Besco: Mamlla M
walked the first two batters, but
he slapped two quick strikes on”¢
Besco. He then buzzed Besco with!:
a high inside fastball on the 0.2’
pitch. Salem coach John Gravlin
and Marsella both figured Besco™
was ripe for an outside brealdn;“
bal), Wrong.

What he got was a split:!
fingored fastball that just lpun"
out over the plate, which Besco
promptiy sent flying over the 355-
foot marker in left-center field, -

; [

Hicks was coming to bat — the
same guy who went 5-for-7 in the
dlstrlct tournament a weck carli-

He had grounded out to second
twice catlier; this time ho hit the
ball on the nose. But it went
straight to center ficldor Jason
Shallow. He threw to Johns near
the mound, and Johns relayed to
catcher Tom Humbert, who
tagged out Brusscau to complete
the inning-ending double play.

In retrospect, it might be said
that Hicks hit the ball too hard.
Brusseau broke toward home on
the drive; by the time he back.
tracked and tagged up, the Ma-
rauders had a shot at him,

CC scored first, getting two
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FOR TICKETS i
CALL 25-TIGER |-

i

OR ANY F==asawvam. LOCATION &
[CLUDIN( JONY HOUSE A

T o WACROOE R

_(DETROIT ﬁ TIGERS 1

runs courtesy of Dave Susalla’s
RBI triple and Eric Justice’s RBI
sacrifice fly.

In Carlson's third, Taylor
opened with a single and Hum.
bert walked. Shallow tried to sac-
rifice, but Paluk's throw to third
was low, an error that loaded the
bases with none out.

Scott Swearengen followed with
a grounder to Justice, who got the
force at second, one run ecoring.
Paluk then fanned Eric Cddwnll.

leaving runners at the corners
with two down.

He couldn't ecxtricate himself
from the jam, however. He walked
Johns to reload the bases, then
uncorked a wild pitch. Humbert
scored, and when Hicks’ throw to
Paluk at the plate got past him,
Swearengen came home with the
go-ahead run.

Paluk was relieved by Susalla
to start the fourth, and the junior
lef-hender was uuperb He did

not allow a run in the final l’our
innings, giving up three hits but
no walks, striking out eight.

Too late, though. Slankster got:
CC's second hit leading off the
seventh, and he eventually
reached third, But that's where he'
stayed, as Gutt fanned to end the'

8,
gmé:c concluded its season at 27
10, while Carlson, fifth in the
Huron League, improved to 19- 9
with the wiu

ki opened .
the game with en !nﬁeld. aingle :
anda moved to second in a bunt,

Troy Premier Soccer Association ;
(313) 524-0170 .
Open Tryouts - 1993 Season - Little Caesar's ;
Division Team Contact Dates Time Place |
Boys 13%  Lightning Roger Vetteraino  6/29 6:00 Boulan |
879-1336 6/30 6:00 School
Strikers Howard Toben ki 6:00
637-2827
Boys 142  Power John Spreitzer 6/28 6:00. Boulan -|:
689-5896 6/29 6:00 School
Terminators  Dave Eve 6730 6:00
689-2988 n .6:00,
Boys 15/  Arsenal - Alex Alkidas * 6/25 6:00 Boulan
_ - 649-0180 6/26 10:00 Park
Drive Roger Watkins :
- 680-1439: :
Girls 13%2  Dynamite  Cal Champlné -~ &I8 600 Boulan |
: 879-0534"- S 60 1:30  Park R :
Girls 142 Forceir,‘_; . Dan Herrera Co6ns .6:00 Barnard - :
- 679- 6456 6/29 6:00 School . E
Girls 15%  Sting Dick Young 630 6:00 Bamard |:
School :|:
Thunder Paul Gorishek . 6/22 6:00 Boulan - :|:
689-7223 . . U 6:00 Bamard .|.
School |
Girls 1642 Challenge!s " Dick Marx 6/30 - 6:00 Boulan [
528-2732, - School f:
Girls 174 Chargers  Ted Lindstrom 6/16° r“ 6:00 Boulan : :
Tt T e19-8344 1, (T 620 O 400 Park
Girls 19%2  Vipers - John Jackson 617 % . 6:00 Boulan B
: . 641-7936 6/18" "7 6:00 Park 3




