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Chung makes her mark
in man’s world of TV news

By Suzanne GIUl an would be in that job in my UWe-  self full time to “Eye to Eye,” ber
Last month, while Connle Chung  time"” third prime-time serles, Chung of-
was readying ber lntest prime-time ~ Why not? “Because it's been such  fers a response that Indlcates how

much more she values the week.
night anchor job.

I know (CBS Newa management)
to0 well,” she says with a laugh,
“They would never have sald. ‘But
you don’t have to do the other pro-

Dews magazine show, “Eye to Eye
With Connle Chung,” for its Thurs.
day, June 17, debut, CBS News pres-
Ident ‘Eric Ober madeher an offer
she couldn’t refuse; a position as co-
anchor of the network's weekday

a2 maledominated profession, and
because the evenlng news anchor
job bas always been (held by) men,
and even though women bave Infil.
trated in great numbers over the
past 20 years, It just didn't scem as

“Evening News"” program, She now  if there would be a crack. gram anymore because we know
works side by eide with Dan Rather “I'm a little pessimistic that way, you would be working too hard! I
and Is only the second woman In TV I think " Just know them! It would never oc-

cur to them, I knew it was my re.
sponsibillty. I had signed on to do
the program, and I knew It wouldn't
go away.”" .

hiztory to hold a weeknight co-an-
chor spot. (Barbara Walters was
Harry Reasoner’s partner at NBC
for two uneasy years In the 1970s.)

Perhaps Chung finds
more becoming than cyﬂpmcumm
certainly has the quallfications for

"I was shocked,” Chung says, "I
really was,

“Actually, the ‘Evening News' job
really is an offer I could never
refuse, I have to admit it's what I've
been working for for 24 years, Wal-
ter Cronkite Is someone T watched
ever since I was little and it was
sort of an impossible dream.

“I didn't think that anyone would
replace Walter in the first place, he
was just an institution. But then
agaln, as I got Into the business, I
could see it was something I could
work toward. But I honestly didn't
think that it would happen. I've al-
ways said that I didn't think a wom-

the top anchor job, as she Is quick to
polnt out, reciting a litany of experi-
ence In weekend, morning and late
evening slots, It's the “same desk,
same chalr,"” she polnts out, adding
“and I've been substituting for Dan
80 very much.”

In other words, ske’s earned the
Job, yet the real test of her theory
will come when the 8l-year-old
Rather retires and management
determine whether to Jet Chung be-
come the first woman to go solo in
the top job In her field.

For her part, It's clear enough
where Chung wants to be, Asked if
she considered turning down the co-
anchor spat in favor of devoting her-

THER

S

Acior and ari colfecior Viicent Price
bought his first piece, a Rembrandt eich.

ing. when he was (2 yeurs old. His al-
lowance at the time was $.50 per week.

The first lady who worked to “beauti-
fy America,” is profited in the one-hour
documentary “A Life: The Story of
Lady Bird Johnson,” airing Friday, June
18. on most PBS affilintes. The pro-
gram comblines phologrmphs from the
Lyndon Baincs Johnson Presidential
Library with interviews of family

bers, friends, poraries and
Lady Bird herself 1o provide an intimare
portrzit of the hardworking wilc of the
Iate president, Shown here as a child in
rutal Texas, Lady Bird championed
many causes during the LBJ sdministra-
tion, including the Head Stast program.




