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Plymouth Acclaim has all you

‘re driving for: Style, comfort and plenty

of features that complement a spacious interlor. And best of all, now,

it's a drive within your reach.

* Automatic Transmission + Air Conditioning * AM/FM 4-Speaker Stereo
* Speed Control » Driver’s Airbag** » Rear Window Defroster

* Tinted

Glass » Tilt Steering .

Bring the coupon below to your dealer and you'll see more than a

little green.

wear your scat belt.
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See Your Southeast Michigan Chrysler-Plymouth Dealer Today.
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Size up a field like this,
and favorites multiply

By Terry Jacoby
Sports Writer

There Is no question golfers llke
the ottention from knowledgeable
g0IF fans In Southeastern Michigan.
Most of them also enjoy playing the
‘Tournament Players Club of Michl-
gan in Dearborn,

Actunlly, there are more than 1 mll-
lion rensons why the top senlor golf-
ers In the world are in Dearborn this
week, And wo are talking about the
$1,200,000 purse, the second largest
officlal moncy purse in Sonior PG
‘Tour history. !

The winner will walk away with
$180,000 and the runner-up will
pocket $103,000,

That's why Nicklaus, Trevino,
Floyd, Welskopf, Palmer and Ro-
driguez are all meeting at one of
Michigan's finest golf fecillties.

So what does the erystal ball say
about this year's tournament? Who
is the favorite to win the 1993 Senlor
Players Champlonship and take
home that big check?

A number of golfers in the fleld
of 78 have a shot at walking away
with the big money.

LET'S START with defending

champion Dave Stockton,

“(Jim) Albus and 1 are the only
two who know wa can win on that
golf course," Stockton said prior to
the start of last month’s Bell Atlan-
tic Classle. .

I've been ploying well thls year.
1 feel from tee to green, my game
18 at its best its ever been."

He played well enough to win the
Muratec Reunion pro-am [n Aprii-
and heading into this month's play
was the tour's top blrdle leader with
150, .

Stockton's charge past J.C. Snead
{ust yearat the TPC of Michigan was
a memorable one for the 5l-year-old
Callfornlan, He nalted a 40-foot birdle
putt at the 17th hole to cut Snead's
lead 10 two strokes.

Then came the great comeback of
Stockton ~ or downfall of Snead de-
pending on how you viewed it.

Stockton birdled the 18th hole white
Snead ended with a double-bogey for
a rare three-stroke swing. The win
was Stockton’s frst litle in more than
a decade and he has been playing
well ever since.

THROUGH HIS flrst 13 events,
Slockton was third on the money list
with more than $330,000 in prize
money.

Albus, winner of the 1991 Senior
Ployers Champlonship, has also been
on & roll since he won the title. Win-
ning at the TPC appears to change
people’s lives,

Albus, who was 93th on the money
list in 1890 with only $14,433, rock-
eted up to 20th on the maney list af-
ter winnlng $301,406. And he proved
‘91 was no Nuke when he won $404,633
In 1992,

This year he won the GTE Sun-
coast Classic and s currently 12th
on the money list.

Albus obvicusly likes the TPC of

* Mlchlgan.

“I fee! very comfortable there,”

Tourney favorites: Jack Nicklaus and Lee Trevino are al-

ways among the contenders at a Senior Tour event.

TPC of Michigan despite not win-
ning, including Snead whose 65 dur-
Ing last year's first round Is a course
record,

AND WHAT about Jack Nicklaus?

“Jack is one of the favorites in any
tournament he enters,’ Stockton
said, And when Nicklaus {s on, he
yenr but has pleyed the course since
it first opened in 1691. He has a dis.
tinet dvantage considering he de-
signed the course.

Nicklaus was struggling earlier In
the month. Followlng a poor show.
ing at the Bell Attantic Classte In late
May, Nicklaus finlshed with o score
of 288, 24 strokes off the poce, at the
Memorial Tournament.

To win at the TPC takes both skill
and intelligence. And compared to

other courses on the Senlor Tour, the .

TPC of Michigan Is a long course
which requires the big drive as well
as a strong short game.

Which brings us to Raymond
Floyd,

Floyd, who |s among the top 10 an
the money llst despite only playing
half of the Senior Tour events, Is al-
ways a threat to win a tournoment
— whatever tour he I8 playing.

Last year an the Senlor Tour,
Floyd was among the_best in both
driving distance {273.4 yards) and hit.
ting greens in regulation (77.8 per-
cent),

‘This year, Floyd leads the tour In
total driving and greens in reguln-
tion, He Is second overall statistically
to Isao Aokl, another golfer with a
shot at the TPC trophy.

Meanwhile, Floyd has played In
Just four PGA tournaments through
May, Playing both tours Is something
he doesn’t want to continue dotng.

Ford takes over as

such abig show in the middle of Dear-
born, . -
‘The stars are back In alignment

- now as Ford has taken over spon-

sorship dutles for this year'a event,

makes our lnvolvemefg veory appro

dous positive impact it has on the
local community.”

This year's tournamant will bene-
Nt the Henry Ford Health Syatem,
Oakwood Health Services, Beaumont

Involvement,” sald Gilmour. “We be-
. e

are certainly glad Floyd is playlng
In Dearborn this week.

Anotherfavorite hastobe BobChar
les. The former bank telter from Car
terton, New Zealond has been cash-
Ing some blg checks since Joining the
Senfor Tour. His win last month ot
the Bell Atlantlc Classie was his 20th
senfor win as he became the first
player to earn over $4 milllon in ca.
reer Senlor Tour earnings.

He also finished first In the Doug.
Sanders Celebrity Classic in March
and was third ot the Senlor Com-
memorallve earlier this month.

He also hos an Impressive track
record at the TPC of Michigan. In
1991, he fnished second to Albus.
Lost year, he ended up seventh af-
ter a hot start in which he shot n 67
the Nrst day and a 60 the second doy.

Michigan natlve Mike Hill, the
leader of this year's moncy list, is
also playing some excellent golf. Hill,
who was second last year in scoring
average, has won twice this year. He.
finished tied for 12th place at last
year's Senior Players Championship.

Al Gelberger, who finished 16th a
year ago at the TPC of Michigan, is
having 8 much better year in 1992.
The California natlve has won two
tournaments this year, is third sta-
tistically on the tour and fifth on the
money list.

AND LET'S not forget about Lee
Trevino, The fan favorite has played
well the past two years at the TPC
of Michigan and would like to add
the Seniar Players Champlonship to
his already long and tmpressive win
lst.

Senior Tour newcomer Tom
Welskopf has not won a tournament,
but is playing well and is quite capae
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Fuord Divislon, Lincoln-Mercury DI
vislon, Ford Parts and Service Divi-
ston, Truck Oparations and Climato
Control Divislon will all participate

nament.
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