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Amile's Army: The legendary Arnold Palmer remains a
favorite among golf fans wherever he goes.

Chi Chi, Senior
help needy kids

By Jeff Barr

What do you get when you mix a - group which coordinates the logls- *

retlred Texas dentist, some dedi.
cated Senlor Tour golfers, and needy
chlldren in metropolitan areas near
all Senlor Tour events?
How about a reason to smlle?
In fact, you get thousands of rea-
‘sons — one for every amile that will
reccive free dental attention from
the Senior Tour Children’s Dental
<Clinle this year,
- Dr. Richard Garza, & retired den-
“tist who used to treat needy children
<In his Austin, Texas ellnic, also had
-one very famous patient antong his
-cllentele,
. His name was Chi Chi Rodriguez.
T Both Rodriguez and Garzn were
‘passionate in thelr efforts to help
-needy chlldren, and Garza men-
tioned a dream he had.
. His dream was to create a mobite
-dental clinle that would travel with
-the Senior Tour, providing free den-
tal care to underprivileged chitdren.

WELL, THAT 48-foot, state-of-the-
art moblle clinfe that will be in full
operation at Southlend Center in Tay-
lor June 21, 22 and 23 is no dream.

The trailer began traveling with
the Senfor Tour last season, and it
wlil be In town when the Senlor Tour-
nament Players Champlonship
comes to the TPC of Michigan.

Eighteen area dentlsts have vol-
unteered to work half-day shifts, pro-
viding free care for a projected 120
needy chlldren in the Detroit Metro-
politan are

David Cobb. president-elect of the

Dearborn-Outer Drive Kiwanis, the

ties of the moblle clinle’s stop at

Southtand, hopes to reach as many _

chlldren ns possible.

“‘We helped 03 kids last year, nnd
our goof Is to reach 120 this year,
Cobb sald:

Besides lining up the 18 dentists
tovolunteer, the Klwanis also helped
find the patients. Children found by
Heod Start, the Boy Scouts, the Sal-
vation Army, and an interdenomina-
tional church group will recelve care
when the moblle clinlc stops Down-
river.

PDURING THE three days of each
stop, dentists provide everything
from checkups to oral surgery. Each
child recelves an exam, fluoride treat-
ments, X-roys and whatever dental
care is needed.

Corporate sponsors of the trailer
include the Rouse Co., Promn Den-
tal, Royal Chairs, Alr Techniques,
Kavo and others. Roadway Express
donntes its services by haullng the
dental unit from place to place, stor-
ing [t between elinies and even wash-
ing it.

There are small perks to being a
volunteer, like free tickets to the golf
tournament and golf shirts embroi-
dered with the clinle's logo, but that
Isn’t why the Kiwanls, the dentists
or anyone else assoclnted with the
clinle donates thelr time.

“They come because they want to
do their part to help kids,” Cobb said.

. “Finding voluntcers Is no problem

atall.

Crowds still follow favorites '-

By Terry Jacoby
Sporta Writer

" can't belfeve this, I've got Ar-
nold Palmer behind me and Jack
Nicklaus in front of me. There may
ot be enough room for my gallery.”
— Dave Stockion on his first round
teo time In last month's Bell Atlan-
te Classic,

Ford Senlor Playcrs Chnmplon:hlp |
director Brlan Goin reports that'
ticket soles are up for this week's
stop on the Senior Tour at the TPC
of Michigan In Dearborn. More peo-
ple means larger galleries ond you
can be sure thero will be a lot of folks

He has won 10 Senior Tour events

since Joining [n 1080, His last came ~

in 1888 when he won the Crestar Clas-
sle.

Although he has not won a tourna-
ment in five years, fans stlil chase
Palmer around the golf course and
around the tour. Known by name as
“'Arnie’s Army," this large group of
people still like to watch the 84-year-
old Wake Farest University gradu.
ate stroll around a golf course. And
it doesn't matter where he is on the
leader board,

PALMER FINISHED tied for 35th
pluce at last year's Senlor Players
and Is looklng for-

we'll call these guys,“the xallery
boys.”

So whe s actually In this ellte
group?

Let's begin with a man who has
his own battallon of fans —Arnold
Palmer,

Palmer (Irst Joined the PGA tour
back In 1855. A native of Latrobe,
Pennsylvania, Palmer was ltked im-
mediately. He was handsome, polite
and glving.

And he was good,

Twice named PGA player of the
year, Palmer first won in 1855 when
he finished Nrst at the Canadian
Open. His final PGA tour victory
came in 1973 when he won the Bob
Hope Desert Classic. In hetween,
Palmer won 08 times for a total of
60 tour wins.

Tour
smile

“Sometimes finding the patients s
more difficult than lining up volun-
teers.”

GARZA TRAVELS with the cllnic,
but he relies on groups llke the Ki-
wanis and local dentists to organize
each stop.

Dr. Gary Zeraghen and Dr. Robert
Cording are two of the arca dentists
who will make sure everything runs
as smoothly 8 a shiny, clean tooth,

At the free clinics, Garza and the
rest of the dentlsts are often looking
into mouths which have never been
examined by a dentist before.

“That's what maokes this such o
gratifying cvent,"” Cobbsald. “These
kids need the care, and the dentlsts
make sure they have a positive ex-
perlence.”

Garza already has made his
dream come true, but he's not done
yet.

TIERE ARE 18 cllnlcs planned for
1993 and he hopes to eventunlly have
a second trailer that will enable him
to conduct 20-25 clinlcs o year.

Senior Tour players have become
Just as excited about the project as
Garza is.

Some of the players Involved Ine
clude Rodriguez, Dave Stockton,
Michigan notive Mike Hlll, George
Archer, Al Gelberger, Jim Albus,
Jim Ferree, Bob Murphy and ath-
ers.

Anyone intercsted in making a tax-
deductible donation to the dental
clinlc can send it to Christina's Smite
Inc., 11910 Brookwood Rond, Austin,
Texas 78750,

wnrd to toking another swing at the
very difficult TPC of Michigan
course.

“Considering the importance of the
totrnoment, the caliber of the golf
course and the strength of the fleld,
I have always considered my victo
rles in the Senlor Players Champl-
onship at Canterbury Golf Club as
two of the most important in my sen-
{or carcer,” Palmer said,

Other golfers, as well os his many
fans, would like to se¢ Palmer in the
hunt for ancther titte.

“1 think it would be a great thing
for the game and for the Senjor Tour
if Palmer wnn," sald Stockton, thls

‘TPC of Michigan. *He Is ane of those
guys you always root for.”

ANOTHER POPULAR memberof
the “gallery boys” Is Chi Chl Ro-
driguez. A native of Bayamon,
Puerto Rlco, Rodriguez is as well
known now for his great sense of hu-
mor and good nature as ke is for his
abllity to make birdies.

When Rodrlguez drills a putt it’s
a big deal, But when he drills a put
and then acts as if his putter is a
sword, then it's a real big deal for
the crowd. A regular sword-swing-
ing solree, 1F you will.

When Chi Chi I3 playing, the gal-
lery Is usually smiling. In part be.
cause he never takes the game too
seriously,

“1 stlll have a tot of fun out here,”
said Rodriguez as he put on his cont
fotlowing an 18-hole pro-am in
Malvern, Pennsylvania prior to Jast
month's Bell Atlantic Classlc.

““To win the Senlor Players Cham.
plonship, you've got to have o great
deat of skill and [nteillgence,” he
said.

And what about the mental side
of golf?

[ don’t know anything about that,
T Just walk up and hit the ball and
go find it and hit it agaln," he said,
smlling.
always seems to have

year's at the

a good time.

HIAVING A GOOD time {8 also the
trademark of Lee Trevino, known as
the “*Merry Mex."”

Like Patmer and Roﬂrlgum.
Trevino too has a large number off
fans watching him do his thing.
Trevino is one of the most recognize
able figures in all of sports.

A great success on tha PGA tour,
‘Trevino has been one of the Senlor’
Tour's top players since he joined .
In 1689. For the second time in three'.
years, Trevino was the top money
winner on the tour in 1992.

Could this be his year?

1 feel llke the TPC of Michigan
is to my liking and I'm looking for-
ward (o thls year's tournament,”
Trevino sald.

HE REALIZES WITH success
comes attention. And Lee Trevino -
celves plenly of attention.

“I'm fortunate in what I do,”
‘Trevino sald prior to the start arlns_l_‘
month’s Bell Atlantic Classle. “If you «
ask any celebrity where they are .
most uncomfortable, it's slgning auto- "
graphs. The ones thot annoy you are |
the ones with no pen and paper. But -
1 don't mind, If they don't ask, that
means § haven't accomplished any-
thing.”
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