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" Ir. ‘all depends on how you look at

’ \’ou could argue that Dave Stocks
ton played four rounds of excellent
;’nll‘ — including a four-under-par 68
an the final day of last year's Mazda
Efresenls the Senior Players Chum-

* pionship — to win the titte with an

1l-under 277.

+ Or you could go for the jugular and
say, “Man J.C. Sncad choked big
time.™
+ Fans (that's short for fanatics, re-
fnémber} being what they are use-
aly opt far the latter.

* 1f.Snead didn’t actually choke, he
sure had trouble breathlng on the fate-
fut final hole of last year's event.

- SIE WAS LEADING Stockten by
1wo strokes as the duo approached
the't8th tee and afl he had to do was
pur.the relatively harmtess hole for
lhc_‘mn.

- His drive, however, landed in the
:wamp and for all we know the ball,
ulofg with Snead's dreams of vic-
tory. Is still lying there wedged un-
der a cattail.
¢ Snead ended up with a double bo-
f¢s.0n 18 and had to settle for shar-
Ing_ second-place money with Lee
Teevino one stroke behind Stockton.

i The media tservants of the fanat.
les? remember) subtly surrounded
Sncad in the locker room and asked
vompassionate questions like, *'Did
you gel a little nervous out there,

ca!ly wasn't nervous. ! wasa't
even thinking about it,"" Snead
clulmed at the time. 1 just pulled
it to the lel. [ didn't get it up in the
air-and | didn't hit it straight. If it
hud been anyplace to the right, I'd
Ve been OK."
“IT WASN'T, And while the word
*choke™ never leR his lips, Socad
admitted feeling a bit crunched in
crunch time,

*“That was the biggest disappoint.
ment ! ever had,” he sald. *1 rolled
over and died (of asphyxintion?)
when | had a chance to win. 1t's like
having two shets on the foul line at

. the end of a game and shooting two
-amballs,"
.«_.Snead‘s willingness to fuce the mu-

ey,

sic and his abvious disappointment
forced the welves to back off a bit.

As time has passed. Snead has
thaught & 1ot about what happened
and, with his big chance to make
amends rapldly approaching, he is
asked about it all the tme,

“Have you ever wrecked o car and
then asked, *Why did that happen to
me?" That's the way I felt after lest
year's tosrnament and I still feel that
way,” he said. “It was not a good
experience.

Loaking for ledemptlon. J C. Snead enters the Semors Players (" i
bad finish in 1992 when he lost a two-stroke lead on the final and tied forsecand place mstead

1 DON'T FEEL llke I choked. 1
think 1 relaxed too much on the final
hote, | was real nervous at the 17th
hole and 1 did OK there and § headed
tothe 18th tee refaxed, but I serewed
up. 1 hit a bad shot,

“If 1 had hit it solid, it would have
been a perfect tee shot. You know
I\Ivrhnt they say about *If.* Hey, that's

o

While C'est La Vie Snead waxed
philosophlical about the loss, Stock-
ton dipped Into a little psychology

His win in ’91 made Albus

a regular on Senior Tour

~orekar two of its three win-

it Dearborn’s Senior Tour event

like a blast from the past.
eXack Nicklaus won it the first time
earrund in 1990 in record-setting fash-

“4on.

He shot & PGA record-tying 27
under par at the Mazda Sentor TPC
at the Dearborn Country Club and
earned the biggest single-tournament
paycheck of his career.

But let’s be realistic, when you've
won as many tournaments as the
Hear, one more is just another day
at the bank,

Duave Stockton won It last year.

«  His resume doesn’t look like Nick-

Sulalis’, but then whose does?

mTUCKTDN STILL HAD won two

A Championships (1870 and 76,

—vaplulned the 1991 Ryder Cup team
{v vietory and waon nearly $2 million
uilus career when he captured last
yéur's crown.

ZBut that guy in the middle. Man.

mnln;. was special for him.

-_-_:Jlm Albus. at the time the club pro
wi the Piping Rock Country Club in
Tocust Valley, NY, shocked every-

2aone by winning the championshlp in

271901 and ali it did was alter his life-

=atytein “Hey. Ljust won the lottery™

-Louhlan

“You might say it chonged my

life." suid Albus, who has since bade
Yafewell to his days of changlng the
...Brips of the hackers at Piping Rock
« und become a fixture on the Senlor
Tour. "It really pushed me to leave
the job and do this full-time.”

The “it" Albus spoke of can be
transtated us the $130,000 check he

,-cushed after winning his first cham-
~pjonship.

1IAD A decent job." he suid.

The money was nice, but not great,

n %0 to make the kind of money { made

-. m one shot taok nway the only res-

= ervntion ¢ had about playing full-

o tine.

... “1didn't have to worry about get-

gg_n;; my kids through school any-

F

ﬁAlbus. who had made a whopplng

750 in his limited forays onto the

n-P(aA ‘Tour, didn't come to Dearborn

o with any greams of triumph. He was
& just giving It a shol.

N =" *When you're playlng, you don‘t

GO feel very
comfortable on
the TPC of Michigan
course. It really helps
me mentally to go
back there since I've
won there before. It’s
i good golf course.
You’ve got to hit the
ball and can’t fake it.
Several of the holes
are pretty demanding.
In fact, the course
might be the most
demanding we have all
year, which is what
you neced for a major
championship.99

— Jim Albus

think about that sort of thing." he
said. *'I didn't know if 1 was golng
to stay at the club or not. 1 just sort
of huppened.”

Albus played 37 senior tourna-
nients last year, plucing in the top
10 seven times, His best finish was
a second ot the Northville Long Is.
lund Classic and he wound up win-
ming $404,693.

TIHIS YEAR, HE picked up his sec-
ond career victory with o win at the
GTE Suncoast Classic in February
and he's hanging around the top 10
money winners so far,

But that's not to shy he's been con.
verted from u tifelong duffer to a star
just by virtue of ene championship.

1 wouldn't say I'm playing a lot
better now than before [ started play-
ing full-time,” he sald. **1 expected
to do better playing cvery week and
working on my own golf Instead of
worrying about anyene else’s.”

Albus also claims his game today
isn’t murkedly difTerent from whant
it was, say, 20 ycars ago.

*There's not that much difference
between 50 and 30 in golf,” sald Al.
bus, who is 53. “What you lose in
power, you plek up in smarts and
you don't lose too much In terms of

abillty. y

“THESE GUYSSTILL do well and
they're still fun to wateh.”

Which explains the success of the
Senior Tour and Its attructiveness to
u guy lke Albus, who finds more
time on his hands as his chlldren
grow and leave home.

“When you look at it, it's a natu-
ral thing for success." he said. “1
thought ali along it would do well,
but nothing like whot it's been.

“The guys are taking better care
of themselves and taking it more se-
riously because they're playing for
o lot of money.

*I some of these guys were play-
Ing all the time on the regular tour,
they would still be doing well be-
cuuse the difference is not that
freat.”

That’s not the case when compar-
ing most courses the Senlor Tour vis-
its and the TPC of Michigan.

Dearborn is dlfferent.

“1 LIKED TIlE course from the
beginning,” Albus said. “You con't
gel by with just good putting, you've
ot to do everything else,

“Some courses, If you putt real
well, you're golng (o win, That's not
truc up there,"”

Which means big hitters ke the
muscular 0-2 Albus can shine.

*The strength of my game is driv.
ing the ball,"” he said, “*On some
courses. that's not a big deal. but
Dearborn is a good, honest deiving
course.” :

And, like course deslgner Nicklaus
intended, it forces players to play

- well — as Albus did In 1991 — to win.

*'Good players do well there,” Al-
bus sajd. *'1t's the most demanding
course we play, so the good ployers
do better.

“You may think that makes me a
fluke but, if you look, the next 10 be-
hind me were all top playérs. On a
tough course, the cream rises to the
top.”

ALBUS FINISHED Uied for 16th
last year and part of that may have
been due to Lhe pressure of being the
defending champ.

*1 was nervous both years.” he
sald, “but I was more nervous as
the-defending champion than [ was

the year before. « .

'-v'n thzs yearh

to make up /or a

to explain what happened.

1t was sort of a se)f-fulfilling proph-
ecy thing, according lo Stockton.

) spent o day and a half pumping
him up," Stockton sald, He kept talke
ing about something going wrong.
Even though he was in the lead, he
wasn't hoppy.

P

“WE WERE both under pressure,
e hadn‘t won yet and here every-
body tells you how easy it Is to win
on (he Senjor Tour. He knows now
that he screwed up.”

And so does everyone else, which
means the choker label will still be
inthe back of everyone’s mind when
Snead returns to Dearborn.

‘Gl l ave you ever

wrecked a car
and then asked, ‘Why
did that have to
hoppen to me?® That’s
the way 1 felt after
last year’s
tournament, and I still
fecl that way. It was
aot n good experience.
1 don’t feel like I
choked. I think I/
relaxed too much on
the final hole. I was
real nervous at the
17th hole and did okay
there. I headed to the
18th tec relaxed, but I
screwed up. I hit a
bad shot. Basically, 1
pulled the iron and hit
the ball with the
bottom of the club. If
1 had hit it solid it
would have been a
perfect tee shot. You
know what they say
about ‘If?* Hey, that’s
life. I do know this. I
would like to come to
the last hole at the
TPC of Michigan with
a two-stroke lead
agnin. 99

— J.C. Snead

The best way (o erase it will be
with a victory when he hops back
on the horse that threw him and that
fact has not eluded Snead.

**1 know thls, ** he sald. 1 would
like to come to the last hole at the
TPC of Michlgan with a two-stroke
lead agaln.”

THIS IS WHAT YOUR
FAMILY GETS.

This Dodge Caravan With The Family Value Package Includes
Air Conditioning At No Extra Charge, Plus:

* 3.0Liter V-6

* Automatic Transmission

* AM/FM Stereo Radio

* 7-passenger Seating

* Minivan Driver-side Airbag**

THIS IS WHAT
YOU PAY.

See Your Southeast Michigan Dodge Dealer Today.
We Know How To Help. " .
*MSRP with 24T Package and
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» Tinted Glass

« Body-side Moldings & Wheel Covers
® Front Seat Storage Drawer

* Map & Cargo Lights

* Power Steering & Brakes

tiona! 7-passenger seating. Excludes lax and
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