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Value of exec’s ethics code
may rest in its enforcement |

BY PAT MURPIY
HTAFY WRITER,

The codo of cthica unveiled by
UOokland County Executive L,
Brooks Patterson sppears to be
getling o generally warm recep-
tion, although some question
whether it will have on impact, or
how it will be enforced.

I ‘If you're going to have an e,thlc:'cbde, doit
right. Establlsh an outside body to handle com-.
plaints. Otherwise it's like the fox guarding the

chicken house.’

Commissioner Lawrence R, Pernick

Southfield Democrat

‘The executive Monday released
o five-page code of ethics covering
« wide range of activitles includ.
ing conflict of intereat, accapting
or soliciting gifts, political activi-
ty and sctting forth general stand.
ards of conduct,

It was compiled by the execu-
tive's Ethica Commission, an 11-
member advisory board cochaired
by Ockland Circuit Judge Hilde
Gage and Birmingham attorney
James M. Alexander who ia alao
chairmon of the Oakland County
Republican Party.

“We're sending a messoge,”
Patterson sald at a press confer-
ence. “We want the world — ns
well ns those affected — to know
that public officials have a higher
standard of ethics to live by,"”

Sets a tone

Patterson sald there were mo
particular problems — or con-
flicts — that prompted him to
commit to a code of ethics l’nut

political appointeca — who serve
at his pleaaure,

Other employees, including the
2,400 within the executive branch,
are also covered by the Oakland
County merit system, Patterson
sald, That system includes rules
of conduct and sanctions for any
violations,

The penalty for violating his
code of ethics, the executive aald,
will vary from simple disciplinary
action to full discharge, depend.
ing on the seriousness of the
transgression.

“I am the judge and jury on
those matters,” Patterson said.
“And at times I'll be the execu-
tioner."

Lack of a formal system for re-
porting and processing alleged
violations of Patterson’s ethics

“code 18 looked upon as a serious

flaw, according to Karen Morrill,
director of Common Cnul_e g! Mi.

November shortly after defe
D to abaTi

chg{m.l.:, ar-

Ellzabeth
“Betty” Howe.
“But I think it sets an ethical
tone for all to follow,” he said.
While the code “indirectly” af-
fects pome 2,400 county employ-

Moertlll sald she likes the idea
of the executive drafting and pro.
mulgating standards of conduct.
But its effect might be weskened,
she sald, by the Jack of rules cov.
ering how mm‘pl‘nlnu wmelﬁl b.e

ees within the branch of
government, Patterson said it has
direct application vnly to his 18

an
Another person who applauded
the concern for ethical standards

is county commissioner Lawrence
R. Pernick, D-Southfield,

What about enforcement

“I haven't soen the code,” Per.
nick sald, “Se I don't know what'e
in lt.l;eio, however, think it's a

“I believe it might be mors ef-
fective, howevar, if there were pro.
yislons for enforcement. Mr.
Pattorson was county prosecutor
long enough to realize that with-
out enforcement provisions, most
laws are ineffective, -

“If you're golug to have an eth.
{ca code, do it right. Establish an
outside body to hapdle com.
plaints, Otherwise it's like the fox
guarding the chicken house.”

Another commissioner, Mari.
lyan E. Gosling, R-Bloomfield
Hills, applauded Patterson's new
ethics code. “An ethics code is
like the Ten Commandments. It's
tht:im,. 'and you always know what

to do. .

Gosllng, who helped the county
board draft and adopt a code of
ethics in 1989, noted that overy
office in county government
scoms to have its own standards,
“The courts have thefr code and
the sheriff has his,” she aaid, “It
seems like every department has
one,’

_. we’re bringing it back. Yes, .
| Stewart Glenn is bringing back
j factory-authorized savings of 40%.:.;
» on all Pennsylvania House
Furniture. But this time the price
you see will include the sales tax!sog
?nedr?ﬁmcz, dlnlnga'l"'ooi:s, living rooms ;‘)
80 [ e, maho A
and more. ccmfomtﬁc, B
custom-tailored sofas and chairs in 4
styles you'll love. All Pennsylvania
House -all on sale. Visit us soon. But
hurry, Sale ends June 21.

“One call did it alll”

QOur free Catalog of froo and low-cost govemment
booklets will very likely impress you, too.

Mrs. Leroy Goodall of Livanla placed a classified ad for househald goods and was very pleased with tha
results, How about you? If you plan to roplace a fow things around the house, remember
1o call your Observer & Eccentric classified ad taker and

Reach Michigan's Finest Suburban Market

But first you have to get it.
Just send your name and address to:
Consumer Information Conter

Department KO
Puebio, Cotorada 81009

© JOU3 Infiniti Diviion .\‘.Z:.;
$2,100 customer cupntal contribufion a
summathon. Initial paymen

feature it d

fotor Co
s

g U.S.A, *Limited time rate of 3300 month for 30month
ital contribution, Dacke participati
3040 las at knase pigning (82,100 capital ontribmtion,

tal contribution,

We added the only standard
idn’t already have.

The Signature Lease
*300/306 months:

Limitsd tims offor,

The Infiniti’ J30" has been designed to be the
most complete huxury car in its class. With wood
trim, kather appointments, dual air bags, pawer

f automatic + ission and CD player.
All standard. With our Total Ouncrship Experience’
which includes 24-hour Roadside Assistance and a
free service loan car?* Also standard. .

Now webe done the on’y l}liny we could to

make it even more desirable. Its our Signat

Infiniti J30

on a 0330 et purt] q—l{:{h—. throwph l.fiﬁ:tdh--m . Rate hased o M. .kc.a/masa%d-n..m.,l_.
may ¢ b cout of $29. uramce, options and & ired it e rute and may be payable ot con-
S T o T4 Pl '#L“'.';.E'.«.Ef"’ o

Lease and it puts a lusurious J30
in your hands for only 8399 a
month for 30 months with
$2,100 down and a $450
acquisition fee.
It could be the start of the
Imppv’csl three years of your life.
So visit your nearest Infiniti showroom Bday
and take the J30 for a Guest Drive®

It’s everything that’s possible:

o

INFINITI.

$1842} pabs tar. ey nd
et e, e ot e

T ainte, repnsr minsps charge of $0. 15/t o milesgs over 15,0000 per poar, Lot acquivs mo cumershps FokEs

Birmingham

Fred Lavery Infiniti
525S. Hunter Blvd, 24355 Haggerty Road +
(313) 471-2220

(313) 645-5930

Novi
Infiniti of Farmington Hills




