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First love: “The Bridges of Madi-
son County,” the romantic story

. dbout a world-traveled photogra-

" pher and an Iowa farm wife, 13 the
nll-tzme favorite of readers this
summer, according to area book
sellers. /3

June judiclal races?: A state
appeals court judge in Birming-
ham last week proposed spring
Judicial elections to focus more at-
-tention on candidates forfudge
. To give us your views, call 901-
" 4723 to vote yes and 901-4724 to
;%ti’ no. Rotary dials can be used.

MALLS & MAINSTREETS

Dinosaur Invasion: Everywhere
you look, local retailers are getting
in on the Jurassic Jjunk rage. /6A

“STREET SCENE
Real problem: Andre Comeau
would rather fans farget about

MTV’s “Real World” and focus on
his “real world” that involves his
childhood friends, his Reigndance

.. bandmates and their release,
“Problem Factory.” /8A

Amazing rice: Surpnse your
friends and famil
different, a color 1, good-for-you
rice salad. /18

TrIpIe Crown: Farmington Our
Lady of Sorrows is the first CYO
.school to win boys championships
in three major sports. /1C

All-Area track: The top boys
track-and-field athletes in Ob-
serverland are recognized for their
achievements, /3C

+ SPECIAL SECTIONS

Monthly Album: It’sJune —a
traditional month for weddings.
And Michelle Castiglione an

Scott Tarmann are our cover bride
and groom.

Suoet. Blee.n‘a .
Taste, « . . .

eword .
EnurhlnmenwA-
10A
Malls. . . ....6A
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By BiLL COUTANT
BTAY? WRITER

Some residents remained skeptical,
but Farmington Hilla City Manager
Bill Coatick nsaured them that their

property will be improved by a mas-
aivo storm drain project.

. Officlels from Farmington Hills

and Oakland County explained thoe

project,” which will be built in’ twn
phascs in two. building scasons, to
about 100 residentas whose nclghbor-
hood will experienco one of the large

public works projects in the clly'n hln-

tory.

“This is not a city where we havo a
track record where we don't follow
through,” Costick said, “We have

trled to be abovn board about this,”

The $12 million Minnow Pond
Drain Project will have its biggest im.
pact on about 66 houses along Ken-
dallwood Drive. That part of the
projoct, which will be the second
plinse, will involve building an 8%-
foot diameter storm sewor beneath
Kendallwood Drive between April
and October of 1995,

Plans for the first phase will be re-
leased for bid this month with con-
struction to begin in September,
Phase two construction, which in.
cludes Kendallwood Drive, will begin
in April 0f 1994,

. 1mh¢mwmwnw

-Clty Drain will improve property

Offtclals from Farmlngwn Hills and Oakland County,
are trying to quell some residents’ apprehension over
a $12 million storm drain project, Any inconvience to
those affected will be made up with the overall im-

_ provement to theh' property, officials say,

Officials assured nuldanf.s, at the
special meoting on June 186, that the
mansged profect would be completed
in stages, minim!izing the time con-
tractora, workers, teuck traffic and
materiais would be in front of a given
ho'llx%e. st

e city Is also paying a “signing
bonua” of $1,600 for thoss residents
who negotiate and sign ! easement
agreements with the city by July 31.
The payment for the tomporary ease-
ments will be based upon square foot-
oge.

Soo DRAIN, 4A

with something

many things to many peaple. He's
tho custodian of consumer con-
cerns, a medicine man for mal-
functioning machinery. '

Ho owns Carmack Appliance in
Garden City anc hostaa cab‘l'a TV

per. .
The Farmington resident i

Guru of gadgetry

ance industry, but Gagnon's
grounded in a littlo grandeur,

I would like to be the Ralph
Neadar of the appliance industry,”
sald Gagnon, 51, “If the manufac.
turera choose to suc me over this
book, it may do just that. . ."”

Gagnon's not intimidated, He's
taken off the gloves with the
members of the applianco busi-
ness and service industry on occa-
slon.

He'a gone to Lansing and testi-
fied bofore the State Houso of

1 His efforta have

and radio ahow, “The A
and Consumer Doctor.” Along
with that, he bills himself as &
lecturer, an investigator, a colum-
nist, a consultant and an expert:
witness,

Now Gagnon's an authos.

Hia yet-to-be titled book is
ready for print. The publication
may shock the socka off the appli-

helped pass legislation to force
service companies to do business
where phone numbers are listod
in the Yellow Pages.

Expert witness

Ho’s also provided expert mu-
mony for people in court cases
where they foel they haven't been

Applzance doc operates for consumers

By LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAYP WRITER

A bueiness card from Joe Gog-
non is useless, Good for a phone
number, perbaps, but his multi-
faceted trade cannot be crammed
onto & 2 by 8% inch plece of pa.

muted fairly by service repair
mel

At the Detroit Consumer Af-
fnirs Dcpmmcnt, he's adored.

Gagnon's been a volunteer at
the office, helping write, pam.
phlets for the department on such
topics as refrigerator and dryer re-
palrandm

“He's o good guy,” said Mary
Balley, a complaint investigator
with the dopartment. “He’s gone
to court with us several times,
He's saved us many times.”

To many, though, Gegnon ia
the appliance doctor.

In addition to his own show on
WCAR-AM — for which he buys

- airtime — Gagnon is a frequent

guest on talk shows heard on
WIR and WXYT. He guides
callers through the nuta and bolts
of home ropairs nn refrigerators,
dryers and toaste:

His resonant nnrrat!vn ia folk-

8y, sounding more like he's talk-
ing to someone next to him at the
counter of a doughnut shop over a
cup of coffee and a maple glaze
than on the radic. There'a usually
8 few “chs” eprinkled in, betray-
ing his birthplace of Timmins,

Ontario.

“You have to explain to them to
pull the plug." Gagnon satd, “The
only way they're xeing tn get hurt
ia with electricity. .

No hidden ngendn

Employees at Carmack Appli-
ance & Repalr are told to dispenso
the same typa of helpful informa-
t{un. All of which bega the ques-
tion:

What'a in it for him?

“I think his motivation is just
to do good,” said State Rep. Lyn
Bankes, who's worked with Gag-

Soo DOC, 4A

School chief’s contract extended 3 years

BYBUE Buck
8TArF Warrer

In 30 seconds, the Fermingion
achool board approved on Juno 16 an

- extension of uuperinwndent Mlchnal

board member Jack Cotton and sec-
onded by board member Helen Dit-
zhazy. Both ars outgoing.
. Board member Cathy Webb said
that the bond together with Flanagan
ina clond

Flanagan's th
through the 199596 achool year.

“Further, It is understood that at
some later date, future negotiations
relative to economics may be initiat.
ed,” president Jack Inch sald.

That means that Flanagan will be
cligible for a ralse to sugment his
baso salary of $118,286,

‘The motion to ‘oxtend was made by

soanion Fob. 17, It's &

M ‘We'll consider a salary -

increase Iater this yoar.’
Catr}?r Webb

board member

keep Flanagan's three-year oantnd

current, she said,

© “We don't talk u]ary (during the

m‘/‘a'h’xﬁtlou nulon), 'Webb uld.
0

1985, Previously he was asaistant su-
porintendent at' Huron Valley
Schools from 1877-85,

d former

1

asalary

this year, We're uxlumely plensed

with his performmu . "
d wi

He
Graham Lewls, who resigned in Juns
1889 amid lack nfeommunlty support
md

Flanagan been )!
Fnrmingwn Publlc Schooll since

ploy

rale, ¢

mo-

According to newspaper reports,
Flanagan got a new, three-year con.
tract, a pay raiss and one additional
year of retirement compensation

when he was named school superin-
tendent in 1990,

The added ynnr of nlimnont was
to compensate Flanagan for “cffi-
clently handling” both the deputy au- .
perintendent and superintendent jobs
for one year.

Flanagan had eamed $93,720 per
yoay base salary as deputy suporin-
tendent. His pay rose to $99,812 whon
he was appolnted superintendent.




