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Veterans: Clinton crossed lme on Russian visit

here are lines in the sand that

wo don't always know are there. |

For Vietnam voterans, President
Bill Clinton croased one when he went
to Russia to protest the war, just as
Jane Fonda did whon ahe traveled to
Hanol.

That's what a group of veterans from
suburban Detroit catied to toll mo aftor
& recent column about Clinton'a draft
status during the Vietnam War,

The column lamented that Clinton
was booed when he spoke at the Viot-
nam Memorial in Washington. My
contention was that it's time to put all
that to rest. I'll stick by it.

But most Vietnam veterans who
called can't forget. Their contontion
ian’t that Clinton was in a draft lottery

and got out of going to Vietnam, but

Privatize high school sports and save academics -

ost homeowners are continu.

olly bombarded during school

millage campaigns by state- I
mentsa that the fate of western civiliza-
tion depends on the millage proposal
being approved and the high achool
sports program being continued,

In many cases, the millages are re-
jected — sometimes by large margins
— because of the community’s demo-
graphics. About 70 percent to 76 per-
cent of households in most suburbs
don't have kids in achool, Of tho re-
maining few, only a small percontage
have sons or daughters in varsity ath-
letic programs.

Some school officials have comment-
ed privately to journalists that the
aports program is vital to only & few
boys who otherwise would drop out.

Frankly, it's bad policy to spend big
general fund bucks for a program that
is used by only a handful of people.

But if the sporta program is that

valuable to parents and student ath-

Teacher unions not corrupt
but they need to be curbed

Can the N

thathe wcnt to Russia to protest the
war, He crossed tho line and picked up
a case of the Fonda syndrome.

“That's whore thsy wore making the
guns to shoot at us,” one angered vetor-
an said.

1t's hard to argue with that. Moat
Vietnam voterans who called sald they
understood somebody getting out of
going, but couldn’t forgive folks like
Clinwn or Fonda who visited the enc-
my's camp, ;

But that's only one of the lines in
sand created by the Vietnam war, an
those lines linger as baby boomors
move into middle age.

There was the lasue of who went and
who didn’t go.

It waa best said by Farmington Hills

attorney Richard Krandle, 68, a World

letes, here ia a simplo proposal that
should be supported by the entire com-

- munity and school officiale: Privatize

the sports programs and let the partici-
pants and thoir parents pay all the ex-
penses,

For example, most suburbs have a
Little League or Youth Athletic Asso-
ciation that sponsors football, base-
ball, softball and hockoy wnma for
bayn and girls,

Lot those groups expand their pro-
grams to include varsity competition
for high school athletes and charge the
participants for the expenses.

The beauty of this concept is that it
eliminates those big bucks from the
school board budget while still offering
opportunities for athletes,

If the concept is supported, local
teama should retain their school nick-
name.

Nothing else would be changed on
the field of competition.

The only difference is that a private

War Il veteran,

ly nobody from the Bloom-
ﬁelds were caluultiel Hawaver, De-
troit, Taylor, Wi

mo that on retumning homu from Viet-
nam he was met at M&txﬂ ﬁ!rport by
" fn o All-Amerl

Dearborn and even Livonia boys paid
the price. Anybody who opposed that

. conflict was in the i)

Krandle cuts to the heut of the mat.

*ter. It waa the rich kids who didn’t

have to go, while the middle class and
poor couldn't buy their way out by
goling to college or going into the Na-
tional Guard

And yeah, thnre were a lot more
blacks and southemers who ended up

in Vietnam than kids from Detroit's
“There were noriots on college cam- | suburbs,
puses after 1969 use Nixon No, it wasn’t fair. lt was tragic that

promised there would be no draft for
college men. I romember reading the

obituary notices in the newspapers,

group would be offering the p

these guys were over represented, but it
really is time to move on.
It's hard though. One veteran told

tain the state tournament system for
_major sports.

Ifthe spcr'.a cnmmunlty is right in
saying that the private athletic associ-
ations are growing annually, then their
taking over the hlgh school varsity pro.
gram should.

middle finger greeting. -

That's the sort of thing that burma
into the brain of a 20 year old who has
just spent a year being shot at, It's the-
reason he docan't forget and the reasontini
he can't accept Clinton as president. It™ ,.
could have been Clinton extending that
special greeting.

It’s no wonder Vietnam veterans
can:t forget. And it's too bad we all
can’t,

ikl

Jeff Countas ia the editor of the Plym-
outh and Canton Observer Newspapers
who was lucky not to have to go to Viet
nam, but didn't visit Russia.

giveita try?

After all, employers interviewing
high school students for joba don't
want better football or basketball play-
erd. They want employees who can
communicate verbally and«in writing,

Thie fnnnclnl quon was learned
years ago by many municipal govern.
ments who stopped subsidizing locnl
recreation programs by raising users’
fees. If participants resiated the higher
fees, then city officials concluded that

the public schools, which would set tho
standards and conditions under a
binding written agreement.

Somo districts have privatized their
bus and food programs to offer the ser-
vices at a lower cost and eliminate a
general fund subsidy,

Hopefully, if the same is dono for
athletics, therc would be continued
support from the Michigan High
School Athletic Association to main.

the program wasn't that valuable in
the first place.

Telephone companies also learned
the financial facts of life in revising
their charges so that services are paid
for by the users and not subsidized by
others,

It’s time that achoo! boards get
smart and learn that there are different
ways to provide popular but Jimited-
use non-academic programs, Why not

golve problems and work to-
gether as a group.

‘While sports helps students leamn
some gkills used in later life, there are
chfnper ways to achieve the same re-
sulta

At least privatizing sports pmgrnms
would ullminnte the "'we've got to have
sporta” argument in future millage
campaigns.

Leonard Poger is editor of the Garden
Clty und Westland Observer & Eccen-

ric Toleavea for

him, dial 953-2107.
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l sit ponslblo” Cnn such things bo"

be as corrupt as Forbes Muxuzmn portroys
it in the June 7 edition — with the cover picture
of an apple with a yucky worm crawling out?
Forbes brands NEA president Keith Geiger,
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY/JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

and

technically etill on leave as a Livonia math
teacher, and his team the “Michigan Mafia.” It
qunws a Michlgun Bource as cnlllng NI EA the

" fail
note it came from a leadér of Michigan’s rellg-
ious right.

Forbes accused NEA, parent of the MEA and
nearly all local teachers unions, of “left-wing
looneyism" and described it as a political su-
perpower. It noted MEA has a subsidiary that
solls health insurance to schoo! districts —
whether they want that brand or not,

1 asked two prominent state Republicans if
they hed read the article,

_GOP chair Dave Doyle liked the way Forbes
detailed how NEA spends vast sums on one
party. He said the GOP has “strong differences”
with MEA. But when I asked him flat out if
MEA is “evil,"” he ducked. Later he said MEA
“worked well with the governor on Propdsal A,”
the failed June 2 school tax measure.

Gov. John Engler likewise refused to throw
mud at MEA, Although it never has supported
his candidacies, he said he had received support
from many individual educators, MEA fought
his 1992 Proposal C property tax cut, but En-
gler added MEA “wotked hard to pass Proposal
A and did everything they said they would do. "

~Inside Michigan Politics, Bill Ballengor's
nawsletter, aurveyed political watchers on the
best and worst lobbies in Lansing for ita May 24
edlition

4 MEA mnked No 5 on the good list, behlnd

. the Chamb over 1 Con

shitant Sarvlcos, Pub[lc Affairs Association,
Jimmy Karoub'a firm, and well ahead of the
"Prial Lawyers and the AFL-CIO.

¢ On tho bad list MEA was No. 4 behind Noble

heder, Jimmy Karoub and the Chamber. So in
Qeiger's homo state, the teachers union is
npwhero near as formidablo as Forbos paints it.

! Readers know I'm no big fan of the teachors
upicn. but one muat be fair:

# Forbes plays dirty when it linke tho rise of
taacher unjonism with declining teat scores, It
hints at a cause-and-effect rolationship, but
never even tries to prove it.

W Forbes exaggerates the toachers union's .
strength, at loast in Michigan. Laat August, for
examplo, MEA batted zero for five in trying to
nominate candidates at the Democratic State
Convention. The UAW, AFSCME and AFL-_.
CIO still run Dnmocmtlc politics with an iron
hand.

M Forbes’ own agenda is extromely consorva-
tive: tho voucher system, a pet project of the
teligioua right, and “right to work” laws, a Dixie
darling. My guess is that 80 percent of M!chi-
ganians don't t buy either notion. _ .

B Forbes brands NEA president
Kelth Gelger, technically still on
leava as a Livonla math teacher,
and his team the “Michigan
Mafla.” It quotes a Michigan
source as calllng NEA the “Na-
tional Extortion Assoclation,”
falling to note it came from a
leader of Michigan's religlous
right. . . It noted MEA has a sub-
sldiary that sells health Insur-
ance to school districts —
whether they want that brand or
not.

8 Forbes plays dirty by comparing average
teachers’ salaries in a district to average local
wages. Whoa! Someone with a master's degree
in science deserves a bit more than a canning
plant worker.

A more valid way to show the unlun (] nvance
would be to the
wnch:ma salaries to the increase in gross domen-

product.

lf NEAIMEA ia no hobgoblin, it doea deserve
to be curbed.

First, under my government, no momber of an
MEA affiliate could be a public school board or
public college trusteo until five yoars aftor leav-
ing achool omployment. Yes, teachers unions
have captured many achool boards and do bar-
gain on both sides of the table.

. Second, wo should heed Engler and make
school districts put out health insurance for
compotitive bidding rather than letting MEA
force schools to deal with its subsidiary.

Thivrd, teachors uniona donate to one pasty
although 40 percent of their members vote the
other way. Curbing NEA/MEA would bo a ma-
jor campaign reform.

Tim Richard reports regularly on the local im-
plications of state and regional events. His office
_phone is (313) 849-1700,

DETROIT COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
LACROSSE DAY CAMP

featuring

Princeton University
Head Coach
Bill Tierney

at

Detroit Country Day School
Thirteen Mile & Lahser Road Campus

A WEEK-LONG LACROSSE DAY CAMP

FOR AGES 8-17
BEGINNERS THRU EXPERIENCED

Staff of TOP Division callege players from around the country
offers each camper the best in individual and team mstmcnon.

MONDAY, JUNE 28 - FRIDAY, JULY 2, 1993
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM daily i

$ l 65 tncludes camp T-shirt and swimming . f

Please contact:

Brad Gilman, Upper School Dlrector
Detroit Country Day School
22305 West Thirteen Mile Road
Birmingham, MI

646-7717

Johns Hopkins University

Head Coach
Tony Seaman
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