doesn't compete with featured art
works,

Mixing art and craft items has
been a Mullaly tademark - even
downstate where the fine ant gallery
atmosphere prevailed, he says.

“Being an artist myself, L have a
very deep appreciation for the
creativity and workmanship evident in
a piece of art - whether iv's a painting
or a clay picce. And not all the work
in my gallery is profound art - some
are very affordable handmade pieces
that are beautiful,”

Creating art in several media,
Mullaly paints in oil and temper, he
also does calligraphy (which comes in
handy when making disptay Iabels),
makes jewelry, throws and pinches
pots, is interested in metalsmithing
and printmaking, He's continually
taking classes to Jeam more,

*I wanted a gallery ndjacent to my
studio to serve as a showcase for my
own work as well as for others'," be
says,

Most of the paintings are from
Michigan artists, while craft items are
from astisans all over the country, "I
attend the American Craft Council's
exhibition in Baltmore and buy a lot
there,” be comments, “Also, I had
cartons and cartons of things I'd been
collecting just for a gallery somewhere
up north.”

Bill Mullaly is always Interested
in sceing new work by artists, "T
wanted to be able to show anything
that was deserving to show,” be says
while chatting about his philosophy
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’ State park, ferry docks and 3 blocks from shopping area .
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automobile now, he says, as he can
walk to just about cverything he needs
in downtown Elk Rapids. His wife,
Barbara, needs one to commiute to her
job at Grand Traverse Resort in
nearby Acme, Barbara also supervises
the gallery operation,

Open year ‘round, Mullaly's 128
Studio and Gallery recenily hosted an
exhibition of works by area school

hildren, partly to sh their
work, partly to draw their parents into
the gallery, .

*Word of mouth advertising helps
a lot," he says, "but we need to let
more local people know we're here,”

As the story of the town draws

FINE ARTS AND CRAFTS— Mulloly's 128 Studio ond Gallery camles high quality
Hems ranging from contomporary glass fe finely wrought melal pleces.

more Ters off the main highway
and into bayside attractions, crowds
are bound to wander up and down
River Street, shopping and perhaps
dropping by the bakery just down the
street, where coffee and fresh from the

& CONVENTION SOOTHING...

CENTER

and art gallery experiences. store”, Finding a sound, one-story . o

~ His work, tight, highly building that was once bank, Mullaly ~ ©ven treats await, Don't miss the
representational in many cases, has designed o complete renovation Gitted muffins and date-filled cooldes.
won awards in state shows and is in exactly to his needs. Pesbaps they'll find their way -
several collections, When not talking "From the time I found the across a footbridge to the town's
with customers, be works on & building until we opened on Memorist  Library, situated on what at first seems
several-foot-long painting of a main Day 1992, was about four years," he an istand until one reatizes there's also
strect in upper New York state, " comments. "I tried to do some of the adriveway from the harbor-side road.
guess I've been drawn to downtowns work myself, but found that I needed From the glassed-in porch overlooking
for a long time," he reflects, belp to meet my deadlines.” Grand Traverse Bay, one can read,

That feeling was emphasized as That deadtine included retirement view the calming water, and enjoy
he attended seminarg on different from his “real” job as a designer fora what is probably the most uniquely
types of entreprencurship, primarily major auto maker, His early training in placed library along Michigan's
very small retall businesses, He architecture helped him create a model westem shoreline, It's quaint and
leamned that a trend of retumning to of the final design used for the rather wonderful - just like the town
Small Town, U.S.A. was growing - gallery-living space, itself,
where proprietors lived "above the There's harily a need foran Please Turn To Page 17
~
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