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Seniors want new county exec to acknowlege them

BY RALPH R, ECHTINAW
STAFY WRITER

There's a good reason why the
24 mombers of Oakland County’s
Senlor Citizens Advisory Council
are cager to be given a mission,
mandate, or even just a pat on the
back from County Executive L.,
Brooke Patterson.

“We don'’t have all the time in
the world,”" sald member Leroy
Wheatloy, o Birmingham resi.

dent. .

Formed by former county exec.
utive Dan Murphy in 1987, the
council is supposed to collect, col-
{ate ond germinate ideas regard.
ing how county government poli-
cies might account for and/or help
Ounkland's 118,000 seniors,

However, some council mem-
bers aro nearly convinced that
Patterson opposes their work,
“We've got a new county cxecu-
tive, and he doesn't like us,” said
first vice chairman Leo Mahany
at the group's monthly meeting

Monday.

“Maybe this council should be
reporting to the county commia.
sion and not the executive,”
‘Whentley anid.

Chalrwoman Rosemary Clark, a

Bloomfleld Township resident, la
more tactful, “We haven't had a
strong mandate from (Potterson)
yat, but we feel very confident
that he will endorse {the council).
We're just rot top priority, and
that's understandable.”

Not enough time

Patterson sald Tuesday that he
in fact does support the work of
the council, “Anytime we can get
input from en affected group it
will help us keep in sync with the
people wo're trying to serve,” he
sald. .

So why hasn't Patterson told
the council members he supporta
them? “I just haven't had time,
frankly,”

Patterson sald he intends to
ngk the county board of commia.
sloners to update the senior advi-
sory council and see that the six
empty scats are filled. (Two of
those empty seata ore in the dis-
tricts of commissioners Lawrence
Pernick, D-Southfield, and Kevin
Miltner, R-Keego Hatbor.)

Commissioner Marilyn Gosl-
ing, R-Bloomfield Hills, e senior
citizen herself, called the senior
council “a vigorous group of peo-

ple whose talents are not being
used. They haven't quite known
what thoy were there for, They've
been kind of in limbo.”

Sald Clark: “We'd like more
pota on the back than we've been
getting.”

Second vice chairman Lou
Kondur, a West Bloomfield
Township inhebitant, eald the

council ropresents a wealth of In- -

formation and wisdom that coun-
ty governmont officials could be
tapping into. “We apeak and we
think from our hearts and we're
sincere In what wo say,” he sald.
“And we’re cxperts in our com-
munities,” Clark ndded,

Wanna be a member?

ous programs. A good program in
Rochester, for example, might be
duplicated in Farmlington. But
without the. intoraction on the
council, Rochester and Farming-
ton senior organizations might
never have contact. with each
other. .
Among the council’s chief con-
corns is tho dire economic circum-
stances some senior citizens are
mired in, On Monday the mem-
bers discussed the pleas for help
and funding they heard at o re-
cent public hearing of the Michi-
gan Office of Service to the Aging.
“When you listen to these peo-
ple It will tear you epart. That

_could be us very easily if we had

some’ reverse in our life,” sald
Kondur, who was particularly
moved by the testimony of a man
with Alzhelmer's discase.

Councll member Patricie
Somerville, a Rachester Hilia res-
ident, 2aid ahe has seen senlora In
the supermarket put two of three
potatoes back because they
couldn't afford them all.

Taxes are too high

Everyons lamented the foct
that atate and foderal contribu-
tions to-senlor ald programs la
drying up with no end in sight
while taxes move in the other di-

any more money from enybody,”

eaid Mah:

any. .

thleld representative Gor-

Soul
ald Kubn said, “All of us aze up -
to here with taxes and millages’
and everything that takes a buck -
out of our o

Tho senior council, on the other
hend, doesn't take a buck out of
snyone’s pocket. With a budget of |,
zero and members who work for
froe, the cost of running the coun--*
cil amounts to a fow hours of elec-:
tric lighting in the county bulld-s
ing when mestings occur, & pot of::
county coffee and the
takes a secretary to type up the

Folks 4 in b i
members of the council, or speak.
ing out on eome issue, or making
n suggestion may call Clark at
626-1359, One of the require-
ments for membership is that you
be up on all the senior-atd activi-
ties In your community.

‘Thie is important, Clark said,
becouse council members can
share information about how sen-
ior organizations in thoir reapec.
tive communities run their vari-
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enjoyment.
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