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" Badgers capture crown -

edthe”

o Farmi Badgera 79

‘Western Suburban Soccer League Divislon

Il slrla under-14 championship with a 6-0-

2 recol

Melkd Zlngjur and Erica Rice split the goalkeop-
ing duties and shared a stingy, 1.12 goale-ngainst
average, Tho Badgers had fine defensive play from
sweeper Jennifor Geigor, stopper Kelly Wachsberg

. and outsido fullbacks Meaghan Degrave and

Meghann Houser.

F‘Amlngton alao had a potent offense, scoring 36

B!

“Wi n had tremendous support from our half-
backs,” coach Bill Green said. “Erica Dyke, Ange-
line Lundbom and Andrea Georgo provided us
with superior midficld control while Stephanie
Unger and Anna Casadel contributed to our out-
side play.”

The forward line of Lix Blanchfield, Annie How-
ard and Ava Lala gave tho Badgers eubstantial
striker power, Greon sald.

Len Rice scrvod as assistant coach. Speclal-em-
phasia conching was provided by Tom Faro (of-
fenso) and Sarah Green {(goalkeeping).

All-Catholic baseball

our bers of Redford Catholic Central's
F bascball team wero named to the all-Catho-

lic Leaguo team: soniors Brian Paluk and
Jeff Gutt, and juniors Juan Sanchez and Mtke
Brusscau.

Paluk was CC's top pitcher. A right-hander, he
finiahed with a 10-3 record and a 1.30 earned run
averago. He led the Shamrocks In innings pitched
(80%) and'strikoouts (109); he allowed 15 carned
runs on 56 hits and 29 walka,

Gutt was a Shamrock surprise, Cut from the
team as 4 junlor, he emerged as CC's top hitter,
batting .323. A loft-ficlder, ho had seven doubles, a
triple and 17 runs batted in., .

Sanchez split timo between catcher and right
ficld, batting .321 with 23 RBI. Brusseau playsd

. second base and led off, batting .313 and scoring s
team-best 33 runs.

New basketball coach
‘adonna University men's basketball
m coach BIll Sharpe haa found an assist.
ant: Jim Acho, n Redford Catholic Con-
tral gradunte and alumnus of St. Francie College
of Fort Waymo, Ind., where he.was tenm captain
last year. Acho ms!dcs in Funnlngton Hills,

colleglate honor roll

eff Paluk, o junior right-handed pitcher for
Saginaw Valley Stato from Plymouth (Sa-
lem H8), was henored as co-recipient of d:u

Coaches Award this past scason.

. Pal uk.wbowalﬁﬁwithals’loamedmnavulh .

age and 53 etrikeouts in 59% innings, shared tha
award with shortatop Mike Bloomfleld, The Car-
dinals were 24-20,

M A pair of former Western Lakos Actlvitics Asso- -

‘clation standouts wero aclected to the all-Great
08 I giato Athletic Confe 'a second
team In baseball.

Senior Joe Ransley, an outficlder for Hilladale-
College from Livonia (Franklin), and sophomore
Gary Devino, an outficlder for Wayne State from
Farmington (Harrison) — both also adept football
players — were honored. Dovine, who has a 3,17
grade-point average in criminal fustice, was a
firat-t ternle select]

College hoop signing
olid fundamentals mwade Dana Wade a
needed assot for the Siena Helghts College
women’a basketball team, which recently
“aigned the former Farmington Hills Mercy cager.
‘Wade, an honorable mention all-Catholic X
League player, averaged seven pointa and eight re-

bounds a game for the Marlins, Her robounding
ability and hard-work ethlc made hor an attractive
prospect.

Academlc/athleilc stars

K‘mh“ 4, a saph thied &

for Michigan Stats from Plymouth (Farm-
all-Big Ten 1 toam, d has

HER
Home-plate collislon: NFWB Mickey Mantle catcher Aamn Lawson tumbles backward when a

Canton player runs into hlm at home plate Thursday

The South Farmington Sox ran

" ‘their first-place record to 9-1 in tho

. Little Cassars Baseball Federat!

Sendy Koufax Dlvinion ‘wm: a 68

ﬂeld Cobm ra.l.ﬂed ﬁom ag-0 daﬂclt
to defenl h Canto

victory over host Bl ‘Thurs-

day.

Five pitchers took a turn on the
mound, with Wea Cornwell shutting
down tho opposition the last 1'4 inn-

inga,

He entered with two out and the
bases loaded in the hottom of the
sixth and ended the Blrmingham
threat with a strikeout, Comwell re-
tired the sido in order in the seventh,

C.J. Ghannam hit a two.run dou-
ble, and Jerry Yatooma also had two

. RBI with & double and groundout.

Michael Books had two hita for the
Sox. Greg Call and Ghannem are the
leading hitters overall,

Other membera of the South Farm.
ington team are Tommy Mondoux,
John Daguanno, Chuck Archambeau,
Charlio Jasger, Paul Mitcholl, Chris
Pleso, Scott Trico and Kyle Zajdel.

“They're a good bunch of kids, but

the problem Is they play to the level
of the competition,” Sox assistant
coach Jerry Yntooma sald.

“They really get fired up if they go
on the fiold and seo a team, If
thoy ace a team thoy think they can
beat, they lay down a little bit.”

The Sox are managed by Richard
Daguanno, and ths other coaches are
Steve Zajdel and Chris Ghannam.

B NFWB MICKEY MANTLE
The North Farmington-West Bloom-

-7 ina Lmla Caeurs Basgeball Fed-: r0

eration game.
ake Lawson was the winning
pltcher despite giving up seven runa
on six hita and seven walks through
four innings, He struck out six.
Darin. Glasser pitched three inn-
ings of hitlesa relief to shut the door
on Canton. He atruck out four and

none. Lo T
Brian Holzheimer and Ben Moeller

haa two hita aplece for the Cabras, 5-
;u!;:lthe league, Mark Castor had two

B AMERICAN LEQION

Farmington Post 348 won its fifth
consacutive game without a loss
Waednesday 7-8 over hoat Aubum
Hills American Legion.

Post 848 led 7-0 after 1% innings
and then held on to take the victory
despite making alx errors. Farming-
ton outhit Aubura Hills 10-5.

Mike Samolin pitched four innings
to get the win, though be allowed five
runs on four hits and three walks.

After a brief appearance by Joo
Poscl in rolief, Ron Salomonson
worked the final 2% innings to earn &
save, He gave up only one hit and
held Auburn Hills scoreless. -

Farmington acored twice [n the first
inning on a bases-loaded walk to Jeff
Benitanda catcher s lnurfmnce rule

South Sox in league lead

"BASEBALL '

ing with Randy Nnu.mn.nn at bat and ..
the basea loaded.

Andy Sill hit a leadoff hnmar in the
five-run second. Paul Roma hit a two-
run single, and two runs scored on er-

ra.
Brock Goff of Farmington Hills was

3-for-4 and acored two runs,

B PEE WEE REESE

‘The North Farmington-West Bloom-
field Cobras continue to bowl over tho
LCBF Pee Weo Reese competition,
winning three games last week torun
thelr record to 12-1. .

The Cobras needed enn innings
for a come-from-beohind, 10- 9 win over
Waterford.

They trailed 9-5 in the last inning
but tied the score with Ryan Modi-
ca's two-out, two-run double.

Mike Gleeson retired the side in
the top of the eighth and became the
winning pitcher,

In the bottom of that inning, Mike
Sopo walked, stole two bases and
acored the winning run on Adam Fa.
zlo's eingle.

Dave Lusky had three hits and Rob
Sparks provided lhonrmlddlu‘mllnf

pitching.
Gleeson and Lusky comblnod ona
-hitter in a 14-1 rout of Weat-
land, Sopo had eight stolen bases and
Josh Gad-Harfthree hits, -

Lusky had five hites to pace NFWB
to a 15-4 win over Southgate, Glecson
had threo hits, Including a pair of
doubles, and Fazio a home run, Mel-

woud four runa,

By Bm EMONS .
BrAry Warr

Mark Rutherford dido't mind a
kiss from his older sister Lynne fol--
lowing his performance 'I'hnm!w at

_Tiger Stadium,

The pltcher/infielder fmn Livonia’
"Churchill had quite e day at the 12th
annual Michigan High Schoo! Baso.
ball Coaches Association East-West
All-Star Game,

.Rutherford was votsd East feain
“most valuable player despits a 7-6.
!ou In 10 innlags to the Weat squad.

Grand Ledge's Pat O'KMfa m tha
Weut MVP) -

The only four: w atarter .
‘play at Churcbm “High™ School,'
Rutherford made his frst trip ta d: :
old ballpark a memorablacne.:

-Among his contributions, hei
R Drew walks Ini his first two trips
the plate, including:-one after falling

1hehind 0-and-2 in the count against °
Mi ‘s Mr. Bassball, right-hand-
ed fireballer Jason Middlebrook, who . ~
is headed for Stanford after recently’

tumning down a $300,000 offer from
the New York Mets.
B Made a diving stab of a plexdng
line drive off the bat of Tom Homy

(Saginaw Nouvel), tuming it into'a

* double pluy {n the third inning.
0 Cams through with a c]uk:h two-
run single in the seventh inning to

a hit in his three-inning stint and was
within one out of becoming the win.
ning plh:har in the .bottom ‘of . the

before dhum struck the East
squad.

With two outs and tbu bases emp-
ty, the East made three consecutive
errors, all mt{ne plays. The West
leureduunandwan itin the 10th on
an RBI single by Ismael Castellon
(Lansing Everett) after Stave Uganski
(Jenison) reached second on another
East outfield error,

Redford Catholic Central’s Brian
Paluk, who relieved Rutherford in the
10th, was charged with the loss,

“It felt nice out on the mound,”
Rutherford said, “I was ablo to hit
the epots and things worked out well,
‘then we kind of fell apart.

‘ “But f.hey mndo some good playa
‘behind me, too,

Fivo East errors told the story the
of the ballgame, but the memory of
playing in a major leagus stadium
won't be forgotten for quite sometime,

“The adrenalin was pumping at the
start, but you had to realizs it was a
game,” Rutherford said. “You get
used to it after awhile, It was a great
place to play and 8 zood way to end a
high school career.”

Plymouth Salem first bassman
Clurlia Winstel alao wuld brag about
his performance.

‘The lanky | TeR-hander collected &
pair of ainglés, while reaching bass
safely three times in four trips to the
plate. He singled and scored a run in
tho East’s five:run seventh, which
helped erase a 6-1 deficit,

In my mind, Charlie was second
in line for MVP,” sald Salem coach
John Gravlin, an Eaat asaistant. “He
had two bass hits, two good pickupa
a?d mado- three great defensive
plays” . 8

W '

Soo ALL-STARS, 2C

LaPointe steps down as Canton coach

ington Hilll Mcn:y HS), wan nuncd ta the .

BYDANO'MBARA
Mbcr ope season as Plymouth Canton varsity .

a3 E?n g;lllmulluvn grade-point nvmsu witha mqiur
In

B Tho University of Michigan honored 174 of ita
student-athletes with Athlotic-Acadomic Achieve.

mantAwnrdn including a fow from Observerland. .

Amongthnna lauded: Matt Smith, n member of
- the track team from Westland (Red.fmd Bishop'

Bomu HB); Erica Zonder, a golfer from Farming- -

ton Hills (th Farmington HB); Rodney West-

: lake, another membar of the track team from Livo-
ala (Stevenson HB8); Mark Temple, a baseball
player from Farmington Hills (North Farming. -

ton); Kerry Sayers, a softball player from Farming- |
tie Knipper, a swimmer -

ton Hilla (Mercy H8); Ka

from Farmington Hitls (Mercy HS); and Kathleen

Berrigan, ; softball player from Pamington Hills
Hi

‘(Mercy
] Jnﬂ' ‘Bellslo, a sophomore at Wayno State from

Canton (Salem HS), was an honorable mention
*soloction to the GLIAC'S all-academic baseball
‘team. A pltcher, Belisle posted a 8.6 mdc polnb

basoball coack, Mark LaPointa has resigned to de.
vote his attention to porsonal matters.

LaPolnte had taken a team that was 8.12 a year
ago and tumod it around in just one season: The
Chicfs won the Wostern Lakea Activitles Assocla. ;.

tlon title and finlehed 2212 I
" Tho auccess In baseball provided a soothing di- .

veraion for LaPolnts ‘during a difficult time in his.
family llfe while h6 and his wife went through n
divorco, ho said.

“Although I'm putting it down boeuule of my
personal 1ifo, baseball also helped me with my
sonal difficulties,” the 42-year-old LaPulnte uld. u

*““It's some thing,I knew would come sooner ur ¢
tater, but It was coming sooner than I

. causs of things In my porsonal life. Tha only regre! t

1 havo'Is leuv!ng the kids and not being at '.ha“

" field.”

. With thn‘hlgh school season over and tl:u Connlo :

cause of his chudmn —_— !.l -year-old Joseph and 9-
{zabath. -

yeaz-old El
“Bue to the fact my children’s family structure is

changing, it's necessary to spend mors time with-

them,” LaPointe sald, adding they would have
been apart again
Connfe Mack toam to Pcnnuylvunln fora hmnm
ment.

“Tho kdds would lmve had to uuy with nlutlvu.

but they've dons enough of that. I could have sent ~

thu team to Butler without me and resumed run.

g the team later, but I'm the kind of person .-
) whol either going to run it or not run it.”

LaPointe Indicated the streas of that situation
-end other things had led him to make his doclalon.

He submitted lﬂl resignation to Plymouth.- Can.
ton Athletic Director Paul Cummings on'Juns 18,
- LaPolnte had coached ths Connie Mack team for
the last flve yoars, but will leave that role to former

Canton player Jason Crain,
“It was not something I had planned nn," he -

said. “A number of things had happened.
“I came home and the yard g‘:.: kneo doe

grass, The eaves trough was overfiowing with thoss

last weekend If he had taken the .

"'l'huy'xv golng thmusﬁ a touxh ﬂme and they
need mo, Evorything had built up and I said ‘La-
Polnte, you-don't need to do this anymore. You
don't need to provn mythln; to anynna .You don’t
need this”"

LaPointe, who tenches at Central Middle School

had assisted former coach Fred Crissey for 17 years
and had been the Canton junior vnnlty coach for

0 Ho bocanie the varsity ecu‘-‘h
l'olIowLng the 1892 season.” .
"Bomn mlght “You gnt your hlx break

and now you're uwt[nz out? But I've been with the
program {or 18 years, so lt‘l not liks I'm getting out

sl ofasudden. -

', “Clreumstances are forclng me to'do what I'm
dalnp. It's just tl:u nlu.w.lou and I have no conh'ol
over it right now.”

LaPointa eaid ho will continue to coach at t.hn

- middle school level if the district has sporta in the
couhl.ng

oomlnryw He hopea to mhxmtovan
in the fuf 4

“I blvu to walt until tha situation in my hmn
1ife settlea dm (His children) ) need a_sottling
ing to try

nvouxnwlth amqlor in secounting. - « “:Mack summer- soason’ getting startod, LaPoln u‘a helicopter things, T looked at my children and. I force In thelr lives zlght’
r . > mld he had w monlldot hla role In céachln[ bo- hnd.u'tloomthum m\lchuull. hnd - and PIWM that."
] 7 7 ¥ —y - ram— — - - 7 »




