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POINTS OF VIEW

Training must precede diversity in schools

nJune 10, I delivered the com-

mencoment addresa for the 1993

graduating class of Pontiac
Northorn High School in Oakland Uni.»
versity's pastoral Meadowbrook Pavi-
lion, The aftermoon was sunny, the

nxed to uach m utudunu the right

Or maybe the kids learned the rixht
stuff from each other.

There's nothing bettor than growing -
up together for enabling black, whlto, .

beautifully multi-racial mix of gradu-
ates and honored guosts fre and ::\l:i:: e m‘fhwc wmmg:’:‘kl:n
appreclative, I advised the graduates color, And the success of their future

that this day was far more than just
the day they would get to have their
picturea taken in ill-fitting gowns angd
weird-looking hats, It waa the day they
muat begin their serlous trok toward
further proparing themselves to con-
tributa to the betterment of the econo-
my, and also embark upon a crusade
aiz!.lnnt raciam and other dehumantstic
“jsms."

The epirited applnuue that greeted
my latter ab"rvatlnn indicated that,
despite the district's decade-long mul-
¢! mlllion-dol[u deficit, it hns man.

50s high school studies had priorities in order

In the mid-1950s I was a member of
the Roswell (New Mexico) High School
Mnxchlng Band. I played firat chair

to saxophone, The only reason I sat
ln that distinguished scat was because
the other two alto players were even
worse tha.n 1 was,

The whale bnnd for that matter, was

Eeo tty bad. Di cordant would have
n a kind wny to describe our sound.

But none of us planned musical ca-
reers. I had slfxed up for band because
it was elither that or phys od, and my
athlotic prowess was worse than my
musical ability. The same waa true for
most of my young colleagues. And wo
got, to parade on the football field dur-
ing home games, It was the 1950a and
blm was fun,

Than there was the football team,
‘There were basically two types of foot-
ball players: the brulsers, who were less
than academic geniuses but who liked
to got out on the field and kick butt,
angd the BMOCs (that stood for Big
Meu on Campus).

Tha bruisers usually had part-time*

crusado against bigotry and segrega-
tion will greatly interdepend upon thely
trek toward economic betterment, The
accomplishment of the first will facili-
tate the second, and vice-versa, Thus,
not only should we seek bettor ways to
prepare all young people for the worka.
dsy world — wo shonld nlao eontinun
to inservice ed:

This was reaffirmed in the recent

board of educatlon race in that same
district which I entered and losttoa .
more “'conservative” candidate who
wasn't even born when [ started teach.
ing. (But perhaps that's another col- - |

umn.) N Lo
In the wake of Proposal A's de[eat,
the state must preparea

a Propo
that will honor its legal and mara.l obll~ - Ac
“up'prepared to

interethnic interplay. Such inservicing
is particularly important in achool dis-
tricts which — unlike Pontiac — still
remain rnlnlly homogenous. ,

We can't lot our dlumccful failure to

jobs at filling stations and hung out at

o drive-in. The BMOCs, in eddition
to being the star quarterbacks or half-
backs or recefvers, were also the class
presidonts, the loads in tho class plays,
the preaidants of the student council

and the homecoming kings (tho coun-

temarts to the homecoming queens
who were alwaya either checrleaders or
baton twirlers).

After graduation the bruisers
dropped out of sight or turned their
part-time sorvice station jobs into full.
time jobs as mechanics, The BMOCs
and the band and cliorus members
wont to collego to study engincoring,
pre-law, teaching, physics, journalism
or geography.

High schools were not farm clubs for
colleges, which were not farm clubs for
NFL and NBA teams, And band and
chorus were not activities whose pri-
mary function was to win awards for
the schools and provide scholarships
for the participants, Not then anyway.
It was the 19506 and those extracurric-
ular activities were just fun.

1 didn’t know anyone who graduated

gation to provide full and equal educa-
tional finaneing for all public school ..
children. Until that happens, achool
provide propor financing for Michi. districts may have to request that
gan's achooln stop us from offering this lmmnn rightl groups like the Anti-Def-
1 kind of ed itizing, L ~=cue, the Race Relations
During my d.ayn 83 age [Aunt auporln- Council of Motrvpolltan Detroit, and
MOSAIC step in and offer multi-cul-

in hite
and Chrlsthn school district, Ifn\md .

out through hard experience that some
staff mombers’ noed for this training
was evon more vital than I'd imagined.

It's something many parents need, too.

M HIgh schools were not
farm clubs for colleges,
which were not farm clubs
for NFL and NBA teams. And
band and chorus were not
actlvities whose primary
function was to win awards
for the schools and provide
scholarships for the partic-
Ipants. Not then anyway. It
was the 1950s and those
extracurricular activities
wore Just fun. .

tural sensitization inservicing for free *
in light of Cho schools’ plesont insol- -
vency.

As 1 told the Pontiac graduates, “To
glve is to got” ~ something it took me

with a football echolarship and tha
only one I knew who got a band schol-
fvﬂ was — ultimate irony — mel (I
fo rfelted it after a couple of weeks in
college when I dropped out of band.)

There were no Emups calling fora
“return to basics” in the curriculum.
Our curriculum was already Emtty ba-
sle, There were drama clubs but no
drama classes, School plays were di-
rected by teachers who eoached the
drama clubs on their own time,

The school paper was put out by stu-
denta working after school witha
teacher-adviser working on her own
ti me. There were no journalism classes,

There were no full-time counselors,
no reading specialiats, no social work-
ers or media specialists, no crisis inter-
vention programs.

No aex education programs and no
concerned citizens groups demanding
that the sex ed be

- verse Pontiac Northern ngh School

nau]y 60 years myulf to eomp!auly n-,,a.

alize and undorstand. I'm willing now st
to give my time to hclp schools prwl:la‘-"
this inservi think other social ¥4%

Tt

' Earlyin u}:c?mhézcenuw.

F'wlll become as multi-ethnic as Ponﬂ- .,r.q

'Y

ac, Then allofoutchlldunwlllmw 2238
crusade against bigotry 8
end intoleranco, like the beautifully di: 2

Clau of 1993, .
Jolin Telford, & Rodlater}ﬂllamt— 6ot
nt, formerly was assistant mpcrm- 5

tent in the Rocheater school district, Hé"g!

pmnaunly was eucuhve'guzt;tor for o

Ca Ll
toni uhook To leave @ message for him>*%

froma lnuch tone phnne, dwl 853 2047‘2=

mailbox 1879,

perinwndunta threatening to shut
down all extracurricular activitics if
voters didn" tnme a tax increase
and no school candidates threat-
ening to hold their breath and turn
hllue if the superintendent dldn't re-
elgn

‘There was no teachers union urging
voters to approve higher taxes to keep
school programa intact but refusing to

e any concessions themselves to
achieve the same purpose, Teachers
didn't make a lot of money, but | it was
enough, and they enjoyed their jobs.

Students who wanted to learn got &
decent education. Those who didn’t
care fell through the cracks, and there
‘was no government commission de-
manding to know how this could have
been allowed to happen. -

It was the 19508 and everyone in-
volved w:tb the publlc school system
administrators

stopped.

There were no band parent organiza-
tions, No athletic boasters, No parent
committees drumming up support for

he news out of Ann Arbor
T was stunning. Tom Rice in
H Northvillo was elated. The
roligious right, however, didn’t seem

notice.

H My friends in the religious right,
a nickname for those who hold the
Bible is scientific as well as relig-
lous truth, insist Chatles Darwin'’s
theory of svolution Is unproven. Not
even our nation’s space shota have
shaken their beliof that the stars are
embedded in a firmament (Genesis
1: 6-8 and 14-17) rather than drift-
ingin deep gpace,’

arwin demonstrated that evolu-
tion indeed occurred, but he didn't
know how. That atep was taken by a
Catholic priest In Austria named
Grogor Mendel (1822-84), Working
in a cloister garden, Mendel gave us
the idea of genes, teonsy-weensy
units of heredity. Darwin died
"-‘(JWBSQ) without learning of Mendel's

1" Tom Rice operates the Gitfiddler
nhop on Northville's Main Street. I
ot him when I acquired my banjo.
ch summer he organizes a Folk
pnd Bluegrass Festival with somo of
¢he biggest names in the country.
. 4‘;;'5 a benefit for tho fight againat
untington’s disease.
¢ Rice's sister, Donna Jarski, died
in 1974 at 31 of Huntington's 'dis-
‘ease, an inherited, Incurable and fa-
ital disorder of tho nervous aystem
thn?. usually atrikes people botween
‘ages 30 and 50, A folk music hero,
Woody Guthrie, died of Hunting-
ton's, It affects about 30,000 Ameri-
‘cana,
! Tho acary thing about Hunting-
‘ton’s is that one porson in 12,000
‘carries the gono, but doesn't know
iwhothor it will affect his or her chil-
n. Donna's three kids don't know
'lf t.hny 're carriers.
i. The Bluegrasa Festival this year
«will be Sunday, July 265, at North-
iville's Ford Field, Watch the entar-
italnment pages for times, details
1nnd tcket | lnformluon

-m partofa alx laboratory consorti-
.um in the United States, England
'and Wales doing genetic ressarch, -

Hnnd.l(na inthe current Micblgan

.:Finding Huntington’s gene
‘more ml,racle than chance

od

achool mmnxa votes. ‘There were no su-

Questions weigh heavily
when death is at issue

t wasn't the firat time I waa forced
to put an animal to sleep. Just last
, fall our 12-ym-nld cat had fallen
11, Now it was

Meanwhile, Tlme masnzine (May
31) the “firs

on
to cure a diseaza by gene tharapy
Cure!

It seems they can insert gencs
into bables to treat genetic diseases,
but now they’re talking about re-
placing defective genos with benefi-
clal genes, .

There are religlous footnotea to
this tale. According to the Michigan
Alumnus magazine, “Some sclen-
tists think that eome of the Salem
;iu:hpu may have suffered from

g

umnus Fi-
nally Snare Elusive Huntington’s y
Gene.” Qut of 100,000 genes in the Laurie Jaraki, Donna's college
human body, they spotted the one student daughter, recalls that the

that causes Huntington's. It was
“the most difficult gene hunt yet,”
said Francia C, Collins, the interna-

- tionally famed leader of the U-M

team.
“It's a great relief,” said Rice,
Probable result: Scientists will be
able to pmdlct the onset of Hunt-
ington's — *we'll be looking into a
crystal ball with clarity never before
pmwded * said Collins,

onset of her mother’s illness started

. in her 208, and that people at first
thought Donna was mentally ill.
Donna’s father died of a similar dis-
order that people associated with
the devil, It was all genetic.

wiil th‘l; be enough to shnka tha
B ¢ out of bad:
Darwin, valutl 2

and

Gingsr. our 20-year-old Golden Re-
triaver, That's right, a record-setting
age, according to our Southfield veteri-

narian,

Like with the cat, Ginger was ill. But
her ilness was progressive, and T had a
choice: I could wait, letting her lingor

. and progresaively become worse, or I

could end her ordeal quickly,

It wasn't pretty. She had difficulty in
hearing that started years ago. Several
weeka ago, she wont blind. Then came
failure to eat, followed by failure to
drink, The vet advised that her breath
indicated something going sour inter-

nally.

Still, I could hava waited. Some peo-
plede, 'the vet added. But a good life
deserves a good death, I reasoned, and
I wished dignity for hcr Even dogs
have that right,

The decision wasn’t immediate.
There was a two-week intorval between
asscasments at the clinic. It was a dif-
ficult choice for me and our trusted

inulnf.lng on the scientific status for

creationiam? Let us pray it does,

Stunning news: While a gene for Huntington’s disease has
been identified, the cure has yet to be found, and Tom Rice

funds for research.

in Northville is orgamzlng a Blue Grass concert to raise

"

who really was counseling
me as much as treating the dog.

Yet there was an intense sense of
loss and guilt after it was over. [ won-

. dered if that was what it felt like to

have an abortion or assist in a suicide,
and asked myself if there was some-
thing more I could have done,
The answers were obvious, but my
* personal situation — and a letter from

nnd arents — seemed to have their
g:nnlleu gntty much in order. What
ppened

.Im:k Gladden isa copy edntor for the

as Dr. Death for his assisted suicides.
Does he truly provide counseling as he
says he does? Is he quall.ﬁcd to make
judgments on a person's level of
heaith and quality of life?

I remember my mother, who died of
cancer, at home, nearly 20 years ago.
She had become so ill, 8o paralyzed,
that the only t.hlngn she still had con.
trol over moving were her nlwm ex-
pmnlva eyes and eyebrowa,

Does a good life warrant a good death
with dignity for people, too, and how h
can that be achieved? Anotherdoubt
surfaced as I recalled my mother's
death, something that had provided
more relief than sorrow for the family.
But had she committed suicide, would
we still havn had a chance for the final

“I love you" that ended a mother-
gaug}hwr struggle of some yoars dura-

on' -

Now the answers are becoming a lit.2
tlo loss clear cut.
And for those of. fyou who by now are
d, I '.Imt thereis no

a Livonia reader — made mo

anda

ny beliefs on abortion and assisted
suicide a little moroe critically.

Tho reader nsked v;hy. E the pro-

human life. But wbnumr it's havinga 7
dog put to sleep. hnvlnxnn abortion or
in an assisted suicide, .

choico d ita
name, it didn’t support measures to al-
low womon access to information about
abortion alternatives and a timo delay
to think about an irrevocablo proce-
dure. The pro-choico movement doca
support women making choices, but it
opposcs waiting periods as an unwar-
ranted delay that could provent some
womon from having abortions.

Ultimately, the question is: Does
anyono have the right to interveno in a
personal, private matter?

That question ia repeated as mem-
bers of the medical and legal establish-
ments don't quite know whattodo ..
with Dr. Jack Kevorkian, also known

the decision is not to be made lightly,
without thought to consoquences, |
Juat as my veterinarian helped me ,
make my cholce, it s0omsa that some
kind of counseling is appropriate when
considering such matters. Othu :c,
westomn civilization would rogre
without mgm’d for the mqiuty of life.

Reaching a declsion ought not be
murderous.

Sandra Armbruster is editorial page
coonima!orfnr Observer & Eccentric
leavea for.
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To
her, dial 953-2140.



