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Future festivals
Bring heritage up to date

e haven’t actually seen the bumper
stickers yet, but we're sure it’s just a
matter of time:

I SURVIVED THE FARMING-
TON FOUNDERS FESTIVAL!

Some sharp busineas peraon really should
have that message printed up on stickers and
sell them at this yeer's Founders Festival.

We're sure they'd be showing up on the
bumpers of hundreds of area cars and pickup
trucks that carried folks to and from the big
event of the Farmington summer — the Foun-
dors Festival.

The 1993 edllwn of tho Founders Fesuvnl -
that old dt mer
hogms Sunday, July ll. wlf.h a anily Dny

with ) i

ton Hills’ Heritage Park.

And then, for one frantlc week, July 12-18,
the festival will rage through the streets and
parking lots of downtown Farmington and envie
rons.

From parades to pugeants, from craft shows
to coney dogs, the Farmington Founders Feati-
val has just about everything a small-town
shindig should have — except perhaps an ex-
cess of parking spaces,

Now, let us emphasize that we don't mean to
be facetious about our festival.

The event was a great idea when it was inau-
gurated in 1964, I’s still a good idea in 1993, It
was (and is) an attempt to graft an economic
event onto a strong aense of community.

And we're happy to note that Farmington
Hills — the eggwhite that surrounds the yolk
that is Farmington — is more involved in the
festival this year,

‘We mentioned that the event opens with the

Family Day in the Hills’ Heritage Park. In fact,
the 1993 Founders Festival honors Farmington
Hills, which became a city 20 years old.

We'd like to see even more Hills involvement
in future festivals, Remember the good old days
when the featival rodeo was held in a field at
Farmington Road and 12 Mile? And how about
those fireworks at 0CC-Orchard Ridge?

Well, maybe a rodeo is no longer practical,
but what ever happened to the fireworka? The
festiva! poobahs should look into reinstating
the pyrotechnics. Please don't give us any lines
about liability. N are full of loeati
where fireworks are set off around the Fourth of
July. Why not here?

Finally, let us not forget the founders in the
festival. After all, the onmnul mtent was to
honor the ’s past as Michigan’s first
Quaker But, with hi:
commercinlism, it's easy for the historical flavor
to fade.

What could be done is to have people working
the festival dress in the costume of 169 years
ago — the time of Arthur Power, Farmington's
first founder. That would lend some authentici-
ty to the event.

Farmington officials dressed in period cos-
tume to celebrate the community's 126th anni-
versary last year — and according to most ac-
counts had a great time doing it.

And don’t forget the museum — officially the
Gov. Warner Mansion — on Grand River a bit
northwest of downtown. It will be apen Friday
and Saturdey, July 16-17.

‘We think it would be fitting if our arca’s
proud heritage would play a more central role in
the Farmington Founders Festivals of the 12~
ture.

Keep assisted suicide illegal

ollowing the events related to assisted
F suicide is much like watching a table-ten.

nis match, Once quasi-legal, the latest
call — made by the Michigan Court of Appeals
— puts doctor-assisted suicide into the “ille-
gal” column, a category in which it should stay.

Until the appeals caurt ruling a week ago, the
matter was in limbo, caught between atate legis.
lation overturned in Wayne County Circuit
Court and the start of a long process to resolve
its constitutionality in the federal court system,

‘The appeals ruling should speed up the feder-
al court route and also prevent the interpreta-
tion of legalized assisted suicide. -

We agree with Wayne County Circuit Judge
Cynthia Stephens that every person has the
right to solf-determination, though we don’t
agree that the final chofce always will be made
objectively.

How can we know if a person is frecly giving
up the right to stay alive? What if the popular
trend is to encourage those with serious dis-
enses or conditions to die quietly because it's
cheaper than paying health costs? What if cld-
erly patients opt for assisted suicide solely to
make sure they aren't burdens on their chil-
dren?

Those who are in a weak condition or whe are
depressed may not do what they want but in-
stead succumb — literally and figuratively — to
external opinions,

The U.S. Supreme Court has never ruled on
the issue of the right to dic, so great uncertainty
lies there.

Until that happens, Dr. Jack Kevorkian and
other physicians who believe as he does will
have to wait to continue their “practice.”

DNR must fund parks system

owing to political reality, if not good poli-

cy, Gov. Engler’s administration has

backed away from its plan to give away
the Pontiac State Recreation Area,

“We must intensify our efforts to sccure a
sufficient and stable funding souree for our
parks syatem," Department of Natural Re-
sources director Roland Harmes said last week-
end in Novi as he announced the atate’s deci-
sion to a gleeful Michigan United Conservation
Clubs convention.

Harmes was correct. Restoring DNR funding
is the answer. Engler’s solution to budget woes
has been to get rid of state recreational lands,
like the Rochester-Utica Recreation Aree; ne-
glect small state-forest campgrounds to a weed-

choked death; and let the rain erode o boat
launch, like Moore Lake near Milford.
Wllh urban sprawl eating up woods and

Natural state

jos th 7

unl?ss the

Safe heven: State parks could &

od
Department of Natural Resources agrees to pmper!y fund their exlstenceASupport
for the Pontiac State Recreation Arca indicates that's the tack the DNR is now

taking.

LETTERS

Making a point

am writing in regard to an article that
I appeared in the June 3 edition of your pub-
lication.
The story referenced our mstnllnllon uésul

formed perceptions. Likewise, from my experi-
ence with the board and the admintatration,
both in times of agreement and disegreement,
your label is unfounded and does not serve a
contructiove purpose. Positive change comes
through constructive criticism, not from the

ion of doubt and mistrust through mi.

Paul's Lutheran Church in F:
where a Ferris wheel malfunctioned.

While we appreciate your accurate reporting
of the fact that no one was injured, your staff
writer did omit one very important detail.

‘The reporter has assured me that the owner-
ship of the Ferris wheel was made clenr in the

sinformation and disinformation.

The position of Eduur of t.hu locul paper
confers
ty upon you. Our commumty dcservcs construc-
tive service, not destructive manipulation.

Dave York, Farmington Hills

ibili-

story, Needless to say, I was very d ed
after reading the published article.

The Ferris wheel involved in this incident is
not owned by Pugh Shows. It wus subcontru!:l-
cd from Schmidt A h
Mich.

In the interest of factural journalism and in
respect to the citics we scrvice, as well as our
clients and customers, I hercby request that
clarification be made public as scon as possible.

James K. Wegerly, vice president, Pugh
Shows, Inc.

York: What machine?

our June 24 editorial was the second time
Y that my wile's, and many other’s hard
work has been belittled and discarded by
someone’s imagined “machine.”

When I became a candidate, Judy asutomati-
cally began to do whatever was necessary, She
devoted hundreds of hours and miles making
phone calls, delivering signs and endorsement
cards, and collecting, preparing, and mailing
endorsement cards and campaign literature.

Parents Mark and Peggy Price, my campaign

ized and ran my fund-roiser on

dows to serve a
southeastern Michigan can ill afford to sce rec-
reation land put on the block,

The pmposed receiver, Huron Clmtnn Mctro-
politan Auth is an 1l but
its bag is day use — not camping or hunting,
‘The 3,700-ncred Pontiac Lake area has 176
campsites and a ahooting range as well as the
usual beach, trails and boat launch,

Michigan is lucky to have a state recreation
area like Pontiac Lake, just seven miles from
the Silverdome. We should hang onto it and all
the others.

CoMMUNITY VOICE .

QuESTION:
What do you
think about
the recent
U.S. missle
attack onira-
qi nerve cen-
tor?
tifthat’s whatit | ‘Ithinkit'srignt. | ‘Ithinkitsright. | 'It's good. The
We asked thls . | wkes., . .we | wsaway togel | Thosepeopls | plotwas to
quesi should dowhat- | those people have suffered the former presi-
Farm Hills Donut | gyer's neces- .« «(Saddam) enough (under dent, and that's
shop In Farm- 1y Husseln.’ Husseln),’ a vory serious
Ington Hills. Katle Munson Fran Wilght 0Olga Cooper | thing.'
Livonia Farmington Hills |  Farmington Hills Jack Pnzrnoln
vonla

their own, and were indispensable to Judy and
myself, speading many hours and traveling
many miles helping with the logistics of con-
tacting the dozens of people who either volun-
teered themaelves or agreed to aupport my can-
didacy in many different ways.

And then there are the individual volunteers
themselves, who each in their own way, made
important contributions that made my candida-

¢y succesaful,
1 am solely responslble for thu preparation
. nnd content of my ques-

Schoel concerns
he curriculum director of Farmington
Schools just presented the student out-
come objecnvos at the June 15 board of
education meeting.

At no time during that presentation were
reading, math, handwriting, or spelling profi-
ciency levels addressed.

It was suggested that parents who worricd
about the above academics were in the minority
and that the new objectives were what the ma-
jority wanted.

Children who have not been able to master
the basics under the present system or who re-
quite a more structured, quiet atmosphere in
order to learn are left out,

The required levels of ability in reading, writ.
ing, spelling, and arithmetic for Farmington’s
public schoo! children are nowhere near what
was necessary for their parents to master in or-
der to be promoted.,

These new student outcomes should be sec-
ondary to the basics in the primary grades, Crit-
ical thinking skills are superfluous if o child is
unable to read the actual words that are on a
page and instead guesses what the word is from
pictures,

Coopemt(vc learning is nice as long as all of
the work isn't done by the only student who can
write or spell comctly

Lifelong! is a goal to be
only when a child has a foundation to buitd
upon.

If you had the cholce would you want your
child to have his own desk and do his own work,
or sit at a round table and get the answers from

tond

KTRY

and t the nights.
l ran on my aervlcn to lhe schaol system for the
last six yeara,

Mine has been a voice for change, not for the
status quo. Mine has been a community voice,
not a voice of self or special interest.

1 identificd ond will pursite my understand-
ing of the total community perspective and my
recommendations on how to respond to that
perspective,

And if nothing else, my work on district com-
mittees has illustrated that I listen to others, I *
give duc consideration to their views, and as the
merits of the argument determine, ! modify my
position or agree to disagree and abide by the
ultimate outcome of the process.

‘To package and label me differently prior to
my even taking office is baseless and only
serves to reinforce disgruntied and/or misin-

else’s paper?

Are you doing all of the math drills or is that
taken care of in class? Arc spelling and punclu-
ation mi: 1 (and ined when
thcy are incorrect), or does that impede the cre-
ative flow of ideas?

Are you surprised when substandard work is
not returned to be redone, but instead highly
praised?

-Until the board hears of dissatisfaction from
more people, it will continue on its course —
away from actual academics and towards the
general goal of nebulous outcomes,

If your child is able to function and learn un.
der the present syatem, lucky you. But if yor
child {sn't mastering even the things you
learned ina pnnitulnr grade and the academic
standards aren’t what you believe they should
Le, write to the board of education,

Patriciz A, Alspach, Farmington Hills
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