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‘Speed Racer Show’ races into th

By JOUN MONAGHAN
SrEcIAL WRITER
He'a more than just a badly an-
tmated memory from the late '60s,
“Speed Racer's” cult atatus, most
alive in TV.aholics age 25-35,
roors Into the Magic Bag Theatre
on July 9-10 with three original
half-hour episodes compiled by
“Speed” freak Jerry Beck,

The brainchild of comic book
artist Tatsuo Yoshida, Speed and
his Mach 6 debuted on Japancse
television in April 1967, The 52
epinodes, syndicated stnteslde by
Trans-Lux Productions, went un.
derground in the late '70s when
stricter standards for children's
programming objected to the
show's violence,

Beck, who dlstributes vintage
ond current Japanimation
through Callfornia-based Stream-
line Pletures, tracked down the
original 35mm negatives for “The
Speed Racer Show." He notes
that “it’s still the snme animation
that you see on TV, but it's really
crisp and clear and looks like it
was shot yesterday.”

“The Cor Hater” and the two.
part “Race Againat the Mammoth
Car” made it into this compila-

| MOVIES

tion because, accordlng to Beck,
“we ahowed oplsodes to groupa in
L.A, and 'Car Hater' got tho beat

“It's an obscuro cartoon show
that I really love,” says Beck. “So
doca the creator of *Ren and Stim.
py.’ John K, who saya it'a one of
his major influences In terms of
style. It's an offbeat story about a
h with that '60s fu.

audience response, It also has an
lanation of all the gimmicks o
the Mach b.”

Special buttons on the steering
wheel enable Speed to leap over
obstacles (with the help of “auto-
jacks"} or to engage special “belt
tires” to grip steop torrain ot top
speeds, Rotating sawbladea un.
fold to cut down heavy off-road
brush and trees while a watertight
transparent canopy protects him
from bullets,

“Mammoth Car,” perhaps the
bcfbrsmembured of the original

fentures

Racer X, the black-clad rival driv-
er who helpas Speed out of sticky
situations, TV viewers know that
he is really Rex Racer, Speed's
brother, who leR home years ago
after arguing with their dad, Pops.

The program also uncarths
“The Treacherous Pirate,” o
Colone! Bleep short from 1956,
The cartoons, produced in Miami,
Fla,, were the first made for tele.
vislan in color.

Message from
Voice Mail:
Barbara,

Hello! 1
would rather
not say my
name, I would
nppreciate it
il you could
address an {s.
. sue that's

been bother-
BARBARA Ing me. It is

SCHIFF anti-depres.
rsants  and
chemiceal depresaion.

[ am a 28-year-old who has
spent my entire life depresaed
and finally consented to give
Zoloft a try. ] am alse a recov-
ering nlcoholic. Thia is the first

——
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SENSE

enced any tvpe of happiness, or

energy, and it's only after in.

tensive five-year therapy that I

came to this cum.‘]\;luinn to try
ey y o

Prejudice blocks
anti-depressant
drug treatment

time in my life I have experi- .

ogy. It ia true that, often, be-
cause of a lack of knowledge en
this subject, people are preju.
diced egainst it. Sometimes
that prejudice interferes with
their healing or with the heal-
ing of someone close to them,
our d
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ture look that's so cool and campy
now.”

Vintage kid commerclals ap-
pear between cartoona. Rocky and
Bullwinkie peddle a long-lost ce-
real called Sugar Jets, Casper the
Ghost lectures about traffic safe-
ty, an odd concept according to
Beck, because “basically you have
this dead kid telling you how to
croas the street.””

What keeps the “Speed” car-
toons so popular?

“I can't quite figure it out,”
saya Beck, "I think because it was
off the air for such a long time
that a lot of kids from that time
have fond memorles of it today."”

If you have a comment for John
Monaghan, call him at 953-2047,
mailbox number 1866, on a touch
tone phone, or write him care of
Street Scene, Observer & Eccen-
tric. Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150.

e Mac Ba

g The

stricter standards for children’s programming in the '70s.

ater-

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
alternative movie theaters
throughout metro Detroit as re-
viewed by John Monaghan,

B MAPLE THEATER

4135 W. Maple Road, Bloomfield
Hills. Call 855-9090 for show
times. ($5.76 evenings; $2.95
twilight)

“Much Ado About Nothing"
(USA — 15893). Kenneth Branagh,
the force behind “Henry V,” re-
turns to Shakespeare with this

thereby fostering tolerance and
understanding. This combina-
tion of anti.depressant medica-
tion and psychotherapy which
has worked for you also has
been effective in treating many
depresstons.

For readers who may not he
familior with the medlcation,
ZoloR is a derivative of Prozac,
both of which are anti-depres-
sant medications. Since 1987,
when Prozac was approved by
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, it has been prescribed
to at least four millian people
in the United States and an-
oth!n‘- ‘f‘our million people
Wi

)

People’s perceptions of anti.
depressants as happy pills,
people’s fears of chemical im-
halance and depresaion really
are issucs that need to be ad-
dressed, The prejudice that
they show ngainst something
that they don't know lecause
they're afraid of it.

This is something that has
probably saved my life and feel
very strongly. 1 would appreci-
ate it if you could address thia
isaue. Plense sign me,

Ne Longer Depressed

Dear Caller,
1t is wonderful that you feel
better. Clearly and forcefully,
you report one of the prohlemls
di ort
v

A recent book on this sub-
ject, presenting the controversy
surrounding the use of medica.
tion for psychological disor-
ders, fairly and rationatly, is
“Liatening to Prozac," by Dr,
Peter Kramer.

‘Thank you for taking the
time to give others hope.

Barbara

If you have a question or
comment for Barbara Schiff, a
trained therapist and experi-
enced counselor, send it to
Street Sense, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48160.
You can alsc leave a messoge
by calling 953-2047, mailbox
1877, on a Touch-Tone phone.

Warp Factor

Karlos Barney
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delightful film adaptation of the
popular comedy. Branagh, real.
ilfe wife Emma Thompsen, Mi-
cheel Keaton, Denze] Washington
and Keanu Reeves star,

M MICHIGAN THEATER
603 E, Liberty, Ann Arbor, Call

668-8397 for Information and

Keeper: Del-
bert Ward is |
the murder
defendant in
the docu-
mentary,
“Brother’s
Keeper,” at
the Michigan
Theater in
Ann Arbor
July 5-6.

show times. ($5; $4 students and
senior citizens)

“Brother's Keeper” (USA —
1992), 7:30 pm. July 5-6. This
fascinating documentary focuses
on New York dalry farmers whose
lives are changed forever when
one is accused of the bizarre mur-
der of another.

“Map of the Human Heart”
(USA — 1993), July 6-10 (call for
show times), Vincent Ward's
{""The Navigator”) epic story of an
Inuit man and a French Canadian
woman caught up in conflicting
forces of love and warfare before,
during and after World War I1,

“Fellini’s Intervista” (Italy —
1989), July 7-13 {call for show
times). This autobiographical
“documentary” by Federico Felli-
ni takes the viewer on a magical
mystery tour of Cinecitta, the

AN ARBOR - STHAKIING JuLy 6

“Bart, you're gonna dle, and you're gonna die

roecl slooow.”

3380 Washtenow
Ann Arbor

(313) 9717770
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HUGE SUMMER SAVINGS!
ON DIVING & SHORKLING EQUIPMENT
PLYMOUTH - Monday, July 1Sth 6:00-10:30 p.m.

Classroom & Pool at,Howi High Schoot

Wednesday, July 218t 6:30-10:30 p.m.
Classroom & Pool at Piymouth

Classes Tuesday & Thursday 6-10 p.m.
PADI 5 STAR INSTRUCTOR Development Centes ~——

DIVERS
INCORPORATED

“The Diver's Dive Store”

Add Excitement

to Your Life, Join

the Underwater
World

7 weels

7 weeks

7 weehs

42285 Ann Arbor Rd,
Plymouth

(313) 451-5430

Roman movie studio where he
made the great films of his career,

W MAGIC BAQ THEATER

22918 Woodward (at Nine Mile),
Ferndale. Call 544-3030 for infor-
mation. ($5)

*“The Speed Racer Show"
(1967.1968), 7,9 and 11 p.m. July
9.10. The animated Jopanese ac-
tion hero arrives in the original
TV episodes “The Car Hater"
and the two-part “Race Against
the Mammoth Car.” Vintage toy
commercials and a Colonel Bleep
short will also be screened.

B REDFORD THEATER
17360 Lahser, Detroit. Call 537-
2660 for information. ($2.50)
“Topper” (USA — 1937), 8 p.m.
July 9.10; 2 p.m. July 10 (organ
overture begins a half hour before
show time), Cary Grant and Con-
stance Bennett play dead social-
ites who playfully haunt their
stodgy banker friend Cosmo
Topper (Rolangd Young). The goo-
fy premise spawned sequals and o
television series in the '50s.

B STATE THEATER
2115 Woodward, Detroit. Call
961-5450 for information. ($1.89)
“Up in Smoke"” (USA — 1978),
9 p.m, July 5. Cheech and
Chong's first movie, about their
endless search for “good grass,” is
also arguably their funniest.

N TOP OF THE PARK

Shown atop the parking structure
across from the Power Center, 121
Fletcher, Ann Arbor, Al films be-

gin at dusk (around 10 p.m.) and
are usually nccompanled by a
short. Call 747-2278 for informa-
tion. (Free)

July 6: “Alien” (USA — 1979).
Ridley Scott’s epic about an
unwelcome spaceship stow-away
who meets ita match in two-fisted
Sigourney Weaver.

July 6: “Dirty Dancing” (USA
— 1987), The surprise box office
hit still sends hearts aflutter in
this story of a naive young woman
in the summer of 1963 who comes
of age with dance instructor hunk
Patrick Swayze.

July 7: “Roman Holiday" (USA
— 1953), Audrey Hepburn plays a
princess on an unofficial visit to
Rome who slips away incognito
and fnlls in love with newspaper
man Gregory Peck.

July 11: “Seven Brides for Sev-
en Brothers” (USA — 1854).
‘When the seventh brother comes
homo with a wife, the other six de-
cide It's time to get hitched in this
MGM musical.

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for in Street
Scene next week:

M Christing Fuoco's interview
with Jocal group Verve Pipe.

B Linda Chomin's latest in-
stallment of Art on the Edge.

M John Monaghan's look at the
alternative movie scene,

M Street Sense by Barbara
Schiff,
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FOR TICKETS =
CALL 25-TIGER

_ OR ANY secagare JOCATION - .-

INCLUDING HUDSON'S, HARMONY HOUSE ~ ~
AND SOUND WAREHOUSE. :
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