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to throw

By MARIE CHESTNEY
STAYF WhRITER
Clarenceville High's new at.
tendance policy should curb a
problem — the skipping of
clagses — which mushroomed
during the last school year to
the point teachers reached out
to parents, sceking their help.
Solectively skipping classes

C’ville schools

at class skippers

book

there is a penalty, The stu.
dents aro well aware of this."”
The school board Thursday
approved the new attendance
policy. The policy spells out
nine excuses the high school
will accept for missed classes,
Any absence not fitting these
nine ca‘togorles will bo

even got so ot the

A 1

high school that administra.
tors talked about forcing stu.
dents to stay in school during
the lunch hour,

Students skipped because
they faced no real penalty. But
those days are now gone.

Come fall, Clarenceville
High students will be penal-
ized if lhe.y get mors than four

excuses are!

W lincas of the student or
famlily member.

B Death of a family member or
close friend of the family.
#'Medical or dontal care.

¥ Legal business.

¥ Suspension.

@ Emergency child care situa-

tions.
M Exceptional and unexpected
: )

in any one

class each semester. The pen.

alty will be an “F” grade and a

loss of credit for the class un-

less there is a successful ap-
eal.

*“We had a looser attendance
policy last year and it didn't
work well because there was no
penalty,” sald Superintendent
David Kamish. *‘So we declded
to develop a stricter one. Now

fon
H Pre-planned absences when
approval has been obtalned in
advance.
M Excused tardiness beyond 10
minutes,

On any school day last year,
administrators sald up to 80
high school students skipped
morning or afternoon classes,
‘They'd either skip in the momn.
ing and come in after lunch,

Panelists tour Rouge Riverwalks

Farmi B ifcation

cation Ci were also in-

Committee members Donna
Damon, Sandra M. Shelly and
Rosemary Fitzpatrick of Farming-
ton, and Farmington Hills mem-
bers Lincoln Avery and Elsie
McKeown attended the quarterly
mecting of the Beautification
Council of Southeast Mlchigan
recently in Wayne,

‘They received a tour of the new-
ly completed Riverwalks, through
the woods along the Rouge River.
This led them to the new Am-
phitheatre where they heard mu-
sic in Goudy Park and viewed an
outdoor art display.

'he Farmington-area Beautifi-

troduced to the Wayne State The-
atre, recently purchased and re-
modeled by the city of Wayne, It
now houses four movle theatres,
including one stage theatre for
live cntertainment. » Modernized
by the city of Wayne as a commu-
nity service, the admission
charges are minimal.

John Zech, Wayne city mana-
ger, extended an invitation to all
of the gueats and thelr communi-
ties to return to Wayne to enjoy
the thentre and the free Thuraday
concerts held throughout the
summer in the Amphitheatre.

Report card flunks, changes planned

By Lanty O'CONNOR
STAYP WRITER

Revislons are being made to the
new elomentary student report
card, which was given a failing
grade by some Farmington achool
parents.

The chonges aro the rosult of o
survey done after the first scheol
year using the revamped report
cards.

“That's why you pllat," said
Judy White, assistant superine
ggnde‘nt of Curriculum and Staff

or F
Schools. “So you can get feedback
a5 to what else you need to do to
help people understand.”
The new method of reporting
student progress was needed in
.

M ‘It's llke going from Fahrenhelt to Celslus.
You neod more of an explanation.’

Patty Alspach
Hillside parent

order to be more closoly tied with
the district’s currlculum,

Some parents complained the
new cards were vague, marking a
child down as either needing maro
time or demonatrates skills in
reading, writing and mathemate
ies. A student also receives n plus,
a check or slash under behaviors

and attitudes,
ol

side. “You need more of an expla-
nation."”

Tho category, excels, has been
added to go olong with developing
grade level skills and demonstrat-
ing grade level ekills in the des-
criptive codes,

Also, for the first timo, the dls-
trict is doveloping a parent-teach-
cr manua! to help explain the
codes and ies more thor.

“It's like golng from Fah
to Celsius,” said Patty Alspach,
whose two children attended Hill-

oughly. Pamphlets describing the
curriculum for each grade level

Glossary of school buzz words

Here are a glossary of some buzz terms used in

education clreles,

Qtudant 1 A

M ‘In some ways, It's Interesting

that our attempt to give parents

a stu-

dent would {deally possess graduating from Farm-
ington Public Schoals, They include being a collab-
orative team member, an effective communicator, a
healthy individual, a knowledgeable thinker, a lifo-

long learner, a quality producer and a responsible

citizen. These goals were established by the Farm.

Ington Frameworks Committee.
W Whole-]

more Information than they have
over had led to some accusatlons
they waren't getting enough.".|

Judy White

PP:

nary method of instructfon that includes using a
variety of materinls to teach such things an reading.
‘The process invelves children in storytelling and
v'!ritl‘v'lg stories ﬂ!ld rcndlngdu vx'lcty

an

of storica,
arc used to

writing, !
achieva goals of the curriculum,
H Inveritivo spelling — Based on

way children learn, the process atlows for inventive
spelling through sounding cut words."We look at
this through kindergarten and first grade,” snid
Judy White, director of curriculum and stalf devel-
opment. Kids are told to go ahead ond write what
they ure thinking in order to promote writing. Once
they are ready — end of firat or second grade de-

pending on the child — teachers go back and work

research on the

RObbery from page 1A

on accurate spelling.

are being updated as woll.

Those will be avallable to par-
ents at open houses and during
report card time,

“In somo ways, it'a Interesting
that our sttempt to give parents
more information than they have
ever had led to some accusutions
they weren't getting cnough,”
White sald. “When in fact they
are getting moro,

“I think it's a maotter when
something changes or shifta and
people sce somcthing different
than they have ever scen before,
then there almost nceds to be
some training with It, which is
what we're going to try to do,”

Doug Swintkowski, founder of
Parents for a Traditiona! Educa.
tion, favora the traditional letter
grading for children starting in
the third grade instead of the
sixth grade. He said it is more re.
aliatic, instilling o sense of com.
petitivencss enrly on.

] can reenll very clearly pulling
a ‘D" in math,” Swiatkowski said.
“A person always needs to know-
when they fail.” .

Sald White, “We do not want to’
do that. Wo do not feel it tells you
more, We feel it tells you less,"

Under the old system, childeen
were marked ns either needs to
improve, making progresa or high
achievement, The elementary cur.
riculum has been rewritten gince
those cards were develuped, ac-
cording to White.

‘The new report cards are also
more in line with the district’s es.
tablished student learning out-
comes gaals, she said.

Police are investigating, but
have no suspects. Detectives are
waiting for a report from the Onk-
land County Crime Lab on evi-
dence taken at the scene,

The random nature and bold-
ness with which the robbery was
committed has police concerned.
The case has been given top prior-
ity, Goss said.

Police have a composite of one
of the robbers, One is described ar
a bleck man with dark skin, 5-

feet-9 and 175 pounds, sporting o
crew cut, The second perpetrator
is described as a light-skinned
black mon, 5-feet-9 and 175
pounds.

Two men were spotted driving
the Ford Prohe by Redford Tawn-
ship police shortly after the rob.
bery. A brief chase ensucd before
they abandoned the car at Olym-
pin and Clarita, near Beech Daly
and Seven Mile,

They fled on foot. A search,
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NANKIN PROFESSIONAL
Michael T. Nudaln)

Lo N L.
SMOKING WITH ACUPUNCTURE
You've peodably tried lo stop smoking with all the usual ways.
Acupunciure IS an ancient Oriental way of therapy. It has proven very
helptul in treating many of modorn day problems and discasus. Smoking
Js ono of thom. NOW Is tha time to make 3 changa and stop smoking with
acupunciure, For furthar infarmation, CALL

20200 Vasaar, Sults 800, Livonia

CLINIC, P.C.

477-7344

which involved tracking dogs, was
called off an hour and a half later.
A TV and sterco equipment

taken in the robbery were fuund
in the car. Jewelry and an auto-
matic teller card were also stolen.

+ Cleaning
« Fluoride
» 2 X-rays
Paymeni Due at Time
of Senice

Explres 7/34/93
Hew pationts only

“KIDS SPECIAL”

Check-up for Kids 16 yrs. and younger
+ Complete Dental Exam P

*48

DR. KENNETH VELICK
Call Now for Appointment 477.5888
18224 Formington Rd. (Batwoon & & 7 Milo Ret) Livonla,

ph J. Weiss;M.D: Rheumatology
18829 Farmington Road. -
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