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Theater fund-raiser
he Birmingham Village Players will host
the Actor's Company In a benefit presenta-
tion of Stephen Sondheim’a adult musical

“Into the Woods,™ 8 p.m. Wednesday, July 21, Fri-

day, July 23, Saturday, July 24, 2 p.m. Sunday,

July 25, and 8 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday,

July 28-31 at the Village Playcrs playh on the

New company to present

When the rock
musical “Godapell”
begins a four-week
run at the Birming-
ham Theatre on July
8 it will also be the
debut of Stage Door
Productions, an in-
dependent company
of regional talent.

£\
%"’cﬁl‘ﬁﬂ Based on the Gos-
Jing t

corner of Hunter and Cheatnut in Birwingham.
Tickets $12, Call 644-2075.

Family entertainment
T he melodrama “Phantom o{thn Op'ry" ;ro—
an

pel o St.

Matthew, “Godspell” takes a Jook at

Jesus' lifetime. In keeping with the

Bibllcal theme, one could say that the

Birmingham Theatre “begat” Stage
Door Productions.”

b/.lumbors of the Birmingham's

duced by Tedd E. Bear P,
the Jewish Community Center will be pre-
sented 7 p.m, Tuesday, July 13 and 20 at the Jew-
ish Community Center, 6600 West Maple, Weat
Bleomfield, Bring your blankets and enjoy The-
atre Under the Stars, Admiesion $8 per person,

Youth band
he Youth Brass Band and Majorette Group
from Debrecen, Hungary will present a con.
cert 7 p.m. Sunday, July 11, at Qur Shep.
herd Lutheran Church, 2225 E. 14 Mile Road in
Birmingham. The cancert Is free and open to the
puhlic,
Children’s musical
he Advel "}‘1‘,"‘?‘ of thc‘UgI'y‘ Dgckli‘ng wlllllzc
b3 alo-

cal professional touring company, 11:30
a.m. and 1 p.m, Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays, July
10 to Aug. 8 at Trinity House Theatre, 38840 W,
Six Mile, Livonia. Tickets: $5 adults, $4 children,

for more information, 616-0414,

Troy Players

roy Players will present “Steppin’ Out,” 8

p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, July 16.17, 23.

24, and 2 p.m. Sunday, July 18 at the Troy
Community Center, 520 W. Big Beaver Road,
Troy. For tickets, call 879-1285.

Jazz

. he Bloomfield Township Public Library

E will kick off ita third annugl “Jazz in July”
] concert series 2 p.m. Sunday, July 11, with
Ursula Walker and Buddy Budson on the library
grounds, 1099 Lone Pine Road at Telegraph,
Bloomfield Hills, Concerts are freo and open to

. the public, For information, call 642-5800.

‘Tassos
assos Epicurcan Culsine, 6887 Qrchard
T Lake Road, West Bloomfield, will host o
specinl dinner, Francatee Extraordinaire,
30 p.m. Thursday end Friday, July 15-16. Cost
$28.50 per person, call 539.0110 for rescrvations
<-and information.

La Casa

etty Elders performs at La Casa 8:30 p.m.

Friday, July 16 in La Casa's 5th anniver-

aary show at Birmingham Unitarian
Church, 651 N. Woodward at Lone Pine, Birming

. ham, Advance tickets $10, at the door $12. Ad-
vance tickets available at It's the Ritz clothing

. store, 193 W, Maple, Birmingham. For informa-

% tion, call 646-4950.

crew formed the now com.
pany to provide employment during
summer months when nearly every
major theater in the metropolitan De-
trolt arca i shut down, ¢

Mand, o

GODSPELL
Theater: A Stage Door Produc-
tiona Presentation at the Bie.
mingham Theatre, 231 S.
Woodward, Birmingham,
Opens: Previews 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. Thursday, July 8. Shows 2
pm. and 8 p.m. Thursdays, 8
p.m. Fridays, 5 p.m. and 8:30
p.m, Saturdays, and 3 p.m. Sun-
days, through Aug. 1.

Tickets: Range $16 to $19.50
per ticket, Tickets for 2 pan.
Thureday, July 8 performance
are $9.50. Tickets availoble at
the Birmingham Theatre box
office, 10 a.m, to &6 p.m. Mon-
day-Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 8:30
pan. Thuraday-Saturday, noon
to 4 p.m. Sunday, Ticketmaster
outlets, Call 644-3533. To
charge tickets, call 645-6666.
Discounts: Available to groups,

ames the
“Godspell,” {8 the production mana.
ger for the Birmingham Theatre dur-
ing the regular seasen.

Paul Hopper, the show's director,
has been an actor at Meadow Brook
Theatre for the past 11 years. He has
also been an assiatant stage mannger
ot the Birmingham Theatre, acted
and directed with the Attic Theatre,

“It’s harder then ever to find work
in Michigan due to cuts In the state's
arts budget,” sald Hopper during a
recent interview ot the Birmingham
Theatre offices. “Sometimes even lo-
cal producers think they can't find
sufficient talent here, but {t's just not
true. There's a real talent base out
there; just look at all the stars with
Detroit-area origins.”

In addition to Hopper, the creative
team for *Godapell™ Includes musical
director Dan Roth of Southfield, and
choreographer Wendy Shapero of
West Bloomfield. Eddie Sugarman of
Southfield and Lynne Sherwood of
Birmingham are among the cast
membera, Only two are from out of
state,

While Stage Door Productions at
present plans only summer shows,
Roth said he hopes they might also
inspire other fle3gling compantes.

A recent graduate of Wayne State
University with a degree in acting,
Roth comes from & musical fomily,

d and senlors,

] PREVIEW

and sald he finds his musicality sur-
facing more and more.

His mother is 8 music and vocal
coach at Birney Middle School in
Southfield, and recently Roth helped
her form a jazz combo of sixth
graders. He has also done musical di-
rection for the Hilberry Theatre ond
composed for the Attic,

“Godapell,” chosen by the producer
with advice from the Birmingham
Theatre staff, reflects the renewed in.
terest in 1960s rock operan, “Joseph
and His Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat™ recently had a major re-
vival in Toronto, “Jesus Christ Su-
perstar,” had a successful revival at
the Birmingham a few seasons back,
and “Tommy" is currently a big hit
on Broadway. R

Hopper and Roth “found they
shared the same ideas about updating
the music. “Godepell” first opened in
1971, with Stephen Schwartz's music
and lyrics encompassing rock, folk
and jozz.

“We're trying to bring the 1960s
rock sound up to the 1990s,” Rath
said. “I'm re-treating many of the
numbers. Giving a reggae sound to

AL,

‘Godspell’ |

o3F '

Bonstz DONEle

Rock musical: “Godspell,” which opens July 8 at the Birming-

ham Theatre, is being presented by Stage Door Productions,
an ind: d ;

n indey ¢ y that

reg ! talent.

*We Beseech Thee' is about the most
radical departure, but I have many
tricks up my sleeve.”

“The show is easy to update,”
Hopper said. *This time it will be set
in an old abandoned theater. We'll

said, I have great faith in this cast,
but I've only got two wecks of re-
hearsals to get everyone working as a
unit.”

The orchestra will be on stage in-
stead of in the pit, and Roth will be
the d as well as conductor.

update the make-up and
popular culture, The show works best
in o small house, but we'll compen-
sate by having cast members working
out in the audience.”

“That’s a formula that has worked
well at the Birmingham for both
‘Nunsense I and 11, " Roth added.

Hopper sees the ensemble as both
the production’s greatest strength
and greatest problem. “This is not a
star vehicle; everyone in the cast gets
a solo but otherwise serves as back-
up and is on stage at all times," he

Shapero Is the choreographer, and in
the cast. Everyone connected with the
production is juggling many jobs on
hoth sides of the curtain,

The advantoges are two-fold,
Hopper said. “We're doing everything
possible to save money, and the more
experience an actor has in many as-
pects of theater the more marketable
he is in today’s tough job market.”

Barbara Michals is an inveterate
playgoer who regularly catches up on
all the New York productions.

Actress juggles many roles in musical

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER

“Day By Day" one of the most
memorable songs “Godspell” will be
sung by Wendy Shapero of West
Bloomfield. She’s been working very
hard “Day By Day" designing dances
to make Stage Door Productions
presentation of this rock musical at
the Birmingham Theatre bt

“Having to be in it and choreo-
graph it gave me an identity crisis,”
said Shapero who designed dances for

all 10 cast members in two weeks
with only herself to work out all the
movements. “It was tough standing
in for 10 bodies.”

ing her degree in theater. She'll grad-
unate fn December. Most recently she
appeared in “A Funny Thing Hap-
pened on the Way to the Forum,” and
“, i} ' at the Attic/Si d The-

If anyone was up to the
it was Shapero, Just listening to her
datly schedule is exhausting — 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. school, 1-10 p.m.
rehearsals, 10:30 p.m. to 2 a.m. home-
work and working on routines for the
show.

A seniar at the University of De-
troit-Mercy, Shapero, 21, is complet-

atre.

Shapero began studying dance
when she was three, and progressed to
theater, She studied ballet with the
Rose Marie Floyd Contemporary Civ-
ic Ballet Company of Royal Oak and
continues to appear with the compa.
ny when her schedule allows,

She is also trained in jazz, tap, and
theatre dance, and has studied at
Hofstra University in New York, in
Grecece with the University of Detroit
Theatre Company, and at Woyne
State University’s Theatre Depart-
ment.”

Shepero hes chorcographed other
shows. She was assistant choreogra.
pher of “Antigone,”" and part of the
chorus,
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come SOON aNd enjoy the
Imartest fun you'tl ’

SUMMer
~ festival
iy takiNg

A miracle,
4 timers dalty.

special weekend:

MiLitary encampments,

peanut and found

coloNtal Life feftival,

Have all fummer at
greenfietd village.

.

‘R . play with toy airptanes
! Like tHose that iNsplred
the wright brothets

All day Long.

AN audlence=participation

progras from tv'f doN
Hetbert. 4 times daily.

“JAtmhands for A day”

Help with the cHotes At 3
different Histotical farm
11tef, Akl day Long.

be AmoNg A Handful of
pecple to move A
mighty Locomotive.
2:00 p.M. dally.

 How geotde WASHINGtoN
eatvet opened the

battlefield
demonstrationy, more.

Just off the southfield fwy.
exit at cakwaod blvd,

ot michigaNn ave,

deatbotn,
MicHigaN
(33) 271-1620
opeN g:00 =
S:00 daily

than a great rate,

Kids Eat Free.

Plus, there are pools, health clubs, and a late 3 p.m. check:
Just make your reservations with a nonrefundable pay-

Late Check-Qut, Too.
S \arnott.

Marriott's
Family Room" gives you a lot more
ids stay free, up to five people in a room.

Ki
children's men. at all three meals.

10 and under eat free from our

ment at Jeast 21
days in advance. s
From

Low Family Room
advance mzsc rates
Junc 18-September 6
at a Jocation ncar you.
PROPEXTILS il Vg

MICHIGAN
The Deatborn lnn
313271-2700

$69 S69

Detroit Metro Aitport
00T s

313941.9. 9§49

Livonia
3134622100

sy b kol euwggs *Tanchbon [t yniy ot e s moms er bt etee b
B R
T R

$65 49

Romulus.
31377297555 S48 849
Southficld
313/356.7400 549 849
Troy
3106809797 S84 S64

Call your travel agent

for reservations or:
1-800-522-7777
7




