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- Romantic notion

Photographer focuses on beauty

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
SPECIAL WHITER

‘Randy Gerwatowski creates a
world of beauty through the art of
photography. Instead of docu-
naenting the death and decay sur.
rounding us every day, his photo.
graphs romantlcize life, instilling
o peacefulness that Invites you
foto hia world,

.In his first one-man: show,
Gorwatowski exhibita color and
black and white photographs
tbruugh July 11 in the newly
opened Groove Gallery and
Boutique, 1203 Lincoln (10%
Mile), Royal Oak,

: “Randy’s composition Is very
{ntriguing. I like his choice of ma-
teriale that aren’t necessarily
new,” said gallery owner Dawn

ulme.

Old fishing lures, a mouse
skeleton, diseased leaves cut from
a dumb cane plant, Gerwatowski
focuses on found objects to trigger
the viewer’s imngination.

. I look for the things that peo-
ple diacard. I look for their color,
texture, design. It's the concept of
tuking something ugly, dl ded,

nnl flight in “Plgeon in Roses.”
‘The curve of its wings pull the
viewer's eye upward to a handful
of acattercd rosebuds, The flowers
seom to nurture the creature, en-
veloping it in delicate pink and
red petals, revealing a certain
beauty suspended in ecric desola-
tion. .

“The concept was, ‘Here's a
diecarded, spent plece of nature
found by the roadside, run over by
a car. I know with my photogra-
phy, I can turn that back and
make it beautiful ogain.' Even in
death, there’s beauty,” Gerwa-
towskl said.

“For me, photography 1 not the
technical end of it, how it's pro-
duced, it's the nesthetic end, I'd
rather sce a great concept poorly
executed than a poor concept
grently executed,”

Gerwatowski uses line, form,
balance, color and contrasting
light and shadow to draw the
viewer into his striking composi.
tions, Many of the images blur,
diffused by reality.

In college, Gerwatowski atudied

and turning it into

not only p} but graphic
design, an I It

beautiful. Dead flowers, dead ani-
mals are all fair game,” the Can-
ton Township photographer said
in an interview at the gallery.

*“It's the aesthetics that are Im-
partant to me. It's the concept
that you want to show that be.
comes primary. There’s always
reasons for the things 1 put to.
gether in a photograph.”

A burat of light surrounds a
bird, its wings suspended for a fi-

has influenced his work,
“As a kid, T always had a nced

M ‘I look for things
that people discard. |
fook for thelr color,
toxture, deslign. it's
the concept of taking
something ugly, dis-
carded, and turning it
Ifntlg something heautl-
ul.

Randy Gerwatowski

A long lone stem leads the eye
upward to an ethereal looking
“Sunflower.” The straight linc of
the stem sharply contrasts the
lyrical, flowing lines of the back-
ground’s discarded tropical
Icaves, creating interest and keep-
ing the eye moving around the
composition.

Since earning a bachelor of fine
arts degree from Northern Michi-
gan University in 1985, Gerwa.
towski has worked as a commer-
cial photographer in the Detroit
area, He has created images for
clients including Detroit Month.
1y, Ford Motar Co., Saturn Corp.,
Northland Mall and Detroit Mo-
torcycle Co. In April, a cover
G ki created for a goll

and desire to duce images, to
draw, meke clay models, wood
models. My _d’cﬁr!il'ian of art [n to

supplement appeared in Detroit
Monthly and Crain's Detroit

create i
of reality,” Gerwatowski said.

“Photography is my medium of
choice — the colors, inherent tex-
ture, the mixture of shadow and
light you can't find enywhere
else”

Ann Arbor gears up for fairs

Summer means another round
of Ann Arbor Art Fairs, The
uward-winning events feature ju-
ried works from nearly 1,000 art.
ists representing 42 stotes,

- Thia year's Ann Arbor Arts
Falrs are scheduled for July 21-
24. Hours are from 9 am. to 9
p.m. Wedneaday-Friday and 9
a.m, to 5 pm, Saturdoy. Admis-
slon is free. Parking is available

in downtown Ann Arbor. An
AATA shuttle service will be pro.
vided. For details call 313.995.
7281.

Last year more than 500,000
people participated in the mony
activities at the fafr including
musical children’s

As brash and bold as his imag.
cs appear, there is no denying
there {8 an ortist struggling to em-
erge. Gerwntowski strives daily to
portray commercial photography
as an art form just as the legend-
nry Ansel Adams did in 1932
when he founded Group /64, an
organization dedicated to creating
straight photography as art,

“I am a commercial artist
whose working towards a goal.
Part of my vision for showing this
is it's more acceptable and more
desirable to people. I'm trying to
wake up commercial art, commer-
cial advertising. There dogsn't
have to be a crossover. My work is

deli 1 a8 art now but I don't

crafts, demonstations by artists
and a variety of cuisine,

think there has to be that line,”
Gerwatoweki said, “I am a com-

mercial photographer but have a
fine art prorequisite. 1 want to in-
corporate fine art into my com-
mercial photography.”

Gerwatowski’s photos fit right
in at Groove Gallery, which
opened June 11,

“The Groove s an unconven-
tional gallery, a gallery with a
purpose,” said Hulme, who before
opening the Groove warked 2s a
costumer for Michigan Opera
Theatre. I basically wanted to
showcase local artists who are not
well known but are high quality.
A lot of gellerles are not Interest-
ed In showlng your work unless
you're well &nown. But I plso
wanted to have cultural items
from other parts of the world.”

The Groove spotlights ceramic
pins potterned with fabric by
Glenny Merillat of Plymouth, ce-
ramics by Becky Bailey and ear-
rings by Leesn Mark of Roya!
Oak, custom fish tanks in a varie-
ty of geometric forms by Bill
Hulme of Livonia, raku by Diane
Appleton and ceramic dragons
and cats by Noelle Appleton of
South Lyon, ceramics by Barbara
Hulme Plelffer of Brighton and
watercolors by Kelly Schmidt of
Berkley.

Elsa Trevino of Wixom sews
bolts of Guatemnlan fabric into
Americanized verslons of wrap
skirts, vests, shorts and caps for
kids. Laurie Many of Royal Oak
creates lamps from alrendy fallen
birch trees and also chairs and ta-
bles with encased facial masks.
Jim Caldwell, who co-owns Got-
ham City Cafe in Ferndole with
Down Hulme, crafts; ceramic
mailbozxes.

From Guatemala come a hand-
carved skeleton chair and bench.

On the way from Ecuador are
sweaters that, when purchased,
aid reforestation efforts in the
Ecuadorian Highlands. For each
sweater purchosed, a tree is plant-

ed,

Groove Gollery hours are noon
to & pm. Tuesdoy-Wednesday
and Friday, noon to 9 p.m. Thurs-
day and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Satur
day.

Kathlcen English of Aubumn
Hills haa been named exhibi.
tion coordinator of the Paint
Creek Center for the Arta. She
is reaponsible for the center'a
contemporary art  exhibition

program.

English has her master of
arts degree in painting from
Wayne State University and
her undergraduate degree in
fine arts from the University of
Windsor. She has also studied
drawing ond art history in
-Florence and Perugia, Italy,
through the European Summer
Program.

An award-winning watercol-
or and oil painter, English has
shown her work in many na.

Elizabeth York of Clarkston
is the new cducation coordina.
tor for the Paint Creek Center
for the Arts in Rochester, She
is responstble for all PCCA
youth and adult classes.

York has a bachelor of arts
degree in art, with minors in
educatlon and English, from
Michigan State Unlversity.
She has taught watercolor and
drawing in the Clarkston Com.
munity Education afterschool

Lynnette M, Tethal of Ro-
chester has been named devel-
opment director for the Paint
Creek Center for the Arta, She
is responsible for all PCCA
fund-raising activities includ-
ing the ennual Arts 'n Apples
Festival,

Tethel is 2 graduate of the
University of ® Michigan-A

Exhibit coordinator named |

Education head selected

Development director chosen

tional exhibitions. She eamned {;.
Best of Show awards in tho
1992 All Media Show at the {-
Left Bank Gallery in Flint and |-
the 1991 Women In Art: Yes- |:
terday, Today and Tomorrow ‘
exhibition at Oakland Commu- |,
II:llltl)I’ Collego in Farmington
8.

English has aleo been in '
one- and two-person shows ot .
the Brock Center for the Arta |+
in St. Catherines, Ontario, and
the Loves Gallery and the A &
M Gallery in Windsor, Ontario,

In addition to her PCCA re- [
sponaibilities, English teaches |
watercolor and acrylic at the |:
OCC Highland campus.

cnrichment program, She has
also served aa a volunteer cle-
mentary art teacher in Clarks-
ton schools,

The PCCA offers more than
200 studio classes for adults
and children each year In
palnting, drawing, clay and
other media. In addition, the -
PCCA provides workshop op-
portunities for area Girl Scouts
to carn art badges.

an internship as administra.
tive assistant to the Pyke
Charity Trust in Auchencairn,
Scotland,

She was volunteer chairper-
son of the 1990 senior pledge
program at U-M. She also
served as a telemarketing floor
mnnager, recruitment assist- -
ant, pledge collection manager .

Arbor, with dunl majors in fine
ans and the history of art. As
an undergraduate, she studied
in Florence, Italy, and served

and fund at the univer-
sity’s Office of Development.
Tethal was a gallery asslstant
at the School of Art's Jean
Paul Slusser Gallery.

Music club installs officers

The Music Study Club of Met-
ropolitan Detroit has installed
these officers and board members:

Bernice Pinsky, president;
Elaine Kohner, first vice preai-
dent; Mildred Charnas, second
vice president; Mimi Summers,
recording secrctary; Ann Ross,

corresponding secretary; Patricia
Stobbe, financial secretary; An.
nette  Liberson, treasurer; Vera
Rollin.-Burke, Janet Landsberg
and Joyce Margolis, two-year
board members; and Tillie
Schkloven, Ann Steinberg and
Betty Weiss, one.year board
members.

Picture a new
lifestyle. . .

Are you looking for excitement and activity?
Privacy and solitude? Do you want to live in the
fast lane, or are you ready to slow

Whatever your
lifestyle, you'll find a
home, an apartment or
a condominium to
match it in today's

Creative Living Real Estate section.
From scenic suburban sites to relaxing rural retreats,

down?

]

they're all just a phone call away.
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