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Improv troupe sees life’shumor

By BoB SADLER
BPECIAL WRITER

Doctor. Wife, Mother. Student.
Homemaker, Stand-up comic.
Leader of her own improvisation-
al comedy troupe.

These are a few of the many
hats wom by Dr. Cynthia Shelby-
Lone, 8 woman who posscescs
boundless energy.

“I sleep and cat cvery ather
day,” Shelby-Lane sald during a
rare break, “I slept yesterday. To-
day is my eating day.”

By night, you will find Shelby-
Lane at one of three hospitals
where sho works the midnight
ahift In the emergency room. At
Detroit’s Sinal and Riverview
Hosplitals or Pontiac’'s North
Oakland Medical Center, the doc-
tor ‘d‘nnln with a gamut of medical

[ COMEDY

a8 Tinn Turner, complete with
blonde wig and barely thore dress

comedic love is the improv troupe
she formed two years ogo,

“1 was too scared to do comedy
alone, so I decided to get a group
around me,” Shelby-Lane said.

Known ns Glrliriend Viilage &
Co., the troupe features a mix of
black and white, male and female
members and focuses on learning
to deal with life through laughter
and humor, Shelby.-Lane draws
on her Second City training, pass-
8 it on to her cast, and creates a
show that would be familiar to
fans of sketch-oriented shows
such as “Saturday Night Live” or
“In Living Color.” The group irst

i d in 1991 at 1515 Broad-

.

from any
gunshota to heart nttacks and
strokes,

By day, you may find her at the
mall buying the latest video game
cartridge for her three children or
perhaps jetting to Chicago for
continuing classes in improvisa.
tional technique for The Second
City. Sometimes she’ll fly to Los
Angeles to gather more hours
toward her degree in motion pic.
ture and television production at
the UCLA film school.

Some evenings the past three
years, the busy doctor has
appeared on stage at local comedy
clubs, trying out material on
open-mike nights. But her true

way in Detrolt. While the cast has
changed often during the pust two
years, the focus remains the same
— keep it edgy and funny while
never doing the same show twice,
“1 started with a group of most.
Iy comedians, and now I've got a
group of mostly actors and ac-
tresses,” Shelby-Lane said,

Currently doing shows at Fern-
dale's Magic Bag Theatre, Girl-
friend Village & Co. does sketches
that focus on current events, in-
cluding local news. Detroit meyo-
ral candidate Dennis Archer and
the Baby Jessica adoption battle
were lampooned in a recent per-
fc Shelby-Lane's
favorite involved her dressed up

the legs,

“We were belting out ‘Proud
Mary',” Shelby-Lane recalled,
“and Steve Mitchell (a Dotroit co-
median) comes up to me playlng
lke. He snid he came to apologize
for hitting me, but Tina and Ike
end up arguing over how meny
times. The scene fades to black
with everyone coming to blows,

“The show is good, clean fun,
except for a few three- or four-lot.
ter words.”

The talented doctor does not
forace leaving the medical profes.
sion, But working with an improv
troupe and developing various
film projects simultaneously
could tip the balance someday,

*“I try to be the best doctor [ can
be," Shelby.Lane said, “I knew in
my heart when 1 was In college
that I wanted to take care of peo-
ple. Another part of my heart
wanted to be on stage. I'm doing
this (Girlfriend Village & Co.) be-
cause {t's what I love to do, Some
of the stuff I've learned here, 1
think actually makes me a better
doctor. Laughter is crucial to your
soul and your well-being."”

Girlfriend Village & Co. per-
forms 8 p.m., July 20, July 27 and
Aug. 3 at the Magic Bog Theatre,
on the east side of Woodward
north of Nine Mile in Ferndale.
Call 544-3030 for more informa-
tion,

o1 No confessions, plaass ... He used
his powerful posiiion as gossip colum-
nist for the Vatican nowspapar o
endorse ZZ Top for prasident In 1984,
San Francisean Don Novello's after
6go, Fr. Guldo Sardueel, makes the trek
to Ann Arbor's Main Streat Comedy
Showease for a cne-night stand (per-
haps a poor cholce of words for a man
of the cloth?) this Saturday, July 17. Call
96-8080.

& Bald is Boautiful ,,, He hatls from
lowa, casts an Intimidating presence
and wears his head shaven. But Don
Reese Is ona hilarious guy, ence you
get by the rough exteror. Catch his
stago act at Chaplin's West July 27
through Aug. 1. Call 533-8866 for teser-
valiors.

W From the Cily of Big Shoulders ...
Chlcagoan Spike Manton Is a favorite
of the MTV crowd. Check him out July
27 through Aug. 1 at Mark Ridiey's
Comady Castle and sea if ha does his
&iller material on being a *fiance.” Call
$542-9500 for reservations.

I Last But Not Least .., Don't miss the
Comedy Jam at Pine Knob Thursday,
July 29, Tommy “in Living Colour

ve rve Pipe from page 3B

Brad Vander Ark attributes
his brother's growth to
drummer Don Brown,

“Brian's been working with
Don for a while. I think that
has something to do with it
Don'a extremely talonted . . .
Ho's inspired Brian,”

Brian Vander Ark agreed

somowhat, ,
“It's a bit different but it's
not. There's more input from
Don in my songs.”
Howover, he said, songwrit.
ing has gotten easier for him.
“The mongs on the last
record were written over a five
year period. Eight (of t‘he‘ new
a

B'It's not quite as
had to comaro.
mige. The songs
are more of a plea.
sure to llsten to
now. The melodies
are sweetened,
The wilting is
toned down. it's
less pretentlous,
less dark.’

Brian Vander Ark

lead singer, songuwriter

songs) were done in
year, Songs como a lot easlor
now,” he said,

The new release, set to bo in
stores in October, will slso
showcase the band's new gui-
tarist, A.J. Dunning, who
moved from Cincinnati to play
with the Verve Pipe, The group
also utilized homs and strings
to fill out ita sound.

“It's a dlfferent style of play-
ing . . . There'a more acouetic
guitar, The songs are still prot.
ty much upbeat,” Brad Vander
Ark said, i

The Verve Pipe and Kiss Me

Sereaming will play Friday,
July 16, at the Blind Pig, 208 8.
First, Ann Arbor. Call 996-8555
for more information, The
group will alse play Saturday,
July 17, along with The
Opague, 2 Iguana’s From
Earth, and Wally Pleasant
during the birthday party for
89X DJ Kelly Brown at Lili's,
2930 Jacob, Hamtramek, (875-
6555); and Wednesday, July 28,
at Squeeze, 3370 W. Huron,
Waterford. (682-8250).

SCREEN

SCENE

Davidson headlines along with
Saturday Night Live's Kovin Noaton. It
could maka for an uproarious night.
Tickets are at all Ticketmaster outlets or
calt 6456668,

— Bob Sadler

A sampllngofwhat’s playing at
altemative movie theaters across
maetro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

B AMC ABBEY

Collector remembers real-life ‘Matinee’

BY JOHN MONAGHAN
SrECIAL WRITER

In “Matinee,” released on video
Inst week, John Goodman plays a
horror movie d /d irector

from the tension.”
Graschuck was 14 years old on

MOVIES

who blows into a Florida town to
premiere his big-bug epic
“Mant,” He wires the local the-
nter with gizmos that bring the
movie to life.

Dan Graschuck, a long-time art
and pap culture collector, recog-
nized the obvious tribute to Wil-
liom Castle, the '60s and '60s
filmmaker known for his wild
gimmicks. As a kid, Graschuck
was a card-carrying member of
the William Caatle Fan Club and

has  memorabilia-filled scrap-
hooks to prove it.
Graschuck, flipping through

yetlowing poges in his Detroit
home, hadn’t Tooked at this stuff
for over 20 years, But he’ll never
forget the midnight “world
screamicres” of Castle films at
the Brondway Capitol, the down.
town Detroit theater later known
a8 the Grand Circus.

1 liked Castle's films especial-
ly because they were the scariest,
but they were funny too,” Gras-
chuck remembered. “All the great
scary movies have humor in them.
You have to have a little release

Tuesday, Aug. 4, 1959, when he
saw the “world acreamicre” of
“The Tingler,” probably the best
of the Castle films. In it, Vincent
Price plays a doctor who discovers
a large, slug-like organism that
attaches to your spine when
you're really scared,

Price theorizes that you get a
little tingle up your spine right
before the creature snaps your
back. Screaming your Jungs out is
the only way to destroy it. At one
point, the film appears to break
and the Tingler, crawling shadaw
puppet-style across the sereen, is
loose in the theater,

Just in case the tingle didn't
oceur naturally, Caestle rigged
many of the seats with mild shock
buzzers. He called this gimmicl

down, It stopped glawing aliout 20
minutes into the picture.

Castle arrived personally to rig
the seats for the midnight
“screamiere.” He mingled with
the fans, many dressed up in
monster costumes, during the
“Tingler’s Ball" which started at
10 p.m. Radio persenality Dick
Osgood also made a personnl ap-
pearance,

The newspaper ads read,
“Bring your date and watch her
tingle.”

‘Was Graschuck dressed up like
the vampire or wolfmon that
night? “I was lucky just to be
there,” he soid. "My mom was re-
ally good ahout taking me to these
things and all the ‘Creature from
the Black Lagoon' movies.”

A few months previous, Gras-
chuck had seen his first Castle
film, “"The House on Haunted
Hill,” also starring Vincent Price.
- immick at the Broad

“Percepto.”

He also gave cach audience
member an insurance policy (ust
in case they died of fright) and a
penny-sized plastic disc. The in-
structions read: “As long as the
magic disc glows in the dark, you
aresafe from the Tingler.”

Of courae, when the lights went

Capitol that night was “Emergo,”
which had flying plastic skeletons
r{.de on pullcyarover the heads of
the audi » 1

relntions gimmick, which usually
ended up in the newspapers, was
orcheatrated by the Castle Fan
Club as shown in o blue-inked
mimeographed lotter,

“Be there with the rest of the
spooks,” the letter read, alerting
young horror fans that chartered
buses would transport them from
the theater to the Willow Run
Alrport,

Castle marked the end of his
horror reign with “13 Ghosts” in
1960 (though he did go on to pro-
duce “Rosemary’s Baby™ later in
the decade).

For fans like Graschuck who
grew up in the ‘50s, “Matince”

1-76 at 14 Mile Road, Madison
Heights. ($6; $2.95 twilight and
matinees), Call 588-0881 for Infor-
mation and show times.

“Wide Sargasso Sea™ (Austra-
lin — 1993). In this prequel to
Bronte’s “Jane Eyre” examines
the story of the first Mrs, Roches-
ter, referred to in the original
book as the crazy woman in the
attic, It shows the nature of her
madness, as she meets and mar-
ries the stormy Rochester on a
Jamaican island.

B MAPLE THEATER

4135 W. Maple Road, Bloomfield
Hills, Call 8559090 for show
times, (85.76 evenings; $2.95
twilight)

“Much Ado About Nothing™
{USA — 1993), Kenneth Branagh,
the force behind “Henry V," re-
turns to Shak with this

brought his hero back into the
limelight. The Castle cult contin-
uesa when “The Tingler” appears
with horror movie host The Ghoul
at Ferndale's Magic Bag Theatre
on July 31,

Graschuck will be there, this
time without his mother.

. ,‘V you have a comment for Joh.n

k remem-
bered.

When Castle arrived {n Detroit,
his plane would be greeted by a
hundred adoring kids, many
dressed 08 monsters. The public

eall him at 953-2047,
mailbox number 1866, on a
Touch-Tone phone, or write him
care of Street Scene, Observer &
Eccentric  Newspapers, 36251
Scheolcraft, Livonia, MI., 48150.
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PALLGAME!

FOR TICKETS
CALL 25-TIGER

OR ANY sexarggsasre, | OCATION

INCLUDING HUDSON'S, HARMONY HOUSE
AND SOUND WAREHO!

USE.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

delightful film adaptation of the
popular comedy. Branagh, real.
life wife Emma Thompson, MI-
chae! Keaton, Denzel Washing.
ton, and Keanu Reeves atar,

B MICHIQAN THEATRE
603 E. Liberty, Ann Arhor, Call
668- 8397 for informntion and

iors)

“Fellini's Intervista"” (Italy -
1989). Through July 13 (call for
show times). This autobiographi.
cal “documentary" by Federico
Fellini takes the viewer on a mng-
icat mystery tour of Cinecitta, the
Roman movie studio where he
made some of his grentest filis,

“Wide Sorgasso Sea" (Austra.
lia — 1993). Through July 15 {(call
for show times). See Abbey listing
above.

“The Hunchback of Notre
Dame” (USA — 1923), 9:30 p.m.
July 14, Lan Chaney Sr. stars as
the bell-ringing Quasimotlo in the
silent (ilm version of Victor
Hugo's novel,

show times. (85; $4 students/sen. *
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“2 Fun

it's
Karaoke Night
at

(Flienmps

Tues. 8:00 pm-11:30 pm
Fri.  7:00 pm-10:00 pm
Sat. 9:30 pm-MIDNIGHT

Things
at 1 Fun Place”

Back By
Popular Demand

¢ 1\75'3"‘@@

Luncheon Buffet
Mon.-Frl. 11 am-2 pm

ssl 95 por person

Joln us for a lunch that fita your
busy schedule ond onfoy a&n
assoriment of salpds and hot and
cold antioos.

=

2

WHERE STEAKS ARE
{1l YOU CAN CUT THEM Winh & o

Bring your birthday party of four or mare and this coupon to KYOTO

during the month of July and

2] EMBASSY SUITES®

Livonia-Metro/West
19525 Victor Parkway « Livonla « Located in Victor Corporate Park

313) 462~-6000

(| | FREE. Il witi be sliced, diced an:

TROY

i O ooud et Ay 31, 1) weacarg

; )
Japancse Steak House,

2ic, BIRTHDAY

mh;;dyoln ;'c: :’h: lesner priced ontree

[l

‘You really need a knlife, thet's on us too. ot ofore your eyes, end It
DEARBORN (at Falrlano Center)

(Wost Blg Beaver Road)

FARMINGTON HILLS (across from Novl Hilton) 348-7900

Sorter rpe T ool
' \ Pras 1 B bt AT Koo, b e ) ol e S sy st P, o ks oty /

FREE
DINNER

SO TENDER,

593-3200
649-6340
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