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cannery from page 13A

The cannery was built in 1983
and opened In 1984, The machin-
ery 18 used and Duhl admits he is

“always searching the country”
for more, Some used equipment
sits near a door., It will teplnce o

1 labeling
that can handle up to 600 cans an
hour . .. when it works, snid
Chris Turner of Ortenville, the
volunteer distribution manager.

Dubl is the only paid ennnery
employee, Everyone else who
works there is o volunteer, Volun.
teers, like Tumner, are church
members who give of their time to
help the community. When the
])L‘ll“ht‘fi arrive from the church
form in St. Catherincs, Ontario,
you'll find company CEOs work-
ing next to janitors processing the
crops,

The church has 70 canneries
nationwide and cach is assigned
certain tasks. At the Farmington

Hills facility, work revolves
around the peaches and cattle.
Lost year volunteers produced
1,820 casea of beef, 1,000 cases of
chlli 2,100 cases oI' pcuchcs and
100 cases of peach jam,

There are also 102 storchouscs
throughout the country and a
{leet of 45 semi-trailers that move
food hetween them and the main
storehouse in Salt Lake City.

‘The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints has roughly
30,000 members throughout
Michigan; church leaders esti-
mate that 6-7 percent receive as-
sistance at any given time. Food
orders are tailored to meet the
needs of individual familics, The

part of the more then 1,000
church welfare projects of the
same nome. Deserct is a biblical
word, meaning honey bee or
beehive, A symbol of industry,
references to it can be found in
founder Joseph Smith's “The
Book of Mormon.”

Tithe of time

Like the cannery, the 8,000-tree
orchard is tended to by volun-
teers, So is the church’s sugar
beet farm and cattle ranch west of
Saginaw, Church members “don’t
Jjust belleve in tithing with money,
they belicve in tithing with their
time,"” Johannson aaid.

And [t is that time, that volun-
teer , that the church is

delivers up to $
in food a year to church members
in need.
Most food stuffs, cleaning and
dairy products and mests carry
the Descret label, produced as

offering to the community as a
whole, It in the “first real rench-
out” in Michigan, according to
Richard Thorderson, rvmonul rep.
resentative,

“The church has been inwardly
directed for o long because it hos
been small; we've used the
church's resources to care for our
own people,” the Livonia resident
said. “We teach them to be inde-
pendent and sell-reliant and we
had to get to where we were able
to help ourselves.”

And help the church does. In
cooperation with the Red Cross,
al) church buildings are available
for disaster relief and humenitari-
an gervices and members lend o
hand where needed as it recently
was in south Fiorida. More than
5,000 church members were there

power ... people,” Johannson
aaid. The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Satnts estimatea its
members donate up to 427,
hours of work a year, reflecting
early church teachings that mem-
bers “care for their fomilics, the
needy and disasters in the Lord's
way.”

The Lord’s way includes send-
ing 7.6 million pounds of clothing
to Alrica last year and rebuilding
the church’s dry milk plant at a
cost of $3 million to meet the in-
creased demand in Third World
countrics.

The Lord" 's woy also means an

within days of Hurri Andrew

ect i g the

and spent five days helping wher-
ever they could, Disaster trallers,
set up to house, feed and clothe
500 pcopln for two weeks, were
also sent.

“The biggest things we have to
offer to the community is man-

proj 1
church, Mlchlgnn State Indus-
tries and the Food Bank Council
of Michigan, The council has pro-

vided tomato sceds that are being '

cultivated on three acres of land
at the State Prison in Jackson.
Gleaner's will truck the produce

to the cannery where church -
members will do tho canning.

Tho finished product will be :
shipped to food banks across the
state with freight charges being -
handled by the Michigan Restau.
rant Associatfon's 7 Percent Solu-
tion.

“It's an experimental program
this year, but maybe we can ex-
pand it many, many times next
year,” Johannson sald,

That's the kind of community
service the church would like to
seo the cannery used for -~ a°
church or civic group taking on
canning food for food banks,

For more information on the
cannery, contact the local Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints stake presidents — David
Olson in Oakland County, 540-
6276, or Lee Freeman, in Waoyne
County, 477.6797.
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IDEWALK SALE

SAVINGS

4 DAYS ONLY!
JULY 151641718

o Shop to the Entertaining Sounds

of the Southfield Symphony Orchestra's
Brass Quintet » Dixie to Show Tunes

July 15 & 16, 7:30pm = July 17, 1:00pm

Telegraph at Twelve Mile , Southfield, 353-4111
A Featuring Crowley's. Kmart, Montgomery
~"a"a"a MC Sporting Goods, Ruby Tuesday and 70 other fine stores.
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